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Background on VCS Version 5

VCS Version 5 Implementation Milestones

December 16, 2025

Release of  VCS Version 5

VCS Standard, v5.0 and other 

program documents are 

released

Some updates are effective 

immediately

June 9, 2026 

Release of VCS Version 5 

templates and guidance

VCS Version 5 is fully 

operationalized and projects 

can begin to use it

January 1, 2027 

VCS Version 5 effective 

date

Most V5 updates become 

effective for all projects

Use of VCS V5 templates 

becomes mandatory



https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/verified-carbon-standard-version-5/



VCS Version 5 Templates & Guidance
Updated resources released 9 June 2026 

1. Templates

Core project reporting

PD • MR • Joint PD/MR

• Project Description v5.0A/v5.0B
• Monitoring Report v5.0A/v5.0B
• Joint PD & MR v5.0A/v5.0B

Validation & verification

VVB reporting

• Validation Report v5.0A/v5.0B
• Verification Report v5.0A/v5.0B
• Joint Validation & Verification v5.0A/v5.0B

Safeguards & stakeholder engagement

NEW standalone templates

• ESG Risk Assessment v5.0
• ESG Risk Monitoring Report v5.0
• Stakeholder Engagement Plan v5.0

Program administration

Specialized requests

• Grouped Project Batch Report v5.0
• Loss Event Report v5.0
• Withdrawal Request Form, v5.0

2. Guidance & requirements documents

VCS Guidance
Right to Operate, Sustainable Development, Stakeholder Engagement, and 

Safeguards, v5.0

Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0

Requirements, procedures, and best practices for geolocation files

Corrections & Clarifications
Published 9 June 2026; identifies template sections and documents for 

selected requests

Grouped by request or event type

Listing

Listing Representation (Multiple PPs / Single PP); Partial 

Release Listing; Accession Listing

Registration

Registration Representation (Multiple PPs / Single PP); 

Partial Release Registration; Accession Registration

Issuance
Issuance Representation (Multiple PPs / Single PP)

AFOLU reversals

Buffer Account Compensation for Reversal(s) Deed 

(Multiple PPs / Single PP)

Loss events

Loss Event Representation

Validation & verification

Validation Representation; Verification Representation

3. Representations

Templates are effective after 1 Jan 2027

Updated templates must be used for all project requests 

submitted to Verra after 1 Jan 2027, including from projects 

whose audits are already underway.



Which VCS Version 5 template version applies?

Simple decision guide for using v5.0A vs v5.0B templates

Project start date?
Use this date to select 

the template version.

Project start date before 1 Jan 2027 Project start date on/after 1 Jan 2027

Use v5.0A templates Use v5.0B templates

Purpose

Allows projects to continue reporting on certain v4.7 requirements 

because selected v5.0 requirements do not yet apply.

Purpose

Allows projects to report on all requirements set out in the VCS 

Standard, v5.0.

v4.7 carryover areas in v5.0A

• V5#14 Right to operate and rights to reductions/removals
• V5#16 Stakeholder engagement requirements
• V5#17 Safeguard requirements
• V5#23 Ecosystem conversion safeguards
• V5#58 Financial transparency for benefit sharing

v5.0B coverage

• Reports on all VCS Standard, v5.0 requirements
• See the VCS Version 5 Overview of VCS Program Updates and 
Effective Dates for details

Before 1 Jan 2027 On/after 1 Jan 2027

Important transition note for v5.0A projects

Projects using v5.0A must eventually transition to v5.0B templates at their 

next crediting period renewal or verification approval request that 

includes a baseline reassessment submitted after 1 January 2030.



C&C: What to submit for Version 5 project requests

Corrections & Clarifications to the VCS Program Rules, published 9 June 2026

Core message This C&C identifies the documents to submit and the VCS Version 5 template sections to complete for selected request types. Review it before 

drafting or submitting the templates.

Pipeline listing (under development)

What changed for users?

• Section 2.1.4, “Grievance Redress Procedure” 
(in v5.0A) or Section 2.4 “Grievance Redress 
Mechanism” (in v5.0B) are now required

• v5.0B users must submit draft stakeholder 

engagement plan and draft ESG risk assessment

Crediting period renewal requests

What changed for users?

Baseline reassessment requests

What changed for users?

Remember: Indicative information is sufficient

Pipeline listing (under validation)

• V5.0B users must submit stakeholder 

engagement plan and ESG risk assessment

Registration requests

What changed for users?

• V5.0B users must submit a stakeholder 

engagement plan, ESG risk assessment, 

and  ESG risk monitoring report 

Verification requests

What changed for users?

• V5.0B users must submit ESG risk 

monitoring report

• Submit a Grouped Project Batch Report 

when adding instances 

• V5.0B users must submit stakeholder 

engagement plan, ESG risk assessment

• Corrected inconsistent requirements between 

RIP and VCS Standard 

Remember: The PP may be required to revise other 

sections after 1 Jan 2030 – See Effective Dates 

document

• “Project Details” section is now required 
• V5.0B users must submit a stakeholder 

engagement plan and ESG risk assessment

Remember: The PP may be required to revise 

other sections after 1 Jan 2030 – See Effective 

Dates document

Other updates:

• Section #s updated to reflect VCS Project 

Description Template, v5.0A and v5.0B

• The full heading name of the section is now 

written out for improved readability and use. 



Overview of General Template Updates

Val/Ver template improvements not related to 

VCS Version 5 program updates



Improved document file naming 
convention for transparency & 
consistency

More detailed information on 
project title page and new 
document history section



Validation/verification process section: 
More detailed information and more structured inputs

Section 2.1.1: 
“Validation Schedule”

VCS Val R

Table replaces open text 
field; specific dates 
requested for specific 
milestones



Validation/verification process section: 
More detailed information and more structured inputs

Section 2.2: 
“Document Review”

VCS Val R

Table replaces open text 
field; list of specific 
documents and review 
dates requested



Validation/verification process section: 
More detailed information and more structured inputs

Section 2.3: 
“Interviews”

VCS Val R

Description of interview 
process segmented by 
stakeholder group; list of 
interviews requested



Validation/verification process section: 
More detailed information and more structured inputs

Section 2.4: “Site 
Visits”

VCS Val R

Table replaces open text 
field to request more 
specific information in 
consistent format



Validation/verification process section: 
More detailed information and more structured inputs

Section 2.5: 
“Resolution of CARs, 
CLs, and FARs”

VCS Val R

Tables replace open text 
field to request more 
specific information in 
consistent format



Validation/verification findings section: 
Separation of assessment conclusion versus assessment process

Assessment Process + Assessment Conclusion

• Insufficient details or no clear description of 

assessment process

• Restating information in the PD instead of providing 

a clear conclusion

BEFORE

AFTER

Assessment Process

• Clear description of evidence-

gathering activities

• References to findings

• List of evidence reviewed

Assessment Conclusion

• Clearly stated opinion 

including any caveats

• More guidance on what to 

include in the conclusion



Validation/verification findings section: 
Assessment process



Validation/verification findings section: 
Assessment conclusion

Assessment conclusion appears 

first in each section to help 

readers find key information 

faster

Each bullet corresponds to a 

requirement to check 

conformance to the VCS 

Standard more easily



Overview of Key VCS Version 5 Updates & Template Sections 

All Version 5 “effective 1 January 2027” updates
Template sections required for reporting on updates

What to look for when reviewing completed template sections



VCS Version 5 
Updates effective
1 January 2027

V5#21 VCS Program principles and VCU attributes

V5#49 Project start date and initial crediting period start 
date

V5#43 Removal of approved GHG programs and CER 
conversions

V5#06 Loss event definitions and procedures

V5#101 Crediting period renewal and baseline 
reassessment intervals

V5#02 Regulatory Surplus

V5#78 Grouped project requirements

V5#09 De minimis requirements

V5#44 VCS sectoral scopes and VCS project classification 
system

V5#57 Separating reporting by country and methodology

V5#79 Project location reporting

V5#18 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
contributions reporting



V5#21: VCS PROGRAM PRINCIPLES AND VCU ATTRIBUTES

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

PPs must apply the VCS Program principles to guide their decision-making when 

developing projects and monitoring, quantifying, and reporting on reductions and 

removals and other project outcomes.

Effective for all project requests submitted on or after 1 January 2027 

REFERENCES

VCS Program Guide, v5.0, section 3 

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 2.2
Revised VCS Program 

Principles 

(VCS Standard)

• Accurate and 

conservative

• Complete

• Consistent

• Relevant

• Transparent

New VCU Attributes

(VCS Program Guide)

• Additional

• Durable

• Independently verified

• Traceable and not double-counted

• Robustly quantified

• Participatory-based

• Safeguarded from unmitigated harm

• Aligned with sustainable development goals

• Aligned with net-zero transition



V5#21: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

There are no explicit sections in the template for auditing conformance 

to principles, but many sections ask the VVB to conclude whether the 

project conforms to certain principles.

Examples: 

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

VVBs must assess whether project proponents have appropriately 

appropriately applied the VCS Program principles in developing their 

developing their projects and creating project documents.

Example:

Situation: A project applies a default factor from peer-

reviewed literature uses national averages instead of available project

reviewed 

project-

-

specific data without demonstrating that the national averages 

averages are accurate and conservative

Result: The VVB raises this as non-conformance to the “accurate and 
“accurate and conservative” principle in a corrective action request.
request.

In summary: Principles may be referenced in 

in findings where justification or supporting 

information for a decision is not sufficient



V5# 49: PRO JEC T START D ATE AN D  IN ITIAL C RED ITIN G PERIO D  START D ATE

N ew definitions

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.7, section 3.8.1 –
3.8.3

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0

VCS Methodology Requirements, v5.0, section 

3.2.6, new section 3.8 

REFERENCES

Term
Definition 

(in simple terms)

Project Start Date The date of the first significant actions to implement the project 

activity

Initial Crediting Period Start 

Date

The date that reductions and removals start to be generated

The new requirement to submit pipeline listing within 1 year of initial crediting period 

start date (VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.8.2) applies to pipeline listing requests 

submitted on or after 1 January 2027.



V5#49: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 1.4.1 "Deadlines for Participation"

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, 

section 3.7, section 3.8.1 – 3.8.3 and 

the VCS Program Definitions, v5.0

State the dates requested

Explain and justify how the project 

start date and initial crediting 

period start date conform to all 

requirements, following the 

instructions in the template.

Keep in mind:

• The project start date can be the 

same as or earlier than the initial 

crediting period start date, as 

long as the dates conform to each 

definition & requirement. 

• You may submit evidence to 

justify the selection of the dates, 

such as contracts, agreements, 

expenses, meeting minutes, etc. 

VCS PD, section 1.8 "Project Start Date and Initial Crediting Period Start Date"



V5#49: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.1.4.1 - Deadlines for Participation

VCS ValR, section 3.1.6 - Project Start Date and Initial Crediting Period Start Date

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Deadlines for participation: 

• Evidence confirms Registry listing and registration 
milestones meet required timelines. 

• Dates are consistent across Registry records and 
supporting documentation.

Project start date and initial CP start date:

• Project start date and initial crediting period start 
date are supported by objective evidence. 

• Missing evidence, date inconsistencies, or 
inadequate justification as potential findings.

• Conclusion explicitly states whether each date 
conforms to all relevant VCS Program and 
methodology requirements. Any assumptions, 
exceptions, or deviations are clearly justified.

• Clear, independent VVB conclusions rather than 
restating project proponent claims.



V5#43: REMOVAL OF APPROVED GHG PROGRAMS AND CER CONVERSIONS

• Removed two pathways: 

o Gap validations 

o Certified emission reduction (CER) conversion to VCUs

• Added and clarified requirements for registering projects in the VCS Program that 

were previously registered with another GHG program. Key changes include:

o Alignment with new project registration deadlines (Section 3.8.3) and new 

project crediting period lengths (Section 3.8.4)

o Demonstration of regulatory surplus and conduct baseline reassessment based 

on prevailing conditions

o Request registration within 10 years of VCS initial crediting period start date and 

within two years of date of project inactivity in other GHG program

Effective for all registration requests submitted on or after 1 January 2027

New CER conversion requests not accepted after 28 February 2026

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Program Guide, v5.0, section 5-6. Section 8 and 

Appendix 2 from v4.4 was removed. 

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.4.1,  3.13.2, 3.21.3 –
3.21.7, 4.1.9, 4.1.15. Sections 3.1.7- 3.1.8, 3.9.7, 4.1.8 

from v4.7 were removed. 

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0 

VCS Methodology Requirements, v5.0, section 2.3.8, 

2.10, 3.5.2(1) 

Registration and Issuance Process, v5.0, section 4.2.12. 

Sections 4.2.15 – 4.2.18, 4.4.5 and Appendix 1 from 

v4.6 were removed. 

Procedure for Applying the AFOLU Non-Permanence 

Risk Tool, v5.0, section 2.2.1(3), Table 1 Q3(h) 

REFERENCES



V5#43: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 1.4.3 "Eligibility of Projects Registered with Other GHG Programs“

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

State the key milestone dates

Select the appropriate responses to 
the questions based on the milestones

If all yes = project is eligible

If no = project is not eligible

Attach evidence to support last 
question (i.e., notify other GHG 
Program)

Note that initial crediting period start 
date is based on the VCS Program 
Definition



V5#43: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VC S  PD , section 1.16.2 “ Reg istration with O ther GH G Prog ram s“
VC S  MR, section 1.9.2 “ Reg istration with O ther GH G Prog ram s”  (sam e as PD )

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Same as current v4.4 PD/MR templates

Answer the question

If yes fill out the full table

Explain how the project is considered 

inactive

Attach evidence to support explanation. 

Keep in mind the definition of the date of 

project inactivity: 

End date of the monitoring period after 

which reductions or removals were no 

longer sought for crediting under the other 

GHG program



V5#43: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.1.4.3 - Eligibility of Projects Registered with Other GHG Programs

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Explain how you confirmed each answer

- What dates did you consider?

- How did you assess that the relevant date was correctly 

identified? 

- How did you assess that the rule/requirement was met? 

In the assessment process, look out for

- What documents were submitted by the PP? 

- Should at minimum look for evidence within project 

documents, public registry records or emails to cross-

check the registration request dates

Pay attention to

- Whether the PP determined the dates correctly (i.e., 

initial crediting period start date, registration request 

date under other program, registration request date 

under the VCS Program) 

- Whether date of project inactivity is consistent in PD

Not applicable for verification

VERRA



V5#43: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.1.14.2 - Registration with Other GHG programs

VCS VerR, section 4.2.4.2 - Registration with Other GHG Programs

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Similar to v4.4 Val/Ver R templates

Conclude

- Whether name of GHG program, project ID and other info in PD/MR 

is correct 

- Whether date of project inactivity is accurate 

Assessment process

- Should at minimum refer to public registry records or emails to 

confirm project inactivity dates

Pay attention to

- Whether the date of project inactivity is determined correctly 

VERRA



V5#06: LOSS EVENT DEFINITIONS AND PROCEDURES

In the VCS Standard and Registration and Issuance Process, requirements were revised 

pertaining to loss event reporting procedures and expectations. Changes include:

• Verra may notify project proponents of a potential loss. Where the project 

proponent does not consider the reported loss to qualify as a loss event, the 

project proponent may provide evidence to support this assertion.

• Loss events reports must be submitted via the Verra Project Hub

In the VCS Program Definitions, the definitions for “loss event” was revised and a new 
definition was added for “net GHG emission reductions and carbon dioxide removals.”

Effective for all project requests submitted on or after 1 January 2027  

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 2.4 

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0 

Registration and Issuance Process, v5.0, 

sections 5.3.1 – 5.3.3 

REFERENCES



V5#06: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS MR, section 3.2.2 "Loss Events“

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

• Complete one loss event table for 

each potential loss.

• Where Verra flagged a potential 

loss but the proponent disputes it, 

attach supporting evidence 

• Demonstrate conformance to all 

VCS Program rules on loss events 

and reversals. 

Complete vs incomplete reporting

• Reporting must provide exact 

dates, size and amount for each 

distinct loss event, a 

determination of whether it 

meets the definition, and 

supporting evidence.



V5#06: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR - n/a (loss events are monitored/reported during verification)

VCS VerR, section 4.1.2 - Loss Events

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

What evidence demonstrates conformance

• Confirm the MR covers:

• accuracy and completeness of the loss details

• whether the event meets all definitions and whether all VCS 

Program rules were met

• whether the loss was correctly deducted 

• where the proponent disputes the loss, whether the evidence 

supports that assertion.

Common documentation gaps or audit findings

• MR reporting is incomplete.

• Evidence submitted where the proponent disputes a Verra-flagged 

event is insufficient

How to assess consistency between PD/MR and supporting evidence

• Cross-check the MR's loss event table against monitoring data

• Confirm the loss deduction is reflected in quantification.

Verification-only considerations

• Flag a reversal conclusion unaccompanied by a corresponding 

deduction in the MR as a finding requiring correction.



V5# 101: C RED ITIN G PERIO D  REN EWAL

• G C S: effective im m ediately for new p ipeline listing s, and at next C P 

renewal if listed  before 16 D ecem ber 2025

• E& I, ALM without SO C  chang e, LS: Effective for all reg istration requests 

submitted on or after 1 January 2027

o For reg istered projects with a renewable crediting  period  (e.g ., 7 

years twice renewable): 

▪ The transition to  5- year renewal of cred iting  periods is effective 

at the next cred iting  period  renewal request subm itted  on or 

after 1 January 2027

▪ *Reg istered  projects m ay retain their orig inal m axim um  

cred iting  period

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, sections 3.2.3 – 3.2.5, 3.8.4 

- 3.8.11 

Geological Carbon Storage (GCS) Requirements, 

v5.0, section 3.3 from v4.1 was removed. 

REFERENCES

Project type CP length # of times renewable
Maximum total 

project CP duration

ALM with SOC stock change

20–100 years

(no change)

4

(no change)

100 years

(no change)

ARR

IFM

REDD

WRC

ACoGS

GCS 5 years 8 45 years*

E&I

5 years 2 15 years*
ALM without SOC stock 

change

Livestock systems (LS)



V5#101: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 1.9 "Project Crediting Period“
VCS MR, section 1.7 "Project Crediting Period"

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, 

Sections 3.8.4  – 3.8.6

Select the applicable crediting 

period length and complete the 

corresponding information

Keep in mind:

• The start date of the first 

crediting period corresponds to 

the ”initial crediting period start 
date”



V5#101: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.1.7 - Project Crediting Period

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Conformance
• For new projects, check: 

• The selected crediting period 
length is in accordance with VCS 
Standard, v5.0, Section 3.8.4

• For registered projects, check:
• At CPR requests, that the next CP 

length conforms to V5
• Note that the project retains its 

original maximum CP, may use 
partial interval not exceeding V5 
length

• For ARR and IFM projects with 
harvesting, assess conformance with 
Section 3.8.6

Common documentation gaps or audit 
findings
• Effective dates not correctly applied
• Harvesting cycle not correctly taken into 

account, where applicable

VERRA



V5# 101: BASELIN E REASSESSM EN T IN TERVALS

For project types with new 5 - year baseline reassessm ent 

interval:

• Effective for all reg istration requests, cred iting  period  renewal 

requests, and verification approval requests with baseline 

reassessm ent subm itted  on or after 1 January 2027

• Reg istered projects with a 6 or 10- year baseline m ay continue 

to  use the 6 or 10- year baseline for verification approval 

requests subm itted  before 1 January 2030

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 3.2.3 – 3.2.5, 

3.8.4 - 3.8.11 

Geological Carbon Storage (GCS) 

Requirements, v5.0, section 3.3 from v4.1 

was removed. 

REFERENCES

Project activity type
Baseline reassessment 

interval

IFM

5 years
REDD (without jurisdictional data)

ACoGS

CIW

REDD (with jurisdictional data) In accordance with the applied 

methodology

Note: C&Cs will be issued

ALM projects with SOC stock change

ARR

RWE



V5#101: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 3.2.3 –
3.2.5, 3.8.4 - 3.8.11

Describe the steps taken to reassess the validity 

of the original baseline scenario and impact of 

any new national or sectoral policy and changes 

in conditions

State if the baseline is still valid or not, or if an 

exemption from reassessing the validity applies

Keep in mind:

• This section needs to be completed for projects 

undergoing baseline reassessment during the 

crediting period or at crediting period renewal 

• Methodology may include an exemption for 

reassessing the validity of the baseline (e.g., 

VM0047 using a dynamic PB) – projects still 

need to

• update to active methodology, modules and 

tools

• demonstrate regulatory surplus

VCS PD, section 3.4.1 "Baseline Reassessment"



V5#101: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Confirm that:

• the project applies the most recent 

applicable version of the VCS 

Program rules

• all applied methodology, module, 

and tool versions are active

• the project has demonstrated 

regulatory surplus in the updated 

project description (see V5#02 –
Regulatory Surplus slides) 

• an updated project description has 

been submitted for this baseline 

reassessment

Keep in  mind: 

• This section only applies if the 

projects undergoes a baseline 

reassessment during the crediting 

period (not at crediting period 

renewal)

VCS MR, section 3.5 "Baseline Reassessment“



V5#101: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Confirm that the project:
• Applies the applicable VCS Program rules
• Uses active versions of methodologies, modules, & 

tools 
• Updates the regulatory surplus demonstration 
• Conducted the baseline reassessment in accordance 

with VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 3.2.3 - 3.2.5
• Supports the baseline reassessment with accurate 

and complete evidence

Common documentation gaps or audit findings
• Outdated VCS Program rules or inactive 

methodologies, modules, or tools applied. 
• New or amended laws and regulatory frameworks 

not considered for regulatory surplus demonstration.
• Insufficient, inaccurate, or incomplete evidence 

supporting the baseline reassessment

VERRA

VCS ValR, section 3.3.4.1 - Baseline Reassessment

VCS VerR, section 3.4 - Baseline Reassessment



V5# 02: REGULATO RY SURPLUS

• Transitioned from Annex 1 to high-income country list

• Regulatory surplus demonstration at validation, crediting period 

renewal, and verification with baseline reassessment

• Laws or regulatory frameworks that explicitly allow or 

incorporate the use of carbon credits (e.g., for the measurement 

and reporting of impact or enforcement of the law or regulatory 

framework) do not need to be considered

Effective for all registration requests, crediting period renewal 

requests, and verification approval requests that include a baseline 

reassessment submitted on or after 1 January 2027

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.13.1

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0 

VCS Methodology Requirements, v5.0, 

section 3.5.3, 3.5.7, 3.5.9

REFERENCES



V5#02: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 3.5.1 "Regulatory Surplus“

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, 

v5.0, section 3.13.1 and VCS 

Program Definitions, v5.0

Respond to the questions

List the laws and regulatory 

frameworks related to the 

implementation of the project 

activity

Explain and justify that the project 

project is not mandated by any law 

any law or regulatory framework. 

framework. 

Exceptions apply for:

• laws and regulatory frameworks 

frameworks in high-middle, low

low-

-

middle, and low-

income countries that are not 

income 

not systematically enforced

• Laws or regulatory framework 

framework that explicitly allow 

allow or incorporate the use of 

of carbon credits



V5#02: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.3.5.1 - Regulatory Surplus

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Conformance

• Confirm that the project proponent has 

identified and assessed all applicable laws and 

regulatory frameworks relevant to regulatory 

surplus

• Assess evidence of systematic non-

enforcement, where applicable

Common documentation gaps or audit findings

• Incomplete list of applicable laws and regulatory 

frameworks

• Incorrect assessment of whether a law or 

regulatory framework mandates the project 

activity

• Weak justification and evidence of non-

enforcement (where applicable)



V5# 78: GRO UPED  PRO JEC T REQ UIREM EN TS

Details:

• Grouped projects must define:

• One or more eligibility areas (EA)

• EA must align with a jurisdictional boundary, cannot span country borders

• Same previous requirements for baseline scenario, additionality and 

eligibility criteria 

• Addition of new project activity instances (PAIs)

• At verification, new PAIs must be added in “batches” via a Grouped Project 

Batch Report Template

• New requirements for adding PAIs: can only add instances implemented 

within the monitoring period

• Capacity limits now apply at the project (not instance) level

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VC S  Standard, v5.0, Sections 3.2.9 – 3.2.10, 3.5, 

3.9

VC S  Prog ram  D efinitions, v5.0 

REFERENCES
Eligibility area A Eligibility area B

Instances

Grouped project

Key concepts 

• Eligibility areas instead of geographic areas 

• Determination of baseline scenario and  

demonstration of additionality for an eligibility 

area 

• Eligibility criteria for each eligibility area

• Batch of instances

Capacity limits & eligibility areas – Effective for all 

registration requests submitted on or after 1 Jan 

2027

Batch inclusion forms - All project requests 

submitted on or after 1 January 2027

EFFECTIVE DATES

Batch of 

instances



V5#78: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

• VCS PD, section 1.11 "Project Design"

• VCS PD, section 1.4.4 "Capacity Limit Eligibility"

• VCS PD, section 3.2.1 "Eligibility of Methodology"

• VCS MR, section 3.3 "Grouped projects“ 3.3.1 and 3.3.2

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 3.2.9 –
3.2.10, 3.5, 3.9

PD:

• Check the box where project has been designed 

as Grouped project and describe the type of 

project activity instance(s), as well each 

eligibility area and its eligibility criteria.

MR:

• List and describe all eligibility areas, including 

existing ones and those added during the 

current monitoring period.

• List new batches added during the 

current monitoring period.

Keep in mind:

• Eligibility areas are the foundation of a grouped 

projects.

• Eligibility areas ensure transparency and 

traceability across project lifetime.



V5#78: GROUPED PROJECT BATCH REPORT TEMPLATE

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Grouped Pro ject Batch Report Tem plate

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 

3.2.9 – 3.2.10, 3.5, 3.9

Review the instructions included in the 

Grouped Project Batch Report Template, 

v5.0 (GPBR template)

The template is used at verification, when a 

new batch of PAIs is added 

A single GPBR template must be completed 

for the batch of instances to be added to 

each eligibility area.

The template is organized to match the 

requirements on including new instances in 

Sections 3.5.8 - 11 of the VCS Standard, 

v5.0.



V5#78: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VC S ValR , section 3.1.9 - Pro ject D esig n 

VC S  ValR , section 3.1.4.4 - C apacity Lim it Elig ib ility

VC S  ValR, section 3.3.2.1 - Elig ib ility o f Methodolog y 

V C S  V erR, section 3.3 - N ew Pro ject A ctivity Instances in Grouped Pro jects

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

PD:

• Description of each eligibility area and its eligibility 

• Baseline scenario and additionality is based on the initial 

project activity instances and apply across the entire 

eligibility area.

MR: 

• Description of all eligibility areas, including existing ones

• Unique ID for each EAs, including existing ones

• Review all Grouped Project Batch Reports. A single report 

must be completed for each batch added 

VERRA



V5#09: DE MINIMIS REQUIREMENTS

• D e m inim is thresholds now apply to  all project types, 

the m ethodolog y perm its. 

• M ethodolog ies will specify:

o The de m inim is threshold  (capped at 5% )

o D ifferentiation by project scale

o Procedures for determ ining  whether em issions 

de m inim is. 

• New PD, MR, Validation and Verification template sections to 

sections to ensure de minimis demonstration. 

• Effective for all registration requests, crediting period renewal 

renewal requests, and verification approval requests that 

that include a baseline reassessment submitted on or after 

after 1 January 2027

1 

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.14.6. 

Section 3.15.13 from v4.7 was removed. 

VCS Methodology Requirements, v5.0, 

section 3.3.5 –3.3.6, 3.3.8, 3.3.11. Section 

3.7.3 in v4.4 was removed. 

REFERENCES



V5#09: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 3.3.1 "De Minimis GHG Sources and Carbon Pools"

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Table 1: State the applicable de 

minimis threshold, based on the 

methodology, and the source/pool 

to which it applies

Table 2: State the period used to 

compare the emission from the 

source/pool and the total emission 

reductions achieved

Table 3: Complete this table for 

each source/pool identified as de 

minimis. Explain the procedures 

used to estimate the emissions from 

the source/pool. Include equations 

here and all calculations in the ERR 

calculation spreadsheet.

Table 4: Justify that the sum of all 

contributions is less than the 

threshold.

1

4

3

2



V5#09: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS MR, section 5.4.4 "De Minimis Quantification“

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

• Reassessment is required 
when lower-than-expected 
project performance could 
affect conformance with the 
de minimis threshold.

• If reassessment is required, 
follow the table requirements

1. Threshold → Include 
threshold and period of 
comparison
2. Sources/pools → List 
applicable sources and 
pools
3. Emissions from sources
→ Enter estimated or 
updated emissions
4. Total updated ERRs → 
Update actual project 
ERRs
5. Assessment → Confirm 
de minimis status or 
include in project 
boundary and monitor 
further



V5#09: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.3.3.1 - De Minimis GHG Sources and Carbon Pools

VCS VerR, section 4.4.3.4 - De Minimis Quantification

• Similar table structure as for validation

• Only required when the actual emissions achieved are lower than 

estimated

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

• Are the sources and pools classified as 
de minimis appropriately excluded in 
accordance with the methodology?

• Is their quantification complete and 
accurate?

• Is their combined contribution below 
the applicable de minimis threshold?

• At verification, reassessment is only 
required when the actual emission 
reductions achieved are lower than 
estimated.



V5#44: VCS SECTORAL SCOPES AND VCS PROJECT CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Sectoral scope changes

• Scope 14. AFOLU 

• New scopes Other engineered removals

Ocean and marine resources

VCS project classification system

• Defines project categories and project activity types for all sectoral scopes

• Once implemented, can be used for searching, filtering, and better cross-

comparison of projects on Verra Registry

• Introduces new project activity types for ARR, IFM,  and ALM

Terminology clarification

The term ‘Non-AFOLU’ was replaced with more specific terminology 
(i.e., “energy and industry (E&I)” projects, “geologic carbon storage (GCS)” projects)

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Program Guide, v5.0, section 2.3 and 2.4 

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.2 (concept), 

Appendix 1. Section 2.1.1 from v4.7 was 

removed. 

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0 

VCS Methodology Requirements, v5.0, section 

2.7.1, Appendix 1 

VCS Sectoral Scopes and Project Classification 

Guidance, v5.0

REFERENCES

14. Forestry and other land use (forests, wetlands, and grasslands)

15. Agriculture 



V5#44: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 1.3; VCS MR, section 1.3 "Sectoral Scope and Project Classification"

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Sectoral Scopes and Project 

Classification Guidance, v5.0

Select the most appropriate choice from the 

dropdowns provided  (For AFOLU Projects, 

see Appendix 1 of the VCS Standard, v5.0)

Copy and paste the dropdown list if more 

selections are needed

Keep in mind:

• VVBs assess the appropriateness of the 

selected project classification. 

• Verra may raise findings where 

classification is inappropriate or 

incomplete. 



V5#44: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.1.3 - Sectoral Scope and Project Classification

VCS VerR, section 4.2.2 - Sectoral Scope and Project Classification

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

VVBs should focus on whether the project classification is 
complete, consistent, and justified by the methodology and 
project activities.

• All required sectoral scopes specified in the applied 
methodology(ies) have been selected. 

• All applicable project categories have been selected, 
including AFOLU categories where relevant, and the 
selections are appropriate for the project. 

• All applicable project activity types have been selected and 
accurately reflect the project activities and methodology 
requirements. 

• Where multiple classifications apply, the project proponent 
has included all relevant selections rather than only the 
primary classification. 

Common findings: Missing methodology-required 
classifications, incomplete selections where multiple 
categories apply, or classifications that do not align with the 
project activities described in the PD/MR.

VERRA



V5# 57: SEPARATIN G REPO RTIN G BY C O UN TRY AN D  M ETH O D O LO GY

What’s changing
Project proponents are now required to report reductions and removals 

broken down by:

• country of generation (for projects spanning multiple countries) 

• methodology applied (for projects using more than one methodology) 

Why it matters

• Improves transparency and traceability of VCUs

• Supports tracking of VCUs authorized for use under Article 6 and CORSIA

Effective for all project requests submitted on or after 1 January 2027 

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.14.2

REFERENCES



V5#57: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS MR, section 5.4.2 "Buffer Pool Allocation Calculation"

VCS MR, section 5.5.2 "Summary of Reductions and Removals“

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

• If the project spans more than one country, 

include a separate row for each vintage period 

and country. If the project only spans one 

country, the Country column may be deleted.

• If more than one methodology is applied, include 

a separate row for each vintage period and 

methodology. If the project only applies one 

methodology, the Methodology column may be 

deleted.

• Each country/methodology row should reflect 

calculations specific to that country or 

methodology, not derived from dividing up an 

already-combined figure.

• Incomplete reporting would be where figures are 

combined into a single row rather than broken 

out by country and methodology.



V5#57: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS ValR, section 3.4.2.2 - Buffer Pool Allocation Calculation

VCS ValR, section 4.2 - Conclusion on Estimated Reductions and Removals

VCS VerR, section 4.4.3.2 - Buffer Pool Allocation Calculation

VCS VerR, section 5.2 - Conclusion on Achieved Reductions and Removals

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

What evidence demonstrates conformance
• Quantification tables show a separate row for each vintage 

period, for each country and for each 

• Countries, methodologies in the PD matches what's reflected in 
the MR's disaggregated reporting.

Common documentation gaps or audit findings
• Combined or merged rows where separation is required (e.g., a 

single total reported for two countries).

How to assess consistency between PD/MR and supporting 
evidence
• Cross-check the countries and methodologies listed in the 

against those appearing in the MR's disaggregated tables. Flag 
any mismatch.

• Confirm the sum of disaggregated rows reconciles to any 
project-level total reported elsewhere in the MR.



V5#79: PROJECT LOCATION REPORTING

Clarified expectations for reporting a project’s geographic information 

Require that a geolocation file be submitted at both validation and 

verification.

In the VCS Program Definitions, the definitions for “leakage belt” and 
“project area” were revised. Definition for “project zone” was removed. 

New requirements in Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0.

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.10.1 – 3.10.4 

Registration and Issuance Process, v5.0, section 

3.1.7(2), 4.2.3 – 4.2.5, 4.4.3

VCS Program Definitions, v5.0

Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0

REFERENCES



V5#79: GEOLOCATION FILE REQUIREMENTS

SUMMARY OF THE REQUIREMENTS

• Content of the geolocation file specified by E&I, GCS and AFOLU, (e.g., all standard and methodology-specific 

location reporting)

• File structure and formatting requirements: Accepted file formats (i.e., KML/KMZ), coordinate systems, attribute 

requirements, naming conventions, and data quality expectations.

• Submission procedures: How geolocation files must be packaged and submitted with project documentation.

• Recommended best practices: Guidance for ensuring completeness, consistency, and usability of spatial data (e.g., 

valid geometries).



V5#79: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS

VCS PD, section 1.14 "Project Location"

• Maps:

• E&I and GCS: Coordinates of all PAIs

• AFOLU: polygons of the project area (all PAIs), all methodology-specific areas

• Grouped projects: Eligibility area

• Other location information: Meth/Standard-specific requirements and information on REDD+ jurisdiction status 

(AFOLU only)

USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

Review the VCS Standard, v5.0, Sections 

3.10.1 - 3.10.4 and the VCS Program 

Definitions v5.0

Present maps showing project location and 

spatial data.

Describe the project location information.

Submit geolocation file(s) with required 

polygons and points data, as applicable.

Keep in mind 

• All the standard and methodology-

specific requirements for project location 

information and maps must be met. 

• Geolocation files must comply with the 

Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0

VCS MR, section 1.8 "Project Location"

Project Location Changes: Report any updates to project location information during the monitoring period and provide 
revised location details where applicable. Otherwise, copy in the information from the PD or previous MR, whichever is the 
latest. 



V5#79: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS

V C S  V alR , section 3.1.12 - Pro ject Location

V C S  V erR, section 4.2.3 - Pro ject Location

WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

• Project location information is complete, accurate and consistent 

with the methodology-specific requirements.

• For AFOLU projects, confirm that there are no overlaps with other 

VCS projects.

• Geolocation file includes information for the specific project type and 

adheres to formatting requirements.

• At verification or crediting period renewal, confirm that any changes 

to the project location are reported in the project documents and in 

an updated geolocation file.

VERRA



V5#18: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS REPORTING

Minor update to incorporate into the VCS Standard the existing requirement 

that projects quantify contributions to specific SDG targets and indicators for at 

least three SDGs (or project-specific indicators where no relevant SDG indicator 

exists), which was previously included only in the VCS Monitoring Report 

template.

UPDATE HIGHLIGHTS

VCS Standard, v5.0, section 3.16 

REFERENCES



V5#18: PD/MR TEMPLATE SECTIONS

RELEVANT TEMPLATE SECTIONS USING THE TEMPLATE SECTIONS

• Indicator metadata is a key field of 

this table; it is the minimum 

information necessary to explain 

what the indicator measures and the 

criteria for its interpretation.

• Planned activities and expected 

contributions: outline how planned 

activities are intended to contribute 

to SD and explain how each 

indicator will measure such 

contributions.

• Use section 2.4 of the VCS Guidance: 

Right to Operate, Sustainable 

Development, Stakeholder 

Engagement, and Safeguards, v5.0

as a detailed and practical reference.

In the MR, changes 

to “Actions taken 
and contributions 

delivered”

https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/VCS-Guidance-Right-to-Operate-Sustainable-Development-Stakeholder-Engagement-Safeguards-v5.0.pdf
https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/VCS-Guidance-Right-to-Operate-Sustainable-Development-Stakeholder-Engagement-Safeguards-v5.0.pdf
https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/VCS-Guidance-Right-to-Operate-Sustainable-Development-Stakeholder-Engagement-Safeguards-v5.0.pdf
https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/VCS-Guidance-Right-to-Operate-Sustainable-Development-Stakeholder-Engagement-Safeguards-v5.0.pdf


V5#18: EXAMPLES INCLUDED IN THE GUIDANCE – Section 2.4



V5#18: VVB AUDIT FOCUS

VAL/VER TEMPLATE SECTIONS WHAT VVBS SHOULD LOOK FOR

Validation template

Verification

What evidence demonstrates conformance / Common 

documentation gaps or audit findings

• At validation, confirm that:

o planned actions and expected contributions are reasonable

reasonable

o the indicators are measurable and attributable to the project, and 

project, and appropriate to measure the contributions.

How to assess consistency between PD/MR and supporting evidence

evidence

• Cross-check the expected contributions described in the PD against 

against the contributions reported in the MR.

• Differences between planned and achieved contributions may 

may occur; the VVB may request explanation of considerable 

considerable changes. 

Verification-only considerations

• Confirm that:

o the project implemented the activities described in the MR.

MR.

o the quantified contributions are accurate, supported by evidence, 

evidence, and indicator metadata.

o the evidence provided corresponds to the data sources identified 

identified in the metadata field.

o accumulated contributions reported in the MR are consistent 

consistent with and accurately reflect contributions reported in 

reported in previous MRs.



Q&A

For all other questions: secretariat@verra.org



THANK YOU

VCS PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT TEAM

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION

VERRA.ORG

SECRETARIAT@VERRA.ORG
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