
 

1 

 

 

Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard 

Standard Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday 19 October 2017, 10:30-12:00pm US EDT (GMT-4) 

 
Standard Development Advisory Committee Participants 

Anna Lehman, Climate Policy and Investment Advisory; Ben Massie, Natural Capital Partners; Beto 
Borges, Forest Trends; Charles Ehrhart; Edwin Aalders, DNV GL; Emma Knott, Ecosphere Capital 
Partners; Femi Oye, SME FUNDS; Gareth Phillips, African Development Bank; Javier Castro, TUV SUD; 
Ndivhuho Raphulu, National Cleaner Production Centre of South Africa; Pricilla Miranda, Mexican Agency 
of International Development Cooperation 

 
Other Participants: Julie Baroody (Manager, Sustainable Development) and Toby Janson-Smith (Chief 
Innovation Officer), VCS 

 
Welcome and Introductions 

The Committee agreed to the agenda. In response to a question from the committee, VCS clarified that 
input before the call is most useful if it comes at least one hour prior to the call, so we can consider the 
input and potentially discuss on the call as may needed. Review of the standard itself will be conducted 
through Collaborase. Committee members were encouraged to get in touch with Julie if they have 
questions about Collaborase. 

 

Key Issue 1: Target Beneficiaries 

The Committee reviewed the proposal regarding who the Target beneficiaries of SD VISta projects should 
be. Consensus among Committee members was that creating a requirement that projects focus on a 
Target group is problematic, especially if that Target group has to be marginalized and/or vulnerable; this 
could shut out many high-sustainable development-impact projects where the Target group is not 
marginalized and/or vulnerable communities, even if such groups could be beneficiaries. SD VISta should 
address marginalized and vulnerable groups but take care that they are not a required focus of every 
project—otherwise, the Committee advised, the standard would be too niche. 

 

Key Issue 2: Developed vs. Developing Countries 

Committee members agreed that SD VISta should be globally applicable. One member suggested that 
the developed/developing country divide died with the Paris Agreement. Another suggested that SD 
VISta’s aim should be to change mindsets, encourage innovation and be attractive to the most people 
possible. If we allow the standard to be broadly applicable, we leave it to funders and investors (the 
demand side) to determine how different project types in different socio-economic/environmental contexts 
are valued.  
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Some Committee members propose that SD VISta have provisions to make sure that it is used to certify 
that which constitutes sustainable development in the context of the project—to avoid abuse of the 
standard. Some ideas for such provisions included the following: transparent description of beneficiaries’ 
socio-economic conditions, a requirement to include at least some stakeholders from the bottom of the 
pyramid and a requirement to benefit at least one marginalized and/or vulnerable group. 

 

Key Issue 3: Linkages with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

The Committee agreed that current “official” SDG Indicators (national, regional and international) are too 
limiting to be the only way a project can demonstrate a claim of contribution to a SDG Target. The group 
was divided as to whether or not claims made using “unofficial” indicators should be distinguished in 
some way from those that use “official” Indicators. It was suggested that SD VISta set out criteria for the 
“unofficial” indicators suggested by projects, and that a list be published of all accepted Indicators 
proposed by projects. 

It was agreed that the Goals are broad enough that many claims could made against them that are 
completely unassociated with Targets. The Committee recommended that claims against Goals not be 
allowed unless they are substantiated by verifiable Target-level claims. 

VCS was reminded to consider the technical aspects of the standard in tandem with how the standard will 
be applied and marketed. 

 

Key Issue 4: Engaging the Public Sector 

There was consensus among the Committee that SD VISta should be developed to meet the needs of 
both public and private sector while not diluting standard so less appealing to primary (private) users. The 
proposed grouped project approach seems useful for public-sector projects, and Committee members will 
respond to VCS with other proposals to accommodate SD VISta for public-sector use. 

 

Key Issue 5: Important Groups for SD VISta Supply and Demand 

In order to make the standard attractive and to meet real needs, VCS requested that Committee 
members provide information (in this template) about potential types of project developers and types of 
funders/investors who may use SD VISta. In the short term, knowledge of potential users will guide how 
VCS selects potential pilot and/or desk reviews of early versions and identifies key groups for 
consultation. 

 

Wrap-up 

VCS will come back to the Committee quickly with a revised proposal for how to deal with Key Issues 1, 2 
and 3.  

Committee members are requested to do the following:  

1. Complete the poll  by 27 October to schedule the next call.  
2. Complete the supply and demand template before 3 November. 
3. Contact Julie if interested in participating in the selection and/or support of pilots (desk reviews of 

SD VISta to begin in January 2018). 


