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VERRA

ABOUT VERRA

X
Verra sets the world’s leading standards for climate action and sustainable development. We build. S
standards for activities as diverse as reducing deforestation, to improving agricultural practices,
addressing plastic waste, and to achieving gender equality. We manage programs to certify t . c$;se
activities achieve measurable high-integrity outcomes. And we work with governments, bu&ﬁbsses, and
civil society to advance the use of these standards, including through the developmen(’éf markets.

Everything we do is in service of increasingly ambitious climate and sustainable de(& pTent goals -

>

and an accelerated transition to a sustainable future. @) &Q)
@ X
Verra’s certification programs include the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)’ﬁ}?}ZraV nd its Jurisdictional

and Nested REDD+ (JNR) framework, the CCBS) Program, the Sustaina\-%e D pment Verified Impact
Standard (SD VISta) Program, and the Plastic Waste Reduction Pr\\ .g&(b
Intellectual Property Rights, Copyright, o{q\\cﬁgisg’aﬁ%ﬁer

)
The intellectual property rights of all materials in this&mg&are owned by Verra or by entities that
have consented to their inclusion in this documem{O e}(b

The use of these materials in the establishr@?r Qf}(pgon of a project in a Verra certification
program is permissible (“Authorized Use” otEé?(commercial use of these materials is prohibited.
Without limiting the generality of the@oin{,@iewing, downloading, modifying, copying, distributing,
transmitting, storing, reproducing, Q\r\oé&‘ e using, publishing, licensing, transferring, selling, or
creating derivative works (in w er at) from this document or any information obtained from this
document other than for th ‘)@thoé d Use or for personal, academic, or other non-commercial

. o N
purposes is prohlblted.AQ %\A

All copyright and ot@pri tary notices contained in this document must be retained on any copies
made under th@tho&@ Use. All other rights of the copyright owner not expressly addressed above

are reserve%CJ \Q&

No reprﬁqg\enta’@ﬁ\, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made in this document. No
repr@ent%ﬂ&: warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made that the information provided is

r tQQurrent, or complete. While care is taken in the collection and provision of this information,
S\nd its officers, employees, agents, advisers, and sponsors will not be liable for any errors,
sions, misstatements, or mistakes in any information or damages resulting from the use of this

@éerr
W

\ﬂ\nformation, or any decision made or action taken in reliance on this information.


http://www.verra.org/project/vcs-program/
http://verra.org/project/jurisdictional-and-nested-redd-framework/
http://verra.org/project/jurisdictional-and-nested-redd-framework/
http://www.verra.org/project/ccb-program/
http://www.verra.org/project/sustainable-development-verified-impact-standard/
http://www.verra.org/project/sustainable-development-verified-impact-standard/
https://verra.org/plastic-program/

Vv VCS

1 Infroduction

1 INTRODUCTION

This document provides the definitions for terms used in the VCS Program documents. In addition, the .
definitions set out in ISO 14064-2, ISO 14064-3, and ISO 14065 shall apply to the VCS Program. Note (5\'
that defined terms in the VCS Program documents, in common with ISO convention, are used withou’L\6
capital first letters. Section 3 lists acronyms used in the VCS Program documents. . OQ
&

%)
This document will be updated from time to time, and readers must ensure that they are ’s@%g the most
current version of the document.
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2 Definitions
Aboveground Biomass X
Biomass above the soil, including the stem, stump, branches, bark, seeds, and foliage @(b
Accession Representation QQ
e The deed issued by the project proponent, and an acceding entity, made in respect of a cedmg

entity joining a project as project proponent, and which is prepared using the VCS Desq f Accession
in Respect of Registration Deed of Representation Template; or \

e The deed issued by the jurisdictional proponent, and an acceding entity, mad@}re Xt of an
acceding entity joining a jurisdictional baseline or program as jurisdictio @ropo@ﬂ, and which is
prepared using the VCS Deed of Accession in Respect of JNR Baseline’ﬁe lstre&n Deed of
Representation Template or the VCS Deed of Accession in Respect @JNR E(o'gram Registration Deed
of Representation Template, respectively (Q &

N &Oq

A methodological approach that determines additionality f leee)‘aass of project activity in accordance
with the VCS Program rules (i\
4 6\

Activity Method

Afforestation \OQ b(b

The direct human-induced conversion of land %as@een forested for a period of at least 50 years
to forested land through planting, seeding, r th&\uman-induced promotion of natural seed sources

Afforestation, Reforestation, and Reveg@hom@@?)

Activities that increase carbon stockg y biomass (and in some cases soils) by establishing,
increasing, and/or restoring ve t vs erthrough planting, sowing, and/or the human-assisted
natural regeneration of woody¥ege

Q)
AFOLU Pooled Buffer Ac@ \4

The account in the{ﬁ}é Rgﬁry containing non-tradable AFOLU buffer credits for covering the risk of
unforeseen loss ca stocks across the AFOLU project portfolio

Agricultural @ﬁﬁ M@gement ALM)

Act|V|t|e§}hat u@ﬁ‘ease carbon stocks in soils and woody biomass and/or decrease CO2, N20, and/or CHa
emi sq@us f@'n soils on croplands and/or grasslands

égﬂct\lt\&% Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)

’\\QTh%%éctoral scope that covers GHG emissions and emission reductions and/or removals from project or
\ﬂ&j ram activities in the agriculture, forestry, and other land use/land use change sectors and for which
he VCS Program has established rules and requirements with respect to specific project categories

Agro-Ecological Zones

Geographic areas based on similar characteristics such as combinations of soil, landform, and climatic
conditions
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2 Definitions

Agroforestry

An ecologically-based natural resource management system in which trees are integrated into farmland
and rangeland

Agro and Forest Residue .
(5\.
Agro residues are organic material produced as a by-product after harvesting and processing agricultl@l
crops; examples include bagasse, stover, chaff, and straw. Forest residues are organic materials aiﬁ Y-
product of forest harvesting; examples include chips, sawdust, branches, and bark %\
Approved GHG Program QK

alignment with VCS Program principles and requirements. The VCS Program Gu:de Standard

A GHG program that has been approved by the Verra Board, through a gap analysis, as@nonstratmg
further set out the implications of being an approved GHG program \%?

O
Area of Review (AOR) /(0 \'

The maximum areal extent that CO2 could impact underground sources rl% water fora GCS
project. This includes the area where potential natural and/or induc n pathways could exist

Authorized Representative \) Q

An entity authorized by the project or jurisdictional propon o c@ unicate with and provide
instructions to the Verra Registry on its behalf, with suc ion granted through a communications
agreement signed by both/all parties and submltted a Reglstry

Avoidable Reversal

A reversal over which the project proponen |n nce or control. Examples include poor project
management, removal of a portion of th@rq%@ea from participation, harvesting/over-harvesting, or
tillage events. \(\ 0(0

Belowground Biomass E}/

Living biomass of live roots, ?Q é excluding fine roots of less than 2 mm diameter because these
often cannot be dlstlngw caIIy from soil organic matter or litter

Binding Emission Li&({& @

A system that c@és l@@mg limits on the total GHG emissions or emissions per unit of output or activity
from a site, coﬁ:’pa@‘sector or region but does not include emissions trading.

Blue Ca,@& O\Q

aﬁrc ca stored in above- and below-ground biomass and soil pools in tidal and marine ecosystems
rove forests, seagrass meadows, and tidal marshes)

&‘Q CaQ@Iann

‘Cﬁie permanent removal of a VCU from circulation in the Verra Registry system for purposes other than
retirement (e.g., converting VCUs into another form of GHG credit, compensating for excess VCU issuance)



=/ VCS 2 Definitions

Capacity Limit

A limitation on any quantity in relation to the project imposed by a methodology applied to the project, the
GHG program under which the methodology applied to the project was developed, or the GHG program
under which the project was developed

Capital Expenditure (5.\'
9

The costs to the project activity of acquiring new assets or improving existing assets that are utilize@br

the duration of the project crediting period ‘%\O

N

Caprock AQ

A layer of impermeable rock that acts as a trapping mechanism, overlying a geologic r@\/oir that is the

target for permanent CO2 storage for a GCS project and has a fracture stress higheb n tﬂe. reservoir
fracture stress O ~§"O
@ P

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) &‘Q 66

/
GHG emission reduction or removal activities that capture CO2 and se @t’er i@‘to saline aquifers or into
depleted oil or gas reservoirs with the intention of permanent seque&éﬁo&z@geological timescales.
CCS is a type of geological carbon storage. 0\} @)

\
Carbon Dioxide Removal (Removal) 60 g’Q

O

A long-term atmospheric benefit attributable to a projec{fﬁ/itb\ﬁat increases durably-stored carbon
stocks in geological, terrestrial, ocean, or product 02@ p. 0& net of associated project and leakage
emission. Removals include anthropogenic enha en iological or geochemical sinks, and
transfers of biogenic carbon from short-term t@ -teg@carbon pools. Removals exclude natural CO2
uptake such as growth of natural forests. @Val e%lude maintenance of declining carbon stocks. One
carbon dioxide removal represents one me c%@ée\of COzremoved from the atmosphere.

N

Captured Flare or Vent Gas \\S\ O(b
L N

CHas that was previously flared 0@ nzs\ a project activity’s baseline and that is captured and used
during the project activity O R

o @
Carbon Pools AQK 6\A

A reservoir of carbo&%at he potential to accumulate (or lose) carbon over time, which for AFOLU
projects or prograths ee) passes aboveground biomass, belowground biomass, litter, dead wood, soil,
and wood pro S Q&

@ A
Carbon s@k O\Q
The @Qnti{y\‘a"carbon held within a carbon pool, measured in tonnes of CO2
NI
{\\@m@or
& T@%mployment of child workers younger than the applicable required minimum age or workers under

age of 18 to perform work that is physically, socially, or morally dangerous or harmful; that deprives
children of an education; or that requires a child to combine education with long hours and heavy work.

Climatic Impact Driver (CID)

Physical climate system conditions (e.g., means, events, extremes) that affect an element of society or
ecosystems
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Commercially Sensitive Information

See “Sensitive Information”

Communications Agreement

The agreement by which the project or jurisdictional proponent authorizes a third party to communicate X
with and provide instructions to the Verra Registry on its behalf, the form and scope of which shall be 9

determined solely by the Verra Registry and the signatories to the agreement (\
O
Confining Layer \%\
<
Single or multiple geological formations that are a barrier to substance movement \A

Containment

A characterization of overall storage site integrity in a GCS project, whereby theéé%’log}?(gals caprock, or
other trapping mechanisms contain the injected fluids «&\ @

Cooperative Hub Project X J
Q' &

A GCS project in which pore space tenure holders, storage site oper. S, @?(%ther entities with interests
in capture sites and the transportation network have agreement plants, equipment, and
processes, and share common infrastructure that coIIect|ver6@ves taQtore CO2

Crediting Period (Q 6\40

e The time period for which GHG emission reduct i@ ovals generated by the project are eligible
for issuance as VCUs, not including any pote@ cr%ﬁtqng period renewals. Also referred to as the
“Project Crediting Period”; or C)

e The time period for which GHG emls t@%ns or removals generated by the jurisdictional
REDD+ program are eligible for i | CUs not including any potential crediting period
renewals. Also referred to as thQ\ Crediting Period”

Crediting Period Start Date O(\ s\\

The start date of a non- AF % Qét is the date on which the project began generating GHG emission
reductions or remova €es date of an AFOLU project or jurisdictional REDD+ program is the date on
which activities that y%\eneratlon of GHG emission reductions or removals are implemented (e.g.,
planting, changm ric | or forestry practices, rewetting, restoring hydrological functions, or
implementing @Qh @e t or protection plans).; Equivalent to “Project Start Date” and “Program
Crediting Pegiod S&éDate"

\
Cropla N O
S angiiog
A.r@ ar@‘t illage land and agro-forestry systems where vegetation falls below the threshold used for the

dgrest\bq‘ﬁd category
« s(.‘{'@cgmary Rights Holder

ﬁolder of a legjitimate customary right to lands, territories, and resource usage
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Customary Rights to Lands, Territories and Resources

Patterns of long-standing community lands, territories, and resource usage in accordance with Indigenous
Peoples’ and local communities’ customary laws, values, customs, and traditions, including seasonal or
cyclical use, rather than formal legal title to lands, territories and resources issued by the Statel.

-

Dead Wood (5\'

.

Non-living woody biomass not contained in the litter, either standing, lying on the ground, or in the }
Dead wood includes wood lying on the surface, dead roots, and stumps larger than or equal to %’n m in
diameter or any other diameter used by the host country for its UNFCCC national inventory a ting

Deemed Savings Factor <’\\.

A type of default factor used to estimate the GHG emission reductions or removals&{gom ted with a unit
of activity implemented by the project, such as a project activity instance

Default Factor &‘0 6\(0

A parameter value that is specified in a methodology to standardize the@‘l {I§<\w of net GHG emission
reductions and/or removals and provide greater consistency of calc & 0SS projects

. \} )
Deforestation O Q\

The direct human-induced conversion of forest land to nor@qrest&ﬁb%
Degradation Q{b \b

The persistent reduction of canopy cover and/or ﬁbon ks in a forest due to human activities such as
animal grazing, fuelwood extraction, timber r @val her such activities, but that does not result in
the conversion of forest to non-forest Iandﬂéﬂfall@nder the IPCC 2003 Good Practice Guidance land
category of forest remaining forest 6 ‘Q

Degraded Ecosystem g\\\s\ 0(b

An ecosystem where ecosystemqunc C@IS disrupted to an extent where it can no longer sustain its biotic
and abiotic characteristics a%@m ated by peer-reviewed literature, or expert judgement

Distributed Mini-Grid Ag @\A

Localized grid- conQS (t\ed Q@etrlmty generation units that facilitate the delivery of electricity to the user but
do not dlsplace il f from the grid or sell electricity to the grid

Double CI(\@” \Q

Any si |on nQ/h|ch the same GHG emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal is credited or claimed
by mare th@%ne entity towards separate mitigation targets or emissions inventories. Double claiming
oA@clude nested claims such as the same reduction or removal being claimed by a business and
‘Q % diction(s) in which it operates. Double claiming includes when a GHG emission reduction or
n dioxide removal is credited under the VCS Program and the same emission reductions and
ovals or GHG-related benefits are also credited or claimed under an emission trading program,
binding emissions limit, or GHG-related environmental credit system. See “Emissions Trading Program”,
“Binding Emissions Limit”, and “GHG-related Environmental Credit System”.

1 See: World Bank Operational Manual, OP 4.10 - Indigenous Peoples, 200
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Double Counting

Any situation in which the same GHG emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal is counted, claimed,
or credited more than once. Double counting includes double issuance, double use, and double claiming.

Double Issuance (5\
Any situation in which the same GHG emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal is credited by two o
more projects, or through two or more GHG programs. Double issuance includes when the same G
emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal issued as a VCU under the VCS Program is also ¢
under another GHG program, and such credits have not been cancelled under the other GH% gr
See “GHG Program” for further clarification of what constitutes double issuance. \

S
L7\
Any situation where a GHG emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal or GHG-(g te%ﬁ?enefit is further
sold, transferred, retired, used, or cancelled after having already been retirec[&@ﬂse%{b

Double Use

Drained Peatland

A peatland having a lower than natural average annual water level erated water loss or
decreased water supply resulting from human activities and con% tlo th on- and off-site

Emissions Trading Program

A voluntary or regulatory program or scheme that allow &Q\ra % in GHG credits or allowances.
Examples of an emission trading program include ¢ em|SS|on trading schemes, such as
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) a p¢§v Union Emissions Trading System, or
baseline-and-credit system such as Canada’s Q%g t B&d Pricing System.

Ecosystem A (\

A complex of living organisms and th@otlognwronment with which they interact in a specified location

Ecosystem Conversion E}'
The altering of an ecosyste ou \%Iearmg planting or seeding, or negative changes to vegetation,
soil, or hydrology as a res es introduced as part of project activities, or other project activities
which impact the ecosys m(Q
Facility \g(\ \(b

NIRS)

) . . .
A single installﬁt\% t of installations, or production processes (stationary or mobile), which can be
defined w&@l a aphical boundary, organizational unit, or production process

- O
Forc%@abirb.
Q%r which someone has not offered himself or herself voluntarily; any work performed under
\Q@we penalty; any work that is demanded as repayment for a loan or debt; any work for which the
r was recruited, transported, harbored, obtained, or received through the use of deception,
imidation, threat, force, or other forms of coercion for the purpose of exploitation; and any work
performed by a prisoner that is not performed voluntarily or for which he or she does not receive pay.

Free-rider

An activity that is undertaken without requiring any intervention from the carbon market but that
nonetheless receives credit for the GHG emission reductions or removals that it generates


https://www.rggi.org/
https://www.rggi.org/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-emissions-trading-system-eu-ets_en#:~:text=The%20EU%20ETS%20is%20a,and%20remains%20the%20biggest%20one.
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/eu-emissions-trading-system-eu-ets_en#:~:text=The%20EU%20ETS%20is%20a,and%20remains%20the%20biggest%20one.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system.html
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Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)

A safeguard to protect the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, particularly relating to

decision-making processes that affect their lands, territories, and resources. To satisfy the meaning of

FPIC, the agreement of the affected community must be obtained (1) without coercion, (2) before any

irreversible action is taken, and (3) after the community is provided accurate and culturally appropriate .

information about the nature, scope, and potential impacts of the proposed project. %(b
N

Forest
OQ

Land with woody vegetation that meets an internationally accepted definition (e.g., UNFCCC, 8’ or IPCC)
of what constitutes a forest, which includes threshold parameters, such as minimum fore\it:érea tree
height, and level of crown cover, and may include mature, secondary, degraded, and W&Q& d forests

Geological Carbon Mineralization (GCM) \)KK \%\
GHG emission reduction or removal activities that store CO2 in underground sj {Q mineralization
processes. It relies on chemical reactions of injected CO2 with reservoir rocﬁ(e to immobilize and
trap CO2 permanently as carbonates or other solids. GCM is a type of G ic arbon Storage.

>
Geological Carbon Storage (GCS) ((\ O®

GHG emission reduction or removal activities that store CO2 ||§®Q:ferg@ d sinks with the intention of
permanent sequestration on geological timescales. It incl% M, and utilization of CO2 in

underground reservoirs \

S
GHG Emission Reduction (Reduction) Q e}‘b
A long-term atmospheric benefit attributable t grOJex@ctlwty that reduces or avoids anthropogenic or
natural GHG emissions into the atmosphe&?}a omated project and leakage emissions. One GHG
emissions reduction represents one metré n\noe@ COz2 equivalent emissions reduced.

X

GHG Program $\\ 0@

A formal or organized program, s em@éarrangement for the recognition of activities leading to GHG
emission reductions or carb IOXI é\\'emovals and/or the crediting or issuance of instruments
representing, or acknowle %n' em|SS|on reductions or carbon dioxide removals. Examples of a GHG
program include, but are\not |j \ed to, any form of GHG crediting mechanism that issues carbon credits
or offsets, such as inéha j and independent programs (CDM, JI, ACR, CAR, Gold Standard), or any
other carbon credi anisms or offsets systems administered by government agencies, such as the
Switzerland CO\-JQ teg\@i ns Crediting Mechanism or Canada federal GHG Offset System.

GHG—rela@@nv' \mental Credit System

A sy fogfhe crediting, issuance of instruments, or acknowledging activities that could be interpreted
vin G emission reduction or carbon dioxide removal value. Examples of a GHG-related
. g\vir ntal credit system include, but are not limited to, energy attribute certificates (EAC); renewable

«‘Qen ¢gy certificates (REC); Guarantee of Origin (GO); or renewable thermal certificates (RTC).

\(éHG Statement

A clearly identifiable, factual, and objective declaration made by the project proponent of the project’s
GHG emission reductions or removal enhancements, and which provides the subject matter for the
verification or validation body’s opinion. Such a statement could be presented at a point in time or could
cover a period of time and must be capable of consistent evaluation or measurement against suitable
criteria by the validator or verifier


https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/topics/climate/info-specialists/reduction-measures/compensation/in-switzerland/registered-projects.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system.html
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Grassland

Areas dominated by grasses with a density of trees too low to meet an internationally accepted definition
of forest, including savannas (i.e., grasslands with scattered trees). Grasslands also include managed
rangeland and pastureland that is not considered cropland where the primary land use is grazing, and
which may also include grass-dominated systems managed for conservation or recreational purposes % .

Grid-Connected Electricity Generation K 6

The generation of electricity primarily for delivery to a national or regional grid where at least 509

annual electricity generation (by quantity of energy, not capacity) is planned to be delivered t § h a grid.
Generation of electricity for on-site self-consumption, delivery to a micro-grid, distributed Qﬂ& -grid, or off-
grid consumption is not included in this definition.

Grouped Project \)KK \"O\

A project to which additional instances of the project activity, which meet pre\egabl%@d eligibility
criteria, may be added subsequent to project validation

\x Y
Harvesting activity (\ (b((\
The harvest of trees, vegetation, or other biomass, which resul n by more than 20% of
carbon stocks over a five-year period that starts when a redu of cj@on stocks occurs. In the case of

grouped projects, the 20% threshold applies to each proj {6 IVI stance
Human Trafficking
The process through which individuals are pIaceQﬁ%a@Qﬁed in an exploitative situation for economic
gain. This can include recruitment, transporta ran@r harboring, or receipt of an individual by
means of threat or use of force or other forqi of co z n.

O
Implementing Partner R ‘Q

N

The individual or organization operéq\' eqdrojeot or program activity (or activities) in partnership with
the project or jurisdictional prop@ E.\ ectively

Improved Forest Managem@ IFI\Q}

Activities that change Tést gement practices and increase carbon stock on forest lands managed
for wood products timber, pulpwood, and fuelwood

Injection Zone \§ &Og

The geol @% in the subsurface into which a substance is injected for GCS projects

in
Insta{k® {0’0
%e‘é” P@g&t Activity Instance (Instance)”

«\\mgpm Allocation Mechanism

‘Cﬁie mechanism for the distribution of GHG credits and/or other benefits, established by the jurisdictional
proponent as part of the jurisdictional REDD+ program

Invasive Species

A non-native species whose introduction and spread by human activity either accidentally or intentionally
may cause socio-cultural, economic, or environmental harm or harm to human health as set out in the
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Global Invasive Species Database and/or a jurisdictional registry which takes precedence over any global
dataset

Issuance Representation

The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent at each VCU issuance request, made in X

respect of the GHG emission reductions and/or removals generated by the project, and which is prepareg).
using the VCS Issuance Deed of Representation Template; or \6

The unilateral representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent at each VCU issuance requ%@made
in respect of the GHG emission reductions and/or removals generated by the jurisdictional p m, and
which is prepared using the VCS JNR Program Issuance Deed of Representation Template\Q

JNR Expert
A person with expertise and experience in jurisdictional baselines and/or REDD+ \Nho is
approved by Verra for participation on expert panels for the validation/verific%@n ofé@sdmtlonal REDD+
programs &
\ 4

JNR Program Description (Program Description) (\ {0((\
The document that describes the jurisdictional baseline and/or p emission reductions or

Qﬁl f@‘unsdlctlons registering only a

jurisdictional baseline) or the VCS JNR Program Descriptio
programs), respectively
4

removals and that uses the VCS JNR Baseline Description Te
&%v (for jurisdictional REDD+

Jurisdiction Kog 6(&

The administrative unit such as a nation, stat vma@reglon department or district, or an eco-region
or other demarcated area, defined by the @;I proponent, or, for non-nested projects, by Verra

Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ (J R)\Q ‘Q
Q ro‘

The approach under the VCS Progr, h reduced emissions from deforestation, reduced emissions
from degradation, and removal @gon stock enhancements can be credited at the jurisdictional
and/or nested project Ievelsgo

Jurisdictional Approval ,L\Q@forlt‘yc\A

The government a { rtment, or organization that has control of and responsibility for reviewing
and giving approyat, or no-objection letter, to lower-level jurisdictional REDD+ programs and/or
projects, and t m may not be the same entity as the jurisdictional proponent

JurlsdlcU@I B&Q@ne Period

The ‘Q& Qg@ for which the baseline for a jurisdictional REDD+ program is valid

\sd@%nal Proponent

’QQ ?overnment agency, department, or organization that has overall control and responsibility for the
Isdictional REDD+ program, or a government agency, department, or organization that together with
others, each of which is also a jurisdictional proponent, has overall control of or responsibility for the
jurisdictional REDD+ program. The entity(s) that can demonstrate program ownership in respect of the
jurisdictional REDD+ program


http://www.iucngisd.org/gisd/
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Jurisdictional Pooled Buffer Account

The account in the Verra Registry containing non-tradable jurisdictional and nested REDD+ buffer credits
for covering the risk of unforeseen losses in carbon stocks across the jurisdictional REDD+ program and
REDD+ project portfolio

Jurisdictional REDD+ Program and Jurisdictional Program (5.\'
&
See “Program”
| &
Label (VCU Label, Verra Unit Label) \%

A marker on a Verra unit, representing that the unit has met the requirements of anothersq; |f|cat|on or
is eligible or approved for use under a national, sectoral, or investor-specific market

Land-Based Accounting \§ \"O\

A method of GHG accounting in which all land in an entire geographic area/{0 @gﬁ is included in
the accounting through categorization of land-use types and a sampling or m dell approach sufficient
to capture carbon stocks and changes in carbon stocks, irrespective oqu vr%

Large Project (Q OQ)

A project that generates 300,000 tonnes of CO2e or more of @b er&&ons reductions or removals per

year (Q \AO
Large-Scale Commercial Deforestation Q\(b gé

>
An area of deforestation that exceeds 1,000 ha, %re (}Qsingle monitoring period (or, between two
points of remotely sensed historical data), th @s a e post-deforestation land use (e.g., commercial
agriculture or timber plantation), not inclu%@ére lcovered by the footprint of large infrastructure (such
as a dam) or those affected by natural qgu ba@s (i.e., due to geologic or weather-related events)

Leakage \(\ (,(0'
Net changes of anthropogenlc GHG sources that occur outside the project or program
boundary, but are attnbutab ect or program

Leakage Area
The sum of |nd|V|d eal@(\elts Such leakage belts need not be contiguous
Leakage Belt (_,0

The geowca{%a around the project area where leakage is expected

Leake@ M@%gement Zone

h\e d s\s&e geographical area outside of the project area where project activities are implemented to
edqs he risk of activity-shifting leakage (i.e., sustainable agriculture)

\(&‘t ng Representation

The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent at the time of the project pipeline listing
request, made in respect of the project, and which is prepared using the VCS Listing Representation
Template; or
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The unilateral representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent at the time of the jurisdictional
baseline or program listing request, made in respect of the jurisdictional baseline or program, and which
is prepared using the VCS JNR Baseline Listing Deed of Representation Template or the VCS JNR
Program Listing Deed of Representation Template, respectively

Litter X

Non-living biomass, with a size less than a minimum threshold diameter (e.g., 10 cm) chosen by the h@st
country for its UNFCCC national inventory accounting, lying dead, in various states of decomposm
above the mineral or organic soil, including litter, fumic and humic layers. Live fine roots (of Ie?han the
threshold diameter for belowground biomass) are included in litter where they cannot be dli@ shed
from it empirically

(\

Long-Term Carbon Pool &\

A carbon pool where carbon stocks are maintained for more than 100 years bu y Q@gularly
exchanged with atmospheric carbon (e.g., stable forests or biochar) «*{\ 66
/

Loss Event X
(\

e Inan AFOLU project, any event or group of events that results Qs@atlve loss of more than five
percent of previously verified emission reductions and remo t qualifies as a loss when it
affects carbon stocks in pools included in the project bou hat are expected to be
sequestrated and/or maintained under the project SC@I’IO gfdmples include illegal logging, tillage,

and fuelwood collection. or b\

e Inajurisdictional program, any event or grougj@vee@t at results in a cumulative loss of more than
five percent of previously verified emissio d removals due to losses in carbon stocks in

pools included in the program bounda is n&planned for in the program description (e.g.,
harvesting as set out in management ns described in the program description is not a loss
event). Examples include harvesti yortMevels predicted in the baseline, construction of roads or

other infrastructure not mcludes{’ﬁ? he eline, or significant natural disturbances

Loss Event Report
o° &¥
The document that descn&g@a A@Cords a loss event using the Loss Event Report Template

Loss Event Represen&ﬂon (Q

e The unilater fepre{%tatlon issued by the project proponent prepared using the VCS Loss Event
Deed of R ion Template and made in respect of the carbon stock loss estimate in a loss

evenf\@ort; @

. Tt*@ nllz;?%l representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent prepared using the VCS JNR
R % oss Event Deed of Representation Template and made in respect of the carbon stock loss
u:h e in a loss event report
%

&\Q M@t Leakage Evaluation

\Q‘he evaluation by the project or jurisdictional proponent of the project’s or program’s market leakage
impacts and discount factor, documented in the project description, program description, or monitoring
report, as applicable
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Materiality

The concept applied to determine if errors, omissions, and misstatements in information could affect the
GHG statement and influence decisions resulting from it

Methodology .
g \'

A specific set of criteria and procedures, which apply to specific project activities, for identifying the . 2
project boundary, determining the baseline scenario, demonstrating additionality, quantifying net C({
emission reductions and/or removals, and specifying the monitoring procedures %\

N

Methodology Development and Review Process AQ

The process by which new or revised methodologies, modules, and tools are develope@hd reviewed
under the VCS Program \)Q\ \-
\"o

Methodology Deviation \(b

A deviation from the criteria and procedures for monitoring or measuremerﬁet oﬁ)m a methodology

applied to the project @(\ (b((\
Methodology Developer 0(0 00§
O
An entity that develops a methodology, tool, or module 60 "O’Q
Methodology Revision (0'@ 6\40
\

A revision to the criteria and procedures of an existi{@%etg logy
Micro-Grid %Q \"00

he)
A localized grid that facilitates the deliver ecti{City to discrete and often remote sets of infrastructure
that do not otherwise have reliable acce\sgto icity

‘0

Model 0(‘}

o4
A formula or set of formulae tf@f\\uses\&rameters and input values to establish the value of one or more

output variables @ Q
NN
Module QQ \

A component of a Q@% &%gy that can be applied to perform a specific methodological task
Monitoring Reﬁb\} \Q

. e;\dfé\um at records data to allow the assessment of the GHG emission reductions or removals
@ y the project during a given time period in accordance with the monitoring plan set out in
the pgdiject description, and which is prepared using the VCS Monitoring Report Template or an

9
a@ved combined monitoring report template available on the Verra website; or

’QQ %‘le document that records data to allow the assessment of the GHG emission reductions or removals
s(’\\' generated by the program during a given time period in accordance with the monitoring plan set out
in the jurisdictional program description, and which is prepared using the VCS JNR Monitoring Report
Template available on the Verra website

Monoculture

A crop or a population of a single species



=/ VCS 2 Definitions

Native Ecosystem

A landscape composed of naturally occurring and self-sustaining biotic and abiotic components
demonstrated by peer-reviewed literature, expert judgement, or government registry

Native Species .

X
A species that has been observed in the region, is naturally occurring and self-sustaining as . @(b
demonstrated by peer-reviewed literature, expert judgement, or government registry (\\
O
Natural Disturbance \%\

Non-anthropogenic events or non-anthropogenic circumstances that cause significant em'ks};gqs from
forests and are beyond the control of, and not materially influenced by, a project orjur'@ﬁbtional
proponent, such as wildfires, insect and disease infestations, extreme weather eve tsﬁ, and(pr geological
disturbances. Harvesting and prescribed burning are not considered natural distuth ne%%’

Nested Project &\06 bé)\'(b

/
A registered REDD+ project, that is not currently subject to a grandpare@}g p@ﬁbd, and that is located
within a jurisdiction covered by a registered jurisdictional REDD+ pr q&(b
Nested Subnational Jurisdiction 000 ﬂo
4
A subnational jurisdiction that is located within a national j 'giciﬁ?covered by a jurisdictional REDD+
program that is also registered under the VCS Program {b. &}

Non-native Species \O Q&b

A species that is not endemic to the region, o @wt @%cted to exist in the ecosystem, as demonstrated
by peer-reviewed literature, expertjudgemaébr gqx(ernment registry
O

Non-Negligible CO2 Containment Losg{\\e (b{Q
o\

Movement of CO2 from a GCS site(sj\o t mosphere or above the injected zone, greater than 0.001%
(one part in 100,000) of accun&@atq%@ected volumes, or 1 tCO2, whichever is higher
X N\

N
Non-Permanence Risk ®§6 \AQ}
The risk that carborg@%d i %arbon pool (e.g., above-ground biomass, soil, geologic reservoirs) is
a

released back into t here as CO2 or CHa. This risk may be associated with natural events such
as fires, pests, %m ther events, leaks from geologic reservoirs, or human-caused events such as
tree harvest%&)ch s in soil management practices

Non—Pe;@&en@%ﬁk Analysis

O *
o _The a&@sment of the risk of a potential loss in carbon stock in the project over a period of 100
%\O‘K/e\i&,ebrepared by the project proponent using the VCS Non-Permanence Risk Report Template; or
\ .

&\Qo She assessment of the risk of a potential loss in carbon stock in the jurisdictional program over a
\(’\{\' eriod of 100 years, prepared by the jurisdictional proponent using the VCS JNR Non-Permanence
Risk Report Template

Non-Project Areas

Forest areas (or areas converted to forest or otherwise revegetated) within a jurisdiction, but outside
project boundaries or nested subnational jurisdiction boundaries, that are included in the accounting of
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GHG emissions and emission reductions and/or removals (e.g., areas where GHG emission reductions
and/or removals are generated through the implementation of government policies and programs, rather
than by projects or activities implemented within nested subnational jurisdictions)

No-Objection Letter

-

Xo*

A written letter or other written communication from the jurisdictional approval authority of the higher- @)
level jurisdiction stating that it does not object to a specific (lower-level) jurisdictional REDD+ progran\@

element or project being submitted for registration under the VCS Program . O(\
N

Official Translation Qﬁq’
A translation by a member of a member body of the International Federation of Translatg{s
Partial Release Representation &K \

&
e The deed issued by the project proponents and the Verra Registry, made m@esp a project

proponent leaving a project, and which is prepared using the VCS DeecPQ ialRelease in Respect

of Registration Deed of Representation Template; or

e The deed issued by the jurisdictional proponent and the Verra try(éz de in respect of a
jurisdictional proponent leaving a jurisdictional baseline or j ictighAlprogram, and which is
prepared using the VCS Deed of Partial Release in Respeg? JNF{@aseIme Registration Deed of
Representation Template or the VCS Deed of Partial R spect of JNR Program Registration
Deed of Representation Template, respectively

Peatland \OQ &b

An area with a layer of naturally accumulated @amc%n@enal (peat) that meets an internationally
accepted threshold (e.g., host-country, FA PC for the depth of the peat layer and the percentage of
organic material composition. Peat orlgg Qefuse of water saturation. Peat soil is either saturated
with water for long periods or art|f|C| mmon names for peatland include mire, bog, fen,
moor, muskeg, pocosin, and peat q}‘h

péﬁ.vest
Performance Benchmark $\\\

(? A\
A benchmark against Whl@l e@ﬁbrmance of individual projects is assessed to determine additionality
and/or the crediting ba\ ine 5

Performance Ben &V@trlc

The indicator, €p in terms of tonnes of CO2e per unit of output, tonnes of CO2e per unit of input, or
asa seq tr|c used to define the performance benchmark

Perf%@nceb(lethod

A{ietlx oglcal approach that establishes a performance benchmark to determine additionality and/or
\cﬁhe crediting baseline in accordance with the VCS Program rule

@Q Space Tenure

The legal instrument that provides the exclusive subsurface right to inject CO2 into the target geologic
reservoir for permanent CO2 storage in a GCS project

Pore Space Tenure Holder

The person(s) or organization(s) legally entitled to pore space tenure for a GCS project
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Post-Injection Assessment Period (PIAP)

The period extending 1000 years from the end of injection, used as the timeframe over which GCS
permanence is assessed

Post-Injection Site Care .
>
The activities required at a GCS storage site during the closure and post-closure monitoring periods, . S
typically including monitoring, any site remediation, and closure activities. (\\
O
Post-Injection Site Care Period (PISC Period) \%\
%)
The period extending from the end of injection at a GCS storage site to the end of post-cl(e\é'tl}e monitoring
Post-Closure Period \KQ \
o .
The period extending indefinitely after GCS storage site closure. O ’%‘o
@ @
Program & GQ
/
\'en t establishes and

The program established by a national or subnational jurisdictional prw&w
operationalizes rules and requirements to enable accounting and c@« mg@ EDD+ policies and
measures and/or nested projects, implemented as GHG mitigati ctiv(@s, and described in the
jurisdictional program description. Also referred to as “Jurisdie@qalg@D+ Program” or “Jurisdictional

Program” (Q \QO

Program Activity g\(b (0\6
)

The specific set of REDD+ policies and measure Eecif' y the jurisdictional REDD+ program, that

alter the conditions identified in the baseline&gnari%i@d which result in GHG emission reductions or
U

removals
R
Program Crediting Period \6 {Q
& D
See “Crediting Period” 6\ /

Program Crediting Period Staé\@%t%{s\‘\\g

See “Crediting Period St&Qbat%‘@

Program Ownershing\' {O(Q

The legal righté’&nt{qb%d operate the program activities. Distinct from proof of right

Program ,S\{& D @_)\Q

See “C@\diti eriod Start Date”
QL8
P@raQAQensitive Information

o % .
&‘Q\Se ensitive Information Project”. The project activity or activities implemented as a GHG project and
ribed in the project description

Project Activity

The specific set of technologies, measures, and/or outcomes, specified in a methodology applied to the
project, that alter the conditions identified in the baseline scenario and which result in GHG emission
reductions or carbon dioxide removals
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Project Activity Instance (Instance)

A particular set of implemented technologies and/or measures that constitute the minimum unit of
activity necessary to comply with the criteria and procedures applicable to the project activity under the
methodology applied to the project

Project Area (8\'
&)
The geographic area in which the project activities are implemented. (\\
O
Project Boundary \%\
%)
The specification of GHG sources, sinks, and reservoirs associated with the project and be\sj;line
scenarios @(\
Y
Project Crediting Period O ~§"O
" : @ P
See “Crediting Period” &‘(\ b@
/
Project Crediting Period Start Date @Q\’ (b((\
See “Crediting Period Start Date” 0(0 OQ§
o &
Project Description 60 Q
O"o
The document that describes the project’s GHG emissio u&)ﬂ or removal activities and that uses
ed project description template

either the VCS Project Description Template, an appro co
available on the Verra website, or the project des&i@b tQ late specified by the relevant approved

GHG program \"0’
roject Description Deviation A (\
O

A deviation from the project design, p@&u@%nd other specifications set out in the project description
>
Project Documents 6\ 6/0

The documents required to re@%r j\lﬁg\%roject and/or issue VCUs, as set out in the Registration and
Issuance Process Qg AQ)
5
NS
>
The time period\o):@@wh@ project activities are implemented

&)
Project Lon%vgt’y \Q&

The nu&’b§r\of@\ars, beginning from the project start date, that project activities will be maintained. In
som(@se%\@'bject longevity period can be longer than a project’s crediting period

Project Lifetime

o)
. éhaje&\“%{hod

’\\Q/\@Hodological approach that uses a project-specific approach for the determination of additionality
\(éq [/or the crediting baseline in accordance with the VCS Program rules

Project Ownership

The legal right to control and operate the project activities. Distinct from proof of right
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Project Pipeline
The list of projects on the Verra Registry, which are either under development or under validation
Project Proponent

The individual or organization that has overall control and responsibility for the project, or an individual o%\’;
organization that together with others, each of which is also a project proponent, has overall control oKL,
responsibility for the project. The entity(s) that can demonstrate project ownership in respect of the(\

O

project
&

| | 2
Project Proponent Representation Q
A unilateral deed of representation issued by the project proponent(s) and/or individue%%r organizations
accorded certain rights in respect of a project &K \ .

_ oY @
Project Start Date 1% \(b\

o &7 @

See “Crediting Period Start Date” ,b

X
S &,06\

Project Zone

The area where AFOLU project activities aim to generate or main@'} net(@ ate benefits, which includes
the project area, WRC buffer zone, leakage belt(s), and Ieaka@wangé@ment area(s)

Property Rights (0'@ 6\40
Statutory and legitimate customary tenure/use/acc@ng%ement rights to lands, territories, and
resources existing within the project area. QK
S @
Proof of Right O (\,"O

The document(s) demonstrating the enti\q,’s ri@% all and any GHG emission reductions or removals
generated by the project or progra @ing crediting period or verification period, as the case may be.
Distinct from project ownership a ro ownership

o @&

A parameter that is moni&@%d \ﬁ)neasured to determine the value of a strongly correlated parameter
that is not monitored&(‘mea@%d

Reduced Emiss@@rocn@(ebforestation and Degradation (REDD)

Proxy

Activities th du HG emissions by slowing or stopping conversion of forests to non-forest land
and/or re@ce %@egradation of forest land where forest biomass is lost

REDQQ\ &{b’

. é&%/l k{é%at reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and/or degradation by slowing or stopping

«Q\conyg ion of forests to non-forest land and/or reducing the degradation of forest land where forest

idmhass is lost; and/or activities that enhance carbon stocks through improved forest management
“and/or afforestation, reforestation or revegetation

Reforestation

The direct human-induced conversion of non-forested land to forested land through planting, seeding
and/or the human-induced promotion of natural seed sources on land that was once forested but has
been converted to non-forested land
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Reference Region

The region from which historical and current deforestation and degradation quantities and trends are
ascertained to predict future deforestation and degradation quantities in the baseline scenario

Registration Representation X
The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent at the time of the project registration . %
request, made in respect of the project, and which is prepared using the VCS Registration Deed on

Representation Template; or %\

The unilateral representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent at the time of the progra@
registration request, made in respect of the jurisdictional baseline or program, and whichis prepared
using the VCS JNR Baseline Registration Deed of Representation Template or the JNQ@ gram

Registration Deed of Representation Template, respectively \Q,\

Regulatory Surplus \0 \(b

Project activities are not mandated by any law, statute, or other regulatoxf,ram k, or for UNFCCC non-
Annex | countries, any systematically enforced law, statute, or other reél\dto mework.

Remedial Liability \}® \Oq

The responsibilities and resourcing associated with any site r@%dg@?actwmes and/or costs
Remote Sensing (RS) K(O.QQ &A

The use of an instrument, such as a radar device K@%er@% scan the earth from a distance in order to
collect data (e.g., for forest inventory or monitoyj @

Reservoir Model AQ
A model of the subsurface for GCS pers&é w(g@ incorporates geological characteristics of the storage
reservoir g\\ 6’
Retirement

o° &¥
The permanent removal o &QCVCUS% circulation in the Verra Registry system to denote it has been used
by the owner in a clalm\q @

Revegetation (\

establish tation that covers a minimum area of 0.05 hectares, does not meet the definitions
of affor reforestation, and falls under the IPCC 2003 Good Practice Guidance land category

of n%@vres{'ymammg non-forest

R&rﬂg

/QQA tlon where the net GHG benefit, taking into account project or program emissions, removals and

\(t;@ age, in any monitoring period is negative. The amount of a reversal is calculated as the difference
t

etween the current total to-date net GHG benefit of the project or program, compared to the total to-date
net GHG benefit of the project or program at the previous verification event

A direct humang duge‘@actlwty to increase carbon stocks of woody biomass on sites through the

Rewetting

The elevation of the average annual water table in drained peatland by partially or entirely reversing the
existing drained state
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Scope 3 Emissions Double Claiming

A situation where an organization reports the same GHG emission reductions or removals in its Scope 3
emissions statement that are also associated with a VCS project.

Scope 3 Inventory Emissions X
All indirect GHG emissions (including both upstream and downstream emissions not included in Scop%’?
that occur in an organization’s Scope 3 emissions inventory boundary, as defined in the Corporate,&a e
Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard? %\

N

Sensitive Information AQ

e Trade secrets, financial, commercial, scientific, technical or other information @%se disclosure
could reasonably be expected to result in a material financial loss or gain, d|og the outcome
of contractual or other negotiations or otherwise damage or enrich the pefson oﬁéhnty to which
the information relates. Also referred to as “Commercially Sensﬁwg{%@fna&&@; or

e Internal policy decisions, classified, financial, commercial, scientific, techiiical or other
information whose public disclosure could reasonably be exp dt dermine or negatively

affect the development and/or implementation of a progr@%r ge national security. Also

referred to as “Program Sensitive Information” OO Q&
Sequestration Zone 6
The subsurface intended for permanent storage of C GC@rOJects

O
Short-Term Carbon Pool Q\
A carbon pool that is not a long-term carbon @% @blomass residues from agricultural or industrial
activities) ®)
& O

Shrubland s\‘(\\ 0(0
Areas dominated by shrubs, wit aQen f trees too low to meet an internationally accepted definition
of forest, including chaparral,\ bl , heathland and thickets

. <
Site A@K \4

The location whereg@tme oponent (or a representative on their behalf or at their direction) carries
out work or a ser\{h may include one or several facilities

Soil Orgamcé&’oor\Q

Organl C anr%meral and organic soils (including peat) to a specified depth chosen by the host
cour@or SUNFCCC national inventory accounting and applied consistently through the crediting
ne roots (of less than the threshold diameter limit for belowground biomass) are included
;%9 ﬁ)rganlc matter where they cannot be distinguished from it empirically. In organic soils, soil
«‘Qo&lc carbon encompasses the entire depth of the organic layer (i.e., up to the depth of the mineral
‘&_ trate). In the case of peatland, this depth can be several meters

2Greenhouse Gas Protocol. 2011. “Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard.”
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard 041613 2.pdf
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Stakeholder
Any person or entity who can potentially affect or be affected by the project activities
Stakeholder Group3

A group of individual stakeholders who derive similar income, livelihood, well-being and/or cultural valueﬁ"
from the project and whose values are different from those of other groups. Examples include Indigeney
Peoples, small communities that have homogeneous patterns of social organization, political struc

and livelihoods, women, youth or other social, cultural and economic groups. Every individual st older
must belong to at least one stakeholder group, but may belong to more than one (e.g., a fem

community leader should be considered as a woman and as a community leader). Staken{{ﬁer groups will
often be segments of the population, not officially designated assemblages. O

Stakeholder groups may include people living in the vicinity of the project, local mu@% f\es project
employees, communities using resources in the project area, the operator of a % ory, and local
environmental organizations. «*{\ Q)

Standardized Method

@’
A methodological approach that standardizes elements of add|t|on z@r the crediting baseline, for
a given class of project activity, via a performance method or ac

Storage Site

The surface facilities, wells, subsurface, and geologic f @én \that allow pore spaces in a geologic
reservoir to be assessed and used for permanent C géln a GCS project

Storage Site Closure

A milestone at the end of a GCS project’s h{&cfcl noted by the end of CO2 injection and demarcating
the time when closure activities |n|t|ate &ora%} e closure is determined by the regulating authority in
the jurisdiction where the storage S{\ |s/ cated

Storage Site Operator (\O \\
The person(s) or organizatl I&y ave approval for drilling, constructing, and operating a storage site
issued from the regulatl@ut in the jurisdiction where the GCS site(s) is located

Subnational Jurisd{%@w\ &(b

An administrat'géor ﬂ)%sub unit within a country, such as a state, province, region, department,
district, or a@a re\@)n or other defined area, specified in the jurisdictional program description

Su pplyé‘@’%m(bo

&orl@}‘organlzations (e.g., manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, and retailers) involved in the
bdugqén delivery, and sale of a product or service to the consumer. Supply chain entities include
«‘Q\) ani ations upstream and downstream of the products whose GHG emission footprints are impacted by

ct activities.

3 Interested stakeholders comprise any person, group of persons, or entity that has shown an interest, or is known to have
an interest, in the activities of the project but that will not be materially affected by those activities. Throughout the VCS
Program, unless otherwise specified, the term “stakeholder” used on its own excludes interested stakeholders. Other
potentially interested stakeholders - e.g., local or international NGOs - are identified as such.
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Sustainable Development (SD) Contribution

A demonstration of how project activities, or additional activities implemented by the project proponent,
contribute to sustainable development, as defined by and tracked against the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Tool (5\'
. . . . @
A type of module that provides a procedure for performing a specific analysis (\
O
Unavoidable Reversal \%\

A reversal over which the project proponent has no control. Examples include natural d|sa§'{“érs such as

hurricanes, earthquakes, flooding, drought, fires, tornados and winter storms, and hur@}—mduoed events
such as acts of terrorism, crime, or war. Encroachment by outside actors (e.g., logging»mining, or
fuelwood collection) are considered unavoidable when demonstrably unforeseealie an@ of the project

roponent’s control. <
prop &\0
Uncertainty X, ((\/

Q
Uncertainty is a parameter associated with the result of measureme at&@racterlzes the dispersion
of the values that could be reasonably attributed to the measure OU@

Underground Source of Drinking Water (USDW)

An aquifer or source of water with a quantity sufficient t pp water system for local use cases, and
for human consumption with less than 10,000 mg/ I d solids

Upstream Displacement Activity

A project activity that reduces GHG emissio g.dps %m of where the project activity is implemented, such
as through product substitution, fuel svw%hmg reased demand for a given activity, product, or
service, or other forms of displacema@é %&smaoing high-carbon products with lower-carbon
alternatives). This does not includ OJeg tivities that displace electricity from an electrical grid

Validation $\\\

6
The independent assess&@ﬁ‘nt oi\‘tke project by a validation/verification body that determines whether the
project conforms with'the VG ogram rules and evaluates the reasonableness of assumptions,
limitations, and mi ds support a claim about the outcome of future activities

Validation Rep@@ &Og

The wntt@po validation prepared by the validation/verification body in accordance with the VCS
Progra@ule‘%’@wh contains the validation opinion

V@atm@epresentatlon

/QQ% \ The deed issued by the validation/verification body, referencing the validation report to which it
relates, containing a unilateral representation that it has validated the project’s conformance
‘(\ with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is prepared using the VCS Validation Deed of
Representation Template; or

e The deed issued by the validation/verification body, referencing the validation report to which it
relates, containing a unilateral representation that it has validated the jurisdictional baseline’s or
program’s conformance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is prepared using the
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VCS JNR Baseline Validation Deed of Representation Template or the VCS JNR Program
Validation Deed of Representation Template, respectively

Validation/Verification Body (VVB)

An organization approved by Verra to act as a validation/verification body in respect of providing .
validation and/or verification services in accordance with the VCS Program rules fé\'
@
VCS Program Q
O
The GHG program operated by Verra which establishes rules and requirements that operation the
VCS Standard to enable the validation of GHG projects and programs, and the verification (&
emission reductions and removals (\
VCS Program Rules &K \ .

The rules and requirements set out in the VCS Program Guide, the VCS Standa@g)n @other VCS
Program documents; such rules and requirements may be updated from tm(éQo 1

VCU Conversion Representation (s\\' ((\

Q)

The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent, pre
Program template and made in respect of cancelation of GHG
conversion of GHG credits issued under an approved GHG pr

the applicable VCS
S er another GHG program and/or
m_info*VCUs

O
VCU Issuance Levy QQK&A

The fee charged by Verra at the time of VCU |ssu559\£)%)c the administration costs of the VCS

Program 00)
%) \.
Verification AQ

The periodic ex-post independent assé@ a valldat|on/ver|f|cat|on body of the GHG emission
reductions and removals that have rr a result of the project during the monitoring period. The

assessment is based on h|stor|cal®ata d information to determine whether the claim is materially
correct and conforms with speeﬁﬁ}d Q irements and is conducted in accordance with the VCS Program
rules K% Q)

QQ \A

Verification Period

The time period s f|e6‘b a verlﬂcatlon report during which the GHG emission reductions or removals
were generate een verified by a validation/verification body

The %r@ﬁen @ort of the verification prepared by the validation/verification body in accordance with the
rules

Verificati

\@en \a\mn Representation
PN

\Qo The deed issued by the validation/verification body, referencing the verification report to which it
relates, containing a unilateral representation that it has verified the relevant GHG emission
reductions or removal claims in accordance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is
prepared using the VCS Verification Deed of Representation Template; or

e The deed issued by the validation/verification body, referencing the verification report to which it
relates, containing a unilateral representation that it has verified the relevant GHG emission
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reductions or removal claims in accordance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is
prepared using the VCS JNR Program Verification Deed of Representation Template

Verified Carbon Unit (VCU)

A unit issued by and held in the Verra Registry representing the right of an account holder in whose .
account the unit is recorded to claim the achievement of a GHG emission reduction or removal in an (5\'
amount of one (1) metric tonne of CO2 equivalent that has been verified by a validation/verification b@/
in accordance with the VCS Program rules. Recordation of a VCU in the account of the holder at :dBQ‘erra

Registry is prima facie evidence of that holder’s entitlement to that VCU \%\

Verra Registry \QQ
QO

The platform that records all projects and programs (listed and registered) and VCUs jgsued under the

VCS Program. Provides public access to all project, program and VCU information, udipg retirement
and tracking of the AFOLU and jurisdictional pooled buffer accounts, and proviggscr}ro' eshand

jurisdictional proponents with the ability to list and register projects and pr S issue, hold and
retire VCUs /b

| Q& &
Verra Unit %) {b

A unit issued or assigned by and held in the Verra Registry repre@%in%@ right of an account holder in
whose account the unit is recorded to claim the achievement@@ S ¢ type of environmental or social
benefit (i.e., SD VISta Asset, Verified Carbon Unit, Waste C@ectio&@redit, or Waste Recycling Credit)

<O
%C

\
Verra Website Og{b (b\a}
The Verra website: www.verra.org QK (006
S o

Vertically Integrated Project AQ

A GCS project in which the operator of t@stor site(s) and the pore space tenure holder is the project
proponent and is the controlling en itﬁ&r a&)@e capture site(s) and transport infrastructure associated
with the project @) 6’
y o) RN

intage 6\ Q}\
The set of GHG emissior@uc%\@s or removals generated by a project or program during a single

vintage period (’\\. (b@
¢

Vintage Period K

> P
The time pe@g”fo ﬁmch a particular set of GHG emission reductions or removals generated by the
project ou@bgr re verified, which may be any subset of a verification period
Wetl 9 a

_ &

&)
. d:;;\\nd &@\le inundated or saturated by water for all or part of the year (e.g., peatland), at such frequency
«‘Q\and@u ation that under natural conditions they support organisms adapted to poorly aerated and/or
rated soil. Wetlands (including peatlands) cut across the different AFOLU categories. Project activities
‘Qhay be specific to wetlands or may be combined with other AFOLU activities

Wood Products

Products derived from wood harvested from a forest, including fuelwood and logs and the products
derived from them such as sawn timber, plywood, wood pulp and paper


https://vcs024.sharepoint.com/sites/Program/Shared%20Documents/General/VCS%20Program/Program%20Development/VCS%20Version%204/4.%20VCS%20Program%20Update%202022%20Q2/2022%20Q2%20Program%20Documents/www.verra.org

-/ VCS 2 Definitions
WRC Buffer Zone

A discrete geographic area within or outside the project area of a WRC project that is established to
mitigate potential negative impacts to the hydrology in the project area
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ICM Improved Cropland Management

3 Acronyms
>
AcoGS Avoiding Conversion of Grasslands and Shrublands \6
AFOLU Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use . \OQ
ALM Agricultural Land Management ®\%
ANSI American National Standards Institute (’\\A
AOR Area of Review KKQ
- . NS
APC Avoiding Planned Conversion @O &
APD Avoiding Planned Deforestation &\0 66\
APWD Avoiding Planned Wetland Degradation (’\\ (b((\,
ARR Afforestation, Reforestation and Revegetation ((\@ OQ’&
AUC Avoiding Unplanned Conversion OQ Q
AUDD Avoiding Unplanned Deforestation and De&a?ati&ﬁ)(o
AUWD Avoiding Unplanned Wetland Degrada&(p (&6
CCS Carbon Capture and Storage Qﬁo Qb
CDM Clean Development Mechanij ED é\‘-’b
U
CGLC Cropland and Grassland L’akd-use%onversions
CID Climatic Impact Drive@ (OS
Ciw Conservation of(l\r@ct ands
CAR Climate Acti@eiéo(\%
CORSIA Carbon@ettgg\and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
CRT Clim R e Tonne
¢
DBH gémeé%t Breast Height
O S .
DSH <O D%@ter at Stump Height
ERA 6\'® (ﬁx ended Rotation Age
EB \ @\{b Emission Reduction Unit
‘0\6&) .\\A Food and Agriculture Organization
& G@(o Geologic Carbon Storage
X
QCM Geologic Carbon Mineralization
GHG Greenhouse Gas
GWP Global Warming Potential
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IFM
IGM
IPCC
ISO

Jl

JNR
ICER
LtHP
LtPF
LMz
OoDS
PDT
PIAP
PISC
REDD
RIL
RS
RWE
SDT
tCER
UNFCCC
usbw
VVB
VCS
VCU

o

Improved Forest Management

Improved Grassland Management
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
International Organization for Standardization
Joint Implementation program

Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+

Long-term Certified Emission Reduction
Low-productive to High-productive Forests
Logged to Protected Forests

Leakage Management Zone

Ozone-Depleting Substances

Peat Depletion Time X g
& &

Post-Injection Assessment Period 0@
Post-Injection Site Care &
Reduced Emissions from Deforestation ar&&iiq;’ﬁon

Reduced Impact Logging Q

Remote Sensing Qﬁo b
\"0

Restoring Wetland Ecosyste % )

/

Soil Organic Carbon Deplebkn Tlé\
Temporary Certified @ésmvgieductlon
United Nations Fr@ew@ConvenUon on Climate Change
Undergrou nd\@%rcé%f Drinking Water

Vahdau@erm@tmn Body

Verlf@ Ca Standa rd

S‘Ile roon uni
O&f&@b Unit

W&Qnds Restoration and Conservation

3 Acronyms



v VCS

Appendix 1 Document History

APPENDIX 1 DOCUMENT HISTORY

Vesion |pate JComment 3
v4.0

.

19 Sep 2019 Initial version released under VCS Version 4. N\

20 Jan 2022  Revised definition of ‘approved GHG program’ as follows: @\‘b\

A GHG program that has been approved by the Verra Board, through a\{ analysis,
as demonstrating alignhme h VCS
Program principles and requirements. The VCS Program Guide CS Standard
further set out the implications of being an approved GHG pr&gﬁ %\

Added definition of ‘Sustainable Development (SD) Con{&'@mon\(b

V4.2 92 Jun 2022 Main updates (all effective on issue date, unless o eIW|se6§r§ed):
1) Incorporated revised definition of ‘start d @ ro r/fication to VCS Program
Rules and Requirements, v4.0, publls@ @and updated 21 April 2022,
as follows (effective 19 April 2022
* The date on which the proje gan eratlng GHG emission reductions or
removals; equal to * PrOJeot iti g\%rlod Start Date”. Also referred to as

“Project Start Date”; or

* The date on whic gﬁ urg&)nal REDD+ program began generating GHG
als; equal to “Project Crediting Period Start Date”.

emission reduotg
Pro Start Date”

Also referred

2) Revised def’f#tlon %OJect crediting period start date’ as follows:

The d ”(Q) G\eﬂg@ j the project began
tln emission reductions or removals; equal to “Project Start Date”

c{ﬁ‘d nitions for ‘Climate Impact Driver,” ‘Label (VCU Label, Verra Unit
\ PrOJect Longevity Period,” and ‘Verra Unit’

40 i

21 Deo «@updates (all effective on issue date, unless otherwise stated):
Definitions for terms related to Table 1 in the VCS Standard Section 2.1. have
\§ OQ) been added and/or edited, including ‘Grid-Connected Electricity Generation,’
@) Q& ‘Micro-grid,” ‘Distributed mini-grid,” ‘Power Plant,” ‘Aboveground Biomass,’ ‘Agro
%] Q)\ and Forest Residue,” and ‘Capture flare or vent gas.’
OK 2) Definitions related to GCS projects have been added to support new program
{0’ requirements related to GCS projects seeking to register under the VCS program.
N\ 3) Definition for ‘Blue Carbon’ has been added.
4) Definitions for terms related to leakage area, leakage belt, leakage management
area, project area, project boundary, project zone, and reference region have
been added and/or updated for greater clarity.

5) Definition for ‘GHG statement’ has been added.

6) Definition of ‘Harvesting activities’ has been added.

7) Definitions related to double-counting of scope-3 emissions have been added,
including: impacted goods and services, Scope 3 emissions double claiming,
Scope 3 inventory emissions, and supply chain.

8) Definitions pertaining to the new Methodology Development and Review Process,
v4.2 have been added and/or updated.
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9) Definition for ‘Non-Permanence Risk-* has been added.
10) Definition for ‘Regulatory Surplus’ has been added.

11) Definitions related to ‘Validation’ and ‘Verification’ have been added and/or
updated in line with updated definitions and content in Section 4.1 of the VCS
Standard to align with ISO 14064-3:2019.

12) Definition for ‘WRC Buffer Zone’ has been added. X0

&

29 Aug 2023 Updates are listed with a unique ID# as referenced in the August 2023 Over, @ of
VCS Program Updates and Effective Dates (PDF), available on the Verra ite

All VCS Program Definitions updates are effective immediately. AQ

Update Description
Added definitions of ‘binding emissions limit,” ‘doubl m| double
counting,” ‘double issuance,” ‘double use’ and ‘G ironmental credit
system.” Updated definitions of ‘emissions tra rog and ‘GHG program.’
mo oﬁ\ ‘GHG emission reduction
ort& carbon pool’
11.  Updated definition of ‘catastroph ers%?o unavoidable reversal’ and
updated references throughout 1Rt

ion of ‘avoidable reversal’
q§r\y ri holders ‘customary rights to territories

16. Added definitions of ‘carbon dioxide re
(reduction),” ‘long-term carbon pool,’

18. Added definitions of ‘cust %
m,” ‘ecosystem conversion,’ ‘ecosystem,’

and resources,’ ‘degra
‘native ecosystem,’ ‘native species,’ ‘non-native

mvaswe species,’
species,’ propertg eholders,” ‘stakeholder groups,” and ‘free prior
nt. \

and informed
23. Removed&he defj n of ‘impacted goods and services.” Updated the
deﬂnlm%s of * e 3 emissions double claiming’ and ‘supply chain.’

Uﬂz{j&ed d(ﬁ@ilon of ‘jurisdiction’ to include Verra delineating it for non-nested

&Jectsb

ed definition of ‘label (VCU label, Verra unit label)’ to remove the word
rmanent.’

34.

@ @\
Updated definition of ‘leakage management area’ to ‘leakage management
Q’Q zone.” Added ‘LMZ' to acronym list

OQ 37. Updated definition of ‘loss event’

N\
Q\Q 38. Added definition of ‘project lifetime’
O 39. Updated definition of ‘retirement’
27.  Updated definition of ‘revegetation’
31. Added definition of ‘upstream displacement activity’

6. Updated acronym for Avoiding Planned Deforestation (APD)
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