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VERSION 3 UPDATES: DOCUMENT HISTORY 

RELEASE DATE: 30 OCTOBER 2014 

All updates effective on issue date, unless otherwise stated. 

Requirements and Procedural Documents 

Document Comment 

Jurisdictional and 

Nested REDD+ (JNR) 

Requirements, v3.2 

 Clarified reference to standalone and nested projects (Sections 2.1.1(1)(d) and 3.6.6); 

clarified reference to standalone project activities (Section 3.11.14(3)). 

 Replaced the list of information required to be included in the JNR Program 

Description and JNR Monitoring Report with a reference to the instructions in those 

templates (Sections 3.2.1, 3.2.2 and 3.14.10). 

 Clarified that, where jurisdictions follow Scenario 1, no justification is required for the 

jurisdictional baseline start date (Section 3.3.1). 

 Added flexibility with respect to the specification of the start date of a jurisdictional 

program (Section 3.3.1).  

 Clarified the difference between jurisdiction level and project level non-permanence 

risk assessments (Section 3.4.1). 

 Clarified that the maximum program crediting period is 10 years (Section 3.4.1). 

 Added requirements to address emissions trading programs and other binding limits 

and double counting (Sections 3.6.4 and 3.6.5). 

 Ensured consistent use of the term net GHG benefit (Sections 3.6.6, 3.6.7, 3.13.1 and 

3.13.3). 

 Clarified requirements with respect to complying with UNFCCC decisions on 
safeguards (Section 3.7.2). 

 Included more specific requirements regarding the design of the grievance and 

concern mechanism (Section 3.7.3).  

 Added requirements for jurisdictions to account for degradation using Tier 1 methods 

in certain cases (Section 3.8.2(2)). 

 Clarified that de minimis exclusions must be demonstrated and justified at validation 

only (Section 3.9.6). 

 Clarified that jurisdictional proponents are responsible for emissions across the entire 

jurisdiction, and therefore have the authority to manage approval of nested projects 

(Section 3.10.3).  

 Added requirements to allow for spatially overlapping activities where measures are 

in place to ensure no double counting occurs (Section 3.11.3). 

 Added a requirement for jurisdictional proponents to demonstrate consistency 

between the data and methods used to develop the jurisdictional baseline and the 

country’s existing or emerging GHG inventory (Section 3.11.4). 

 Corrected reference to the historical reference period to allow for periods other than 

10 years (Section 3.11.8(4)). 

 Added greater flexibility with respect to addressing data gaps in land cover maps 

(Section 3.11.8(5)). 

 Added a requirement for the use of a historical average baseline when the historical 

trend is more plausible, as long as the historical average is more conservative 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Jurisdictional%20and%20Nested%20REDD%2B%20Requirements%2C%20v3.2.pdf
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Jurisdictional%20and%20Nested%20REDD%2B%20Requirements%2C%20v3.2.pdf
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Jurisdictional%20and%20Nested%20REDD%2B%20Requirements%2C%20v3.2.pdf
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Requirements and Procedural Documents 

Document Comment 

(Section 3.11.12). 

 Clarified that alternative options may be used to set the jurisdictional baseline beyond 

those already specified in the requirements (Section 3.11.12(2)). 

 Corrected misleading language around the method of spatial location of deforestation 

activities (Section 3.11.12(3)). 

 Updated the baseline period from 10 years to between 5 to 10 years (Section 

3.11.12(5)). 

 Allowed the use of procedures consistent with those used in the initial jurisdictional 

baseline development for updating the baseline, thus allowing for technological 

developments (Section 3.11.16(2)). 

 Clarified that jurisdictions are required to deduct the emission reductions and 

removals achieved or anticipated by lower-level activities (Sections 3.6.6, 3.6.7 and 

3.13.3(3)(c)). 

 Clarified requirements regarding reversals and reconciliation of project and 

jurisdictional level monitoring (Section 3.14.4). 

 Clarified that verification periods may not overlap (Section 3.14.11). 

 Clarified that Monte Carlo methods may be used in the quantification of accuracy and 

uncertainty (Section 3.14.12). 

 Clarified the order of operations for deduction of additional buffer credits (Section 

3.15.2).  

 Ensured consistent use of the phrase emission reductions and/or removals 

(throughout). 

 

Project Templates & Forms 

Document Comment 

JNR Monitoring Report 

Template, v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Baseline 

Registration 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple JPs), v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Program 

Registration 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple JPs), v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Program Issuance 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple JPs), v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Baseline Listing 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple JPs), v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Program Listing 

Representation (Single 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Monitoring%20Report%20v3.0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Monitoring%20Report%20v3.0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Issuance%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Issuance%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
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Project Templates & Forms 

Document Comment 

and Multiple JPs), v3.0 

JNR Baseline 

Validation 

Representation, v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Program 

Validation 

Representation, v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

JNR Program 

Verification 

Representation, v3.0 

 Initial version released under VCS Version 3. 

Listing Representation 

(Single PP), v3.2 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 4). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Listing Representation 

(Multiple PPs), v3.1 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to clarify that multiple representors are jointly and severally liable 

under the representation (Section 3). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 5). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Registration 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple PPs), v3.3 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Baseline%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Verification%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Verification%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20JNR%20Program%20Verification%20Representation%2C%20v3.0_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.1_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Listing%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.1_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.3_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Registration%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.3_0.doc
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Project Templates & Forms 

Document Comment 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Single PP, Section 5; Multiple PPs, 

Section 6). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Issuance 

Representation (Single 

and Multiple PPs), v3.4 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Revised definition of monitoring report to remove the need to specify the report 

number and issuance date of such report. 

 Revised definition of verification report to remove the need to specify the report 

number and issuance date of such report. 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Single PP, Section 4; Multiple PPs, 

Section 5). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Validation 

Representation, v3.2 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Revised definition of validation report to remove the need to specify the report number 

and issuance date of such report. 

 Clarified that documents referred to in the representation, but not defined, shall be the 

VCS documents to which the term relates (Section 1.2). 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Section 2.2.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 4). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Verification 

Representation, v3.2 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Revised definition of verification report to remove the need to specify the report 

number and issuance date of such report. 

 Clarified that documents referred to in the representation, but not defined, shall be the 

VCS documents to which the term relates (Section 1.2). 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Section 2.2.3). 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Issuance%20Representation%2C%20Single%20Representor%2C%20v3.4.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Issuance%20Representation%2C%20Multiple%20Representors%2C%20v3.4.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Validation%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Verification%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Verification%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
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Project Templates & Forms 

Document Comment 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.3.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.3.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.3.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.3.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 4). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

Loss Event 

Representation, 3.2 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Added a definition for loss event. 

 Revised the definition of loss event report to remove the need to specify the report 

number and issuance date of such report. 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.2.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.2.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.2.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.2.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 4). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

VCU Conversion 

Representation, v3.2 

Must be used from 30 

April 2015. 

 Clarified that documents referred to in the representation, but not defined, shall be the 

VCS documents to which the term relates (Section 1.2). 

 Strengthened language with respect to providing true and accurate information in 

relation to the representation (Sections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2). 

 Clarified that GHG credits subject to conversion may not have also been recognized 

as another form of GHG- or renewable energy-related environmental credit (Section 

2.1.7). 

 Clarified which entities may rely on and enforce the terms of the representation 

(Section 2.2.1). 

 Clarified the liability of VCS and the VCS registries with respect to the representation 

(Section 2.2.2). 

 Added a clause which requires signatories to represent that they have read, 

understood and will abide by the VCS rules (Section 2.2.3). 

 Clarified VCS’ rights to amend the VCS rules (Section 2.2.4). 

 Added a clause to address sovereign immunity (Section 4). 

 Made other edits in order to make language and definitions consistent across all 

representations (throughout). 

 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Loss%20Event%20Representation%2C%20v3.2.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCS%20Loss%20Event%20Representation%2C%20v3.2.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCU%20Conversion%20Deed%20of%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/VCU%20Conversion%20Deed%20of%20Representation%2C%20v3.2_0.doc


 VCS Version 3 UPDATES 

 

 6 

Errata and Clarifications 

Document Comment 

VCS Standard, v3.4  Clarification regarding double counting of VCUs and other forms of GHG-related 

environmental credits (eg, renewable energy certificates). 

Registration and 

Issuance Process, v3.5 

 Clarification regarding VCS accuracy review trigger. 

 

http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Errata%20and%20Clarifications%2C%20VCS%20Standard%2C%20v3.4.pdf
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Errata%20and%20Clarifications%2C%20Registration%20and%20Issuance%20Process%2C%20v3.5.pdf
http://www.v-c-s.org/sites/v-c-s.org/files/Errata%20and%20Clarifications%2C%20Registration%20and%20Issuance%20Process%2C%20v3.5.pdf

