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ABOUT VERRA
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S
Verra sets the world’s leading standards for climate action and sustainable development. We bund\ & Q,((\
standards for activities as diverse as reducing deforestation, to improving agricultural practice @ \)
addressing plastic waste, and to achieving gender equality. We manage programs to oertlfy@}t th@eQ
activities achieve measurable high-integrity outcomes. And we work with governments, @Qne , and
civil society to advance the use of these standards, including through the developm ®%f m@(ets.
Everything we do is in service of increasingly ambitious climate and sustainable gvelc§ t goals -
and an accelerated transition to a sustainable future. K‘Q) \)eé(&

)

Verra’s certification programs include the Verified Carbon Standard (VC ﬁ?o and its Jurisdictional
and Nested REDD+ (JNR) framework, the Climate, Community & Blogl@r3|§sé}andards (CCBS)
Program, the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard ¥SD Vlﬁga Program, and the Plastic

™
S &o@

Intellectual Property Rights, Copyright, &?\d@%clalmer

The intellectual property rights of all materials |n\ d(@lment are owned by Verra or by entities that
have consented to their inclusion in this dociogt 6(0

Waste Reduction Program.

The use of these materials in the estab Qm ‘t\@?operatmn of a project in a Verra certification
program is permissible (“Authorlzed&ge’ /Qkother commercial use of these materials is prohibited.
Without limiting the generality of- tQje fo@?ng viewing, downloading, modifying, copying, distributing,

transmitting, storing, reprod oré@lermse using, publishing, licensing, transferring, selling, or
creating derivative works&\ r format) from this document or any information obtained from this
document other than fck() {é@ﬁorlzed Use or for personal, academic, or other non-commercial

purposes is proh|b|@ﬁ \Q
&)

All copyright al@oth roprietary notices contained in this document must be retained on any copies
made ur§§& e A@orized Use. All other rights of the copyright owner not expressly addressed above
are rese d\Q\

NQ"’Qre tion, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made in this document. No
Q@pre éhtation, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made that the information provided is
N X@ate current, or complete. While care is taken in the collection and provision of this information,
\é\% \V rra and its officers, employees, agents, advisers, and sponsors will not be liable for any errors,
& \Q omissions, misstatements, or mistakes in any information or damages resulting from the use of this
information, or any decision made or action taken in reliance on this information.


http://www.verra.org/project/vcs-program/
http://verra.org/project/jurisdictional-and-nested-redd-framework/
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http://www.verra.org/project/ccb-program/
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v VCS

1 Infroduction

1 INTRODUCTION

This document provides the definitions for terms used in the VCS Program documents. In addition, the
definitions set out in ISO 14064-2, ISO 14064-3, and ISO 14065 shall apply to the VCS Program. Note
that defined terms in the VCS Program documents, in common with ISO convention, are used without
capital first letters. Section 3 lists acronyms used in the VCS Program documents.

X @

This document will be updated from time to time, and readers shall ensure that they are using}lg%os§

current version of the document. N (74)
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2 Definitions
9
Aboveground Biomass QQ
Biomass above the soil, including the stem, stump, branches, bark, seeds, and foliage X . &Q,@
N\
Accession Representation \% 0\?

| | o | QL @

e The deed issued by the project proponent, and an acceding entity, made in respect of‘g@acc@fng
entity joining a project as project proponent, and which is prepared using the VCS %& of@ession
in Respect of Registration Deed of Representation Template; or \A @cg’

e The deed issued by the jurisdictional proponent, and an acceding entity, m@ n \ct of an
acceding entity joining a jurisdictional baseline or program as jurisdictio nt, and which is
prepared using the VCS Deed of Accession in Respect of JNR Baselin jon Deed of
Representation Template or the VCS Deed of Accession in Resp & gram Registration Deed
of Representation Template, respectively

gi

\ /
Activity Method o {0(0
A methodological approach that determines additionality fqr}?gig&lass of project activity in accordance
with the VCS Program rules 60 >4
Afforestation (Q \AO
S
The direct human-induced conversion of land (bot been forested for a period of at least 50 years

to forested land through planting, seedmg,@%/o;b@e human-induced promotion of natural seed sources
Afforestation, Reforestation, and Re&@anc&ﬁ’RR

Activities that increase carbon sto@s in dy biomass (and in some cases soils) by establishing,
increasing, and/or restoring v, Qatlve)(&)verthrough planting, sowing, and/or the human-assisted
natural regeneration of woo@) eg%ftlon

AFOLU Pooled Buffer@mt \\

The account in thQ‘@rra \§|stry containing non-tradable AFOLU buffer credits for covering the risk of
unforeseen Iosi§s in C.Q%on stocks across the AFOLU project portfolio

Agnoultur@and@agement (ALM)

Acthlt@S h\@crease carbon stocks in soils and woody biomass and/or decrease CO2, N20, and/or CHa
@1 soils on croplands and/or grasslands

Q@m{(@?e Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)

sectoral scope that covers GHG emissions and emission reductions and/or removals from project or
'érogram activities in the agriculture, forestry, and other land use/land use change sectors and for which
the VCS Program has established rules and requirements with respect to specific project categories

Agro-Ecological Zones

Geographic areas based on similar characteristics such as combinations of soil, landform, and climatic
conditions
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2 Definitions

Agroforestry

An ecologically-based natural resource management system in which trees are integrated into farmland
and rangeland

Agro and Forest Residue QQ\

Agro residues are organic material produced as a by-product after harvesting and processing agrlcu@ral Q)((\

crops; examples include bagasse, stover, chaff, and straw. Forest residues are organic matenals by\)\

product of forest harvesting; examples include chips, sawdust, branches, and bark Q)
o° X

@\
A GHG program that has been approved by the Verra Board, through a gap analysis, a:g%’ m, rating
alignment with VCS Program principles and requirements. The VCS Program Gu:d@ﬂd \/Sg%:andard

Approved GHG Program

further set out the implications of being an approved GHG program \K \’28

Area of Review (AOR) \) \(9

The maximum areal extent that CO2 could impact underground sourcés:g} d&ing water for a GCS
project. This includes the area where potential natural and/or mdusgd ion pathways could exist

Authorized Representative <(\

An entity authorized by the project or jurisdictional propo to Qﬁ‘nmunlcate with and provide
instructions to the Verra Registry on its behalf, with sucﬁ Aégu.ggzatlon granted through a communications

agreement signed by both/all parties and submﬁte@@% rg\ ra Registry
N\

Belowground Biomass OQ 6@

Living biomass of live roots, sometimes n{‘@?e roots of less than 2 mm diameter because these
| organic matter or litter

often cannot be distinguished emplr&@}

Blue Carbon sQ

Organic carbon stored in aboﬂq\and lﬁb%w -ground biomass and soil pools in tidal and marine ecosystems

(e.g., mangrove forests, se@é% dows, and tidal marshes)

Cancelation O \\

The permanent eﬂ& va 65\3 VCU from circulation in the Verra Registry system for purposes other than

retirement (e. ng VCUs into another form of GHG credit, compensating for excess VCU issuance)

Capacity I\rﬁ& \OQ

A I| |on ny quantity in relation to the project imposed by a methodology applied to the project, the
under which the methodology applied to the project was developed, or the GHG program

(@derﬁmﬂch the project was developed

@\a&al Expenditure

0

/QQ Q@The costs to the project activity of acquiring new assets or improving existing assets that are utilized for
\Q’{.\' the duration of the project crediting period
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2 Definitions

Caprock

A layer of impermeable rock that acts as a trapping mechanism, overlying a geologic reservoir that is the
target for permanent CO2 storage for a GCS project and has a fracture stress higher than the reservoir
fracture stress {’\\'(O
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) ((\6
o oD
GHG emission reduction or removal activities that capture CO2 and sequester it into saline aqU|fer®\F u@
depleted oil or gas reservoirs with the intention of permanent sequestration on geological t|mes‘%les®0~

CCS is a type of geological carbon storage. . (\ b,\
6
Captured Flare or Vent Gas ®\ ,"b

9
CHa that was previously flared or vented in a project activity’s baseline and that is tus@and used
during the project activity \KQ \)eé(\
Carbon Pools @0\) ’%‘0

A reservoir of carbon that has the potential to accumulate (or lose) caﬂg no \l'me which for AFOLU
projects or programs encompasses aboveground biomass, below%q,und wnass litter, dead wood, soil,

and wood products &
< >

The quantity of carbon held within a carbon pool, meas@ed EJ%S]GS of CO2

Carbon Stock

)
Catastrophic Reversal {b 6\

or winter storms, or man-made events o hi project proponent has no control such as acts of

A type of reversal caused by disasters suchQQ\errlga]a%s earthquakes, flooding, drought, fires, tornados
terrorism or war

AO

Climatic Impact Driver (CID)

¥ ,§°
Physical climate system cond%Qan (e@, means, events, extremes) that affect an element of society or
ecosystems

Commercially SenSItI{QQOI’@Q}IOH

See “Sensitive | fe&natcﬂg}‘
Commumcat{@ng Eement

with affd pr instructions to the Verra Registry on its behalf, the form and scope of which shall be
de\tér lely by the Verra Registry and the signatories to the agreement

. Qor&ﬁmg Layer

\é\% .‘Q\ngle or multiple geological formations that are a barrier to substance movement
%0

« \’& Containment

A\

The agr@? ggﬁ?wmch the project or jurisdictional proponent authorizes a third party to communicate

A characterization of overall storage site integrity in a GCS project, whereby the geologic seals, caprock, or
other trapping mechanisms contain the injected fluids
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2 Definitions

Cooperative Hub Project

A GCS project in which pore space tenure holders, storage site operators, and other entities with interests
in capture sites and the transportation network have agreements to connect plants, equipment, and
processes, and share common infrastructure that collectively serves to store CO2

Crediting Period

e The time period for which GHG emission reductions or removals generated by the project are é@ml \K
for issuance as VCUs, not including any potential crediting period renewals. Also referred to th%
U

“Project Crediting Period”; or (\ b
e The time period for which GHG emission reductions or removals generated by the a&@ﬁsdmg@ﬂal
REDD+ program are eligible for issuance as VCUs, not including any potential cs’Q riod
renewals. Also referred to as the “Program Crediting Period” K@ %&Q
» o)
Crediting Period Start Date N)
g O %%

The start date of a non-AFOLU project is the date on which the projec;ﬁq&n rating GHG emission
reductions or removals. The start date of an AFOLU project orjurifér'cti nal D+ program is the date on

which activities that led to the generation of GHG emission reduc ovals are implemented (e.g,.,
planting, changing agricultural or forestry practices, rewetting, orj ydrolog|cal functions, or

implementing management or protection plans).; Equivale “P Start Date” and “Program
Crediting Period Start Date” 60
Cropland (0(0 \A
Arable and tillage land and agro-forestry syster@ha@egetanon falls below the threshold used for the
forest land category Q

S \’0
Dead Wood C)

Dead wood includes wood lyin \Q\\the ace, dead roots, and stumps larger than or equal to 10 cm in

Non-living woody biomass not comaj' e;&@e litter, either standing, lying on the ground, or in the soil.
diameter or any other dlame%{ us%,gfl the host country for its UNFCCC national inventory accounting

Deemed Savings Facto.roQ ‘\\

A type of default fa@f us % estimate the GHG emission reductions or removals associated with a unit
of activity implemerite he project, such as a project activity instance

Default Fac{qg \(O

para q?se that is specified in a methodology to standardize the calculation of net GHG emission
d,%g &1 or removals and provide greater consistency of calculations across projects
Q@}for@anon

T\h&wect human-induced conversion of forest land to non-forest land

o

&
&‘Q Q)Degrada'uon
R
O The persistent reduction of canopy cover and/or carbon stocks in a forest due to human activities such as

animal grazing, fuelwood extraction, timber removal, or other such activities, but that does not result in
the conversion of forest to non-forest land and falls under the IPCC 2003 Good Practice Guidance land
category of forest remaining forest
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Distributed Mini-Grid

Localized grid-connected electricity generation units that facilitate the delivery of electricity to the user but
do not displace fossil fuels from the grid or sell electricity to the grid

9
Double Counting QQ
The scenario under which a singular GHG emission reduction or removal is monetized separately bx\wo Q)((\
different entities or where a GHG emission reduction or removal is sold to multiple buyers 6 §
Drained Peatland (\ &Q)

A peatland having a lower than natural average annual water level due to accelerated wgf@r Io?b
decreased water supply resulting from human activities and constructions, both on- a.Q@’off%{

Emission Trading Program

@
’325\\}

A voluntary or regulatory program that allows for trading in GHG credits or a@a

Facility «‘(\

A single installation, set of installations, or production processes (&?tlon or mobile), which can be
defined within a geographical boundary, organizational unit, or ct\f& process

Free-rider &O

An activity that is undertaken without requiring any in Qe vafrom the carbon market but that
nonetheless receives credit for the GHG em|55|on ct& or removals that it generates

Forest QQ 6(0

%‘ S
Land with woody vegetation that meets ern@onally accepted definition (e.g., UNFCCC, FAO, or IPCC)
of what constitutes a forest, which in | ghold parameters, such as minimum forest area, tree

height, and level of crown cover, a% a |® de mature, secondary, degraded, and wetland forests

Geological Carbon Mmerahza;\@&GC@

GHG emission reduction % ctivities that store CO2 in underground sinks through mineralization
processes. It relies on actions of injected CO2 with reservoir rock and fluids to immobilize and
trap CO2 permanen nates or other solids. GCM is a type of Geological Carbon Storage.

Geological Car@a Sto GCS

permaneﬂ) tration on geological timescales. It includes CCS, GCM, and utilization of CO2 in

égn ervoirs
Ppﬁé)am

A@al or organized program, system, or arrangement for the recognition of activities leading to GHG
Ission reductions or removals, and/or the crediting or issuance of instruments representing, or

GHG em|s$Qﬁq re?@mn or removal activities that store CO2 in underground sinks with the intention of

%écknowledging, GHG emission reductions or removals

GHG Statement

A clearly identifiable, factual, and objective declaration made by the project proponent of the project’'s
GHG emission reductions or removal enhancements, and which provides the subject matter for the
verification or validation body’s opinion. Such a statement could be presented at a point in time or could
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cover a period of time and must be capable of consistent evaluation or measurement against suitable
criteria by the validator or verifier

Grassland

S
Areas dominated by grasses with a density of trees too low to meet an internationally accepted definition QQ\'
of forest, including savannas (i.e., grasslands with scattered trees). Grasslands also include managed
rangeland and pastureland that is not considered cropland where the primary land use is grazing, &\d .\&Q)
which may also include grass-dominated systems managed for conservation or recreational pu,r@ S 0\?

N\

Grid-Connected Electricity Generation . OQ ,\Q)

OO
The generation of electricity primarily for delivery to a national or regional grid where a@est ! of
annual electricity generation (by quantity of energy, not capacity) is planned to be ﬁ\ere such a
grid. Generation of electricity for on-site self-consumption, delivery to a micro-gri%@istri d mini-grid, or
off-grid consumption is not included in this definition. Q\

N
Grouped Project 1% (b\
7 oV
A project to which additional instances of the project activity, which rr’néet pr;é%tablished eligibility
criteria, may be added subsequent to project validation Q : &
%)
Harvesting activity 0((\ Oé
N
The harvest of trees, vegetation, or other biomass, whi @%ultsﬁ a reduction by more than 20% of
carbon stocks over a five-year period that starts whe ed n of carbon stocks occurs. In the case of
grouped projects, the 20% threshold applies to ea% roje> ctivity instance
S
Impacted Goods and Services @) 6
NS

All goods and services whose GHGs are @ctlyﬁ@acted by the technologies and measures specified as
project activities in the project descri @1 fogw ich VCUs have been or will be sought. For example, for
an improved forest management projéect e the forest manager implements the project activities and
sells felled logs to a sawmill, t ed would be considered impacted goods, whereas processed
lumber and other downstrea 0(8&5 such as furniture would not

Implementing Partner | OQ ‘s\’\\g

AN
The individual or or@?l”zawperating the project or program activity (or activities) in partnership with
the project orju;'@-)icti proponent, respectively

Improved Fg&?!\/&t{ggement (IFM)

Activitiesgha Qge forest management practices and increase carbon stock on forest lands managed
for \@&1 pr ts such as saw timber, pulpwood, and fuelwood
RS NIPAN

QI@&éctig@ one

%\@ Qw@geological interval in the subsurface into which a substance is injected for GCS projects
«‘Q\ Q}nstance

R
AN

.

See “Project Activity Instance (Instance)”
Internal Allocation Mechanism

The mechanism for the distribution of GHG credits and/or other benefits, established by the jurisdictional
proponent as part of the jurisdictional REDD+ program
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Issuance Representation

The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent at each VCU issuance request, made in
respect of the GHG emission reductions and/or removals generated by the project, and which is prepared
using the VCS Issuance Deed of Representation Template; or Q\'(O
The unilateral representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent at each VCU issuance request, made 2
in respect of the GHG emission reductions and/or removals generated by the jurisdictional prograr}gand \Q)
which is prepared using the VCS JNR Program Issuance Deed of Representation Template

JNR Expert X b,

A person with expertise and experience in jurisdictional baselines and/or REDD+ progr@ﬂ
approved by Verra for participation on expert panels for the validation/verification q(']'énsdgbonal REDD+

programs ®(\ &0
\
JNR Program Description (Program Description) \}K \%\2@(
The document that describes the jurisdictional baseline and/or progr: sion reductions or

removals and that uses the VCS JNR Baseline Description Template (f Jurlﬁ tions registering only a
jurisdictional baseline) or the VCS JNR Program Description Tem fo@rlsdlctmnal REDD+

programs), respectively
S &o@
60

The administrative unit such as a nation, state, provinge; re @@ department or district, or an eco-region
or other defined area, specified in theJurlsdlctloni r&n description

Jurisdiction

Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ (JNR) KOQ 6(0

The approach under the VCS Programéﬁ'ﬁnch&ced emissions from deforestation, reduced emissions
from degradation, and removals fro bo ck enhancements can be credited at the jurisdictional
and/or nested project levels

\6 ‘Q

Jurisdictional Approval Authorq\?\. 0(0

The government agency, rE\ , Or organization that has control of and responsibility for reviewing
and giving approval, o%t»@ noQb'ection letter, to lower-level jurisdictional REDD+ programs and/or
projects, and that not be the same entity as the jurisdictional proponent

Jurisdictional Bééelme@rlod

The time @)d f&@mch the baseline for a jurisdictional REDD+ program is valid
JUI’ISd@IOH ponent

gove@ment agency, department, or organization that has overall control and responsibility for the
Quris fq%nal REDD+ program, or a government agency, department, or organization that together with
\@ Q@vs each of which is also a jurisdictional proponent, has overall control of or responsibility for the
}%nsdwnonal REDD+ program. The entity(s) that can demonstrate program ownership in respect of the
’QQ Q Jur|sd|ct|onal REDD+ program

Jurisdictional Pooled Buffer Account

The account in the Verra Registry containing non-tradable jurisdictional and nested REDD+ buffer credits
for covering the risk of unforeseen losses in carbon stocks across the jurisdictional REDD+ program and
REDD+ project portfolio
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Jurisdictional REDD+ Program and Jurisdictional Program
See “Program”
Label (VCU Label, Verra Unit Label)
A permanent marker on a Verra unit, representing that the unit has met the requirements of another ((\
certification or is eligible or approved for use under a national, sectoral, or investor-specific market X &Q)

N\
Land-Based Accounting X2 0\?
A method of GHG accounting in which all land in an entire geographic area or jurisdiction is\(D(c\Iu eﬁn
the accounting through categorization of land-use types and a sampling or modeling ap ch icient
to capture carbon stocks and changes in carbon stocks, irrespective of activity R) 4

%
Large Project \Q(\ &Q\
N

A project that generates 300,000 tonnes of CO2e or more of GHG emission@@du&\\t@\‘us or removals per
year %) é{b
Large-Scale Commercial Deforestation X, P
An area of deforestation that exceeds 1,000 ha, cleared in a si mg@oring period (or, between two
points of remotely sensed historical data), that has a single -d station land use (e.g., commercial

agriculture or timber plantation), not including areas cc;\@a by footprint of large infrastructure (such
as a dam) or those affected by natural disturbances (i. ue(.)©'g ologic or weather-related events)

Leakage \(b K&A

Net changes of anthropogenic emissions b@(ﬁ& %s that occur outside the project or program
boundary, but are attributable to the pro@ r am

o)
Leakage Area AO OQ’
The sum of individual leakage b&‘{?&@%akage belts need not be contiguous

Leakage Belt (s)\ 6’0
Q 3

%)
The geographical area%@m%‘{%é project area where leakage is expected
S
Leakage Manager@t Ar, \Q
RS

The discrete rag?é; area outside of the project area where project activities are implemented to
mitigate d est&ﬁg drivers in the project area (i.e. sustainable agriculture)

S ) .
ListingRepr ation
R

T nila®$al representation issued by the project proponent at the time of the project pipeline listing
qu ade in respect of the project, and which is prepared using the VCS Listing Representation
D Teqplate; or

«‘Q\% @'}‘he unilateral representation issued by the jurisdictional proponent at the time of the jurisdictional
\’& baseline or program listing request, made in respect of the jurisdictional baseline or program, and which
A\ is prepared using the VCS JNR Baseline Listing Deed of Representation Template or the VCS JNR
Program Listing Deed of Representation Template, respectively
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Litter

Non-living biomass, with a size less than a minimum threshold diameter (e.g., 10 cm) chosen by the host
country for its UNFCCC national inventory accounting, lying dead, in various states of decomposition

above the mineral or organic soil, including litter, fumic and humic layers. Live fine roots (of less than the Q\,6
threshold diameter for belowground biomass) are included in litter where they cannot be distinguished (%)
from it empirically X ((\
% . .\&@
Loss Event O
"9 Q

e |In an AFOLU project, any event that results in a loss of more than five percent of previo@ ﬂ{ed
emission reductions and removals due to losses in carbon stocks in pools included i e p&
boundary that is not planned for in the project description (e.g., harvesting as se @@&agement
plans and described in the project description is not a loss event). Examples n@ude strophic
events (see definition of catastrophic reversal) as well as human-induced | as those
caused by poor management, tlllage over-harvesting, or encroachment b,& ctors (e.g., illegal
logging or fuelwood collection); o \(b

e Inajurisdictional program, any event that results in a loss of mo&‘%\an @% percent of previously
verified emission reductions and removals due to losses in ¢ n s s in pools included in the
program boundary that is not planned for in the program d |pt't{fb(e.g., harvesting as set out in
management plans and described in the program descrj Q@ a loss event). Examples include
harvesting beyond levels predicted in the baseline, ¢ ruc@ of roads or other infrastructure not

included in the baseline, or significant natural dlstu%ancg@

Loss Event Report {b' \b\
The document that describes and records %@Q e\@ sing the Loss Event Report Template

Loss Event Representation QCO \(b

Deed of Representation Te ade in respect of the carbon stock loss estimate in a loss

e The unilateral representation i e project proponent prepared using the VCS Loss Event
@éte m
event report; or

S 6’
e The unilateral repre att %sued by the jurisdictional proponent prepared using the VCS JNR
Program Loss Ev \De Representation Template and made in respect of the carbon stock loss

estimate in a I&@ ev%}\ eport

Market Leaka@& @\on
\

The eval ﬁ)l{bn Qﬁ% project or jurisdictional proponent of the project’s or program’s market leakage
|mpa @@OUM factor, documented in the project description, program description, or monitoring

rep@ as applicable
(@at(&{k@ty

Ki& concept applied to determine if errors, omissions, and misstatements in information could affect the
B G statement and influence decisions resulting from it

Methodology

A specific set of criteria and procedures, which apply to specific project activities, for identifying the
project boundary, determining the baseline scenario, demonstrating additionality, quantifying net GHG
emission reductions and/or removals, and specifying the monitoring procedures
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Methodology Development and Review Process

The process by which new or revised methodologies, modules, and tools are developed and reviewed
under the VCS Program

Methodology Deviation @Q
A deviation from the criteria and procedures for monitoring or measurement set out in a methodoloQo Q)((\
applied to the project > §
Methodology Developer O(\ ,&Q)
An entity that develops a methodology, tool, or module @K%\ (b(\

/
Methodology Revision (5\\4 \@fo
A revision to the criteria and procedures of an existing methodology &Kg \)gé(\o
Micro-Grid O ’%-o

@ 0
A localized grid that facilitates the delivery of electricity to discrete arf&o ten@ghote sets of infrastructure
that do not otherwise have reliable access to electricity Q\' (Q'
S @

Model \)((\ OQ’

A formula or set of formulae that uses parameters and i Q§t’va|;f$s to establish the value of one or more
S

output variables
Q§Q \40
O @

A component of a methodology that can bx@é&ed@erform a specific methodological task

Module

Monitoring Report (')(o ,‘%\'

e The document that records da@to che assessment of the GHG emission reductions or removals
generated by the project du@ a giwen time period in accordance with the monitoring plan set out in
the project description, which+s prepared using the VCS Monitoring Report Template or an
approved combined noni gr\'kéﬁeport template available on the Verra website; or

O N

\\

e The document th@ec&@s data to allow the assessment of the GHG emission reductions or removals
generated by tﬁ@pro@em during a given time period in accordance with the monitoring plan set out
in thejuris@’b{ion ogram description, and which is prepared using the VCS JNR Monitoring Report

Templa{q@rvai@ on the Verra website
Native E@%igmo
%

A,Ié&}sc %mposed of indigenous vegetation not established by planting and/or seeding

Q@atu{&%isturbance
O @ . o - -
\@ Ow-anthropogemc events or non-anthropogenic circumstances that cause significant emissions from
&‘Q &forests and are beyond the control of, and not materially influenced by, a project or jurisdictional
\’& proponent, such as wildfires, insect and disease infestations, extreme weather events, and/or geological

disturbances. Harvesting and prescribed burning are not considered natural disturbances
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Nested Project

A registered REDD+ project, that is not currently subject to a grandparenting period, and that is located
within a jurisdiction covered by a registered jurisdictional REDD+ program

Nested Subnational Jurisdiction @Q
A subnational jurisdiction that is located within a national jurisdiction covered by a jurisdictional REQDf Q)((\
program that is also registered under the VCS Program %(b §

N

Non-Negligible CO2 Containment Loss

O
Movement of CO2 from a GCS site(s) to the atmosphere or above the injected zone, grea{&?&hqﬁ.OOl%
/

(one part in 100,000) of accumulated injected volumes, or 1 tCO2, whichever is highemg &

Non-Permanence Risk KQ(\ &0\6

The risk that carbon stored in a carbon pool (e.g., above-ground biomass, s@%e cgk: reservoirs) is
released back into the atmosphere as CO2 or CHa. This risk may be associated A@W\natural events such
as fires, pests, extreme weather events, leaks from geologic réservoir;‘».:g\r ht@n—caused events such as
tree harvests or changes in soil management practices X, ((\,

> @

Non-Permanence Risk Analysis \S
RS

e The assessment of the risk of a potential loss in cargcg}cétoc@l the project over a period of 100
. . / .
years, prepared by the project proponent using the VES Igo—Permanence Risk Report Template; or
N

e The assessment of the risk of a potential los @Car@ stock in the jurisdictional program over a
period of 100 years, prepared by the juris@n%@roponent using the VCS JNR Non-Permanence
Risk Report Template Q

Non-Project Areas A

\’00

5

(\

Forest areas (or areas converted {g4ore Qotherwise revegetated) within a jurisdiction, but outside
project boundaries or nested u@atiﬁrisdiction boundaries, that are included in the accounting of
GHG emissions and emissioéedu iohs and/or removals (e.g., areas where GHG emission reductions
and/or removals are gen teg;ﬁ'h@ough the implementation of government policies and programs, rather
than by projects or ac@@gwb emented within nested subnational jurisdictions)

No-Objection Le’g{e&g %\A

A written Iet@\r o) written communication from the jurisdictional approval authority of the higher-
level juris on ing that it does not object to a specific (lower-level) jurisdictional REDD+ program
eleme&t@r p q@et being submitted for registration under the VCS Program

oo;{'?ﬁ T@ss%tion

Y. traq‘s(gtion by a member of a member body of the International Federation of Translators

.

N
\% ,‘Qﬁﬁtial Release Representation
& &
\’3, e The deed issued by the project proponents and the Verra Registry, made in respect of a project
AN proponent leaving a project, and which is prepared using the VCS Deed of Partial Release in Respect

of Registration Deed of Representation Template; or

e The deed issued by the jurisdictional proponent and the Verra Registry, made in respect of a
jurisdictional proponent leaving a jurisdictional baseline or jurisdictional program, and which is
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prepared using the VCS Deed of Partial Release in Respect of JNR Baseline Registration Deed of
Representation Template or the VCS Deed of Partial Release in Respect of JNR Program Registration
Deed of Representation Template, respectively

Peatland \,(9
Q)Q
An area with a layer of naturally accumulated organic material (peat) that meets an internationally
accepted threshold (e.g., host-country, FAO, or IPCC) for the depth of the peat layer and the perce ﬁg
organic material composition. Peat originates because of water saturation. Peat soil is either sa

with water for long periods or artificially drained. Common names for peatland include mire r{@
moor, muskeg, pocosin, and peat swamp (forest) b
Performance Benchmark A@ (b'
A benchmark against which the performance of individual projects is assessed t@err@% additionality
and/or the crediting baseline & \>§(

P @
Performance Benchmark Metric \(b

The indicator, specified in terms of tonnes of CO2¢e per unit of output&onne@@cwe per unit of input, or
as a sequestration metric, used to define the performance bench

Performance Method (Q OQ)

A methodological approach that establishes a performag?%en&‘nark to determine additionality and/or
the crediting baseline in accordance with the VCS Pr

A
Pore Space Tenure Q{0 \b\
The legal instrument that provides the excl ive su@rface right to inject COz into the target geologic
reservoir for permanent CO2 storage in a@: t
Pore Space Tenure Holder A Q

The person(s) or organizationg@alléré?tltled to pore space tenure for a GCS project

Post-Injection Assessmengglod P)
. N
The period extendw %k from the end of injection, used as the timeframe over which GCS
d

permanence is as \4
&

Post- ImeoUonékaargs\

The actm@ re@%d at a GCS storage site during the closure and post-closure monitoring periods,
typlca% clu\cqg monitoring, any site remediation, and closure activities.

Po\ @ Site Care Period (PISC Period)

.

Qf‘heg\&(%d extending from the end of injection at a GCS storage site to the end of post-closure monitoring

\
\@ .Rost-Closure Period

o
« \Q The period extending indefinitely after GCS storage site closure.
Program

The program established by a national or subnational jurisdictional proponent that establishes and
operationalizes rules and requirements to enable accounting and crediting of REDD+ policies and
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measures and/or nested projects, implemented as GHG mitigation activities, and described in the
jurisdictional program description. Also referred to as “Jurisdictional REDD+ Program” or “Jurisdictional
Program”

Program Activity

The specific set of REDD+ policies and measures, specified by the jurisdictional REDD+ program, that
alter the conditions identified in the baseline scenario and which result in GHG emission reductiong<or . &Q

removals & 0\?
Program Crediting Period \OQ b,\e
See “Crediting Period” 6\% ,(0(\
Program Crediting Period Start Date @Q’\-A Q\Qe

See “Crediting Period Start Date” &K ‘b\%&

Program Ownership 0 \&

The legal right to control and operate the program activities. D|st|ng\'% &f of right
> @
N
N §°

Program Start Date
See “Crediting Period Start Date”

60
Program Sensitive Information

See “Sensitive Information Project”. The prOJect @lty@ctlvmes implemented as a GHG project and
described in the project description

Project Activity % \(b

The specific set of technologies, meeégg /or outcomes, specified in a methodology applied to the
project, that alter the conditions m@»tlfl@n the baseline scenario and which result in GHG emission
reductions or removals S\\\Q 0(0

Project Activity Instance IQQt {@

A particular set of im @1 @ technologies and/or measures that constitute the minimum unit of
activity necessary@ \Vr\/vlth the criteria and procedures applicable to the project activity under the
methodology ag&bed t((the project

Project Arg\ﬁ &
The geograp rea in which the project activities are implemented.

F&pﬁ B@Swdary
S

\% Kecification of GHG sources, sinks, and reservoirs associated with the project and baseline

& ﬁgénarios
L& &
\\,Q Project Crediting Period

AN " :
See “Crediting Period”
Project Crediting Period Start Date

See “Crediting Period Start Date”
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Project Description

The document that describes the project’'s GHG emission reduction or removal activities and that uses
either the VCS Project Description Template, an approved combined project description template

available on the Verra website, or the project description template specified by the relevant approved {’\\'(O
GHG program ((\@
Project Description Deviation X & @

A deviation from the project design, procedures, and other specifications set out in the project d&cn@n

(\ <

Project Documents b’

The documents required to register the project and/or issue VCUs, as set out in the VQg'Pro%é%

document Registration and Issuance Process 0\
Project Longevity Period &K \2@(&
The number of years beginning from the project start date, that project at@vltle@\ be maintained. In
some cases, project longevity period can be longer than a project’s ¢ in
. X,
Project Method ((\
> @

A methodological approach that uses a project-specific appr. fcb% determination of additionality
and/or the crediting baseline in accordance with the VCS&égraQ&ules

Project Ownership AC)(O

The legal right to control and operate the prqec@@ jgpmstmct from proof of right
Project Pipeline
The list of projects on the Verra Reg| A@hl&@%’re either under development or under validation

Project Proponent \6 ‘Q

The individual or organlzat|o veraII control and responsibility for the project, or an individual or
organization that together s, each of which is also a project proponent, has overall control or
responsibility for the pr’&@ct T, ntlty s) that can demonstrate project ownership in respect of the

project. ®K \A
Project Propon@& Rep@entatlon

A unilater. (§ée étgepresentatmn issued by the project proponent(s) and/or individuals or organizations

accorde ghts in respect of a project
Pro@ 88( ate
(& Q@'dmng Period Start Date”
‘\6 ®
. \% . ect Zone

’QQ (oThe area where AFOLU project activities aim to generate or maintain net climate benefits, which includes
Q the project area, WRC buffer zone, leakage belt(s), and leakage management area(s)
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Proof of Right

The document(s) demonstrating the entity’s right to all and any GHG emission reductions or removals
generated by the project or program during the crediting period or verification period, as the case may be.
Distinct from project ownership and program ownership

Proxy
A parameter that is monitored or measured to determine the value of a strongly correlated par me’éfo §
that is not monitored or measured (\\9 Q)Os
N\
Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) é\o & Y
Activities that reduce GHG emissions by slowing or stopping conversion of forests to ngg’for%((%nd
and/or reduce the degradation of forest land where forest biomass is lost Q \
<&
REDD+ Q\ \>§§<
N

Activities that reduce GHG emissions from deforestation and/or degradation bx\@\mng or stopping
conversion of forests to non-forest land and/or reducing the degrada& of fef@st land where forest
biomass is lost; and/or activities that enhance carbon stocks thro%h m&@ﬂ/ed forest management
and/or afforestation, reforestation or revegetation

Reforestation \)6\ &Og

The direct human-induced conversion of non-forested I@?to?@%ted land through planting, seeding
and/or the human-induced promotion of natural se on land that was once forested but has

been converted to non-forested land \
0@ 6’0
Reference Region Q\ Q
>

The region from which historical and ¢ygtrent deforestation and degradation quantities and trends are
ascertained to predict future deforestation @% degradation quantities in the baseline scenario

QO

&
Registration Representation ‘Q 0(0

The unilateral representatj st@by the project proponent at the time of the project registration
request, made in respe& th@foject, and which is prepared using the VCS Registration Deed of
Representation Tem

The unilateral reQ'AS n |ssued by the jurisdictional proponent at the time of the program
registration r est de in respect of the jurisdictional baseline or program, and which is prepared
using the seline Registration Deed of Representation Template or the JNR Program

Regrstraﬁmn Q of Representation Template, respectively

Re&toa@(plus

(901 (Qctlvmes are not mandated by any law, statute, or other regulatory framework, or for UNFCCC non-
\4%< | countries, any systematically enforced law, statute, or other regulatory framework.

Q; emedial Liability

The responsibilities and resourcing associated with any site remediation activities and/or costs
Remote Sensing (RS)

The use of an instrument, such as a radar device or camera, to scan the earth from a distance in order to
collect data (e.g., for forest inventory or monitoring)
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Reservoir Model

A model of the subsurface for GCS projects which incorporates geological characteristics of the storage
reservoir

Retirement QQ

The permanent removal of a VCU from circulation in the Verra Registry system which represents an Qfset @6\
of one metric tonne of CO2 equivalent ) \)\
N

Revegetation

&
A direct human-induced activity to increase carbon stocks of woody biomass on sites thr@h%\
establishment of vegetation that covers a minimum area of 0.05 hectares and does n@

definitions of afforestation and reforestation

@
Reversal \K (o\)eé(
A situation where the net GHG benefit, taking into account project or pro \SIOHS removals and
leakage, in any monitoring period is negative. The amount of a reverséL ted as the difference

between the current total to-date net GHG benefit of the project or;\q

’ compared to the total to-date
net GHG benefit of the project or program at the previous ver|f|c vgnl\

AN
OQ

The elevation of the average annual water table in dralré?p and by partially or entirely reversing the
existing drained state \4

O

Rewetting

Scope 3 Emissions Double Claiming O@ 6

The situation where an organization rep(%d pe 3 emissions statement a GHG emission
reduction or removal that is also asso W|1‘F.Dan issued VCU

Scope 3 Inventory Emissions . @ sQ

All indirect GHG emissions ( r&i§ngﬁ&1 upstream and downstream emissions not included in Scope 2)
that occur in an organizati Sc 3 emissions inventory boundary, as defined in the Corporate Value
Chain (Scope 3) Accou:K@ eporting Standard!

Sensitive Informa‘@ \QQ

. Tradeéécret <(%anmal commercial, scientific, technical or other information whose disclosure
co ea bly be expected to result in a material financial loss or gain, prejudice the outcome
ontv@ual or other negotiations or otherwise damage or enrich the person or entity to which
@the mation relates. Also referred to as “Commercially Sensitive Information”; or

\
@ernal policy decisions, classified, financial, commercial, scientific, technical or other
K(anormatmn whose public disclosure could reasonably be expected to undermine or negatively
affect the development and/or implementation of a program, or damage national security. Also
referred to as “Program Sensitive Information”

= %
L. ?/

1Greenhouse Gas Protocol. (2011). Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard.
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard 041613 2.pdf
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Sequestration Zone
The subsurface intended for permanent storage of CO2 for GCS projects
Shrubland
Areas dominated by shrubs, with a density of trees too low to meet an internationally accepted definition ((\
of forest, including chaparral, scrubland, heathland and thickets &Q)

G

Site \@ Q
The location where a Project Proponent (or a representative on their behalf or at their dlree{@%\) 06%3
out work or a service. A site may include one or several facilities @Q (b(\
Soil organic carbon A \Q
Organic carbon in mineral and organic soils (including peat) to a specified dept@\gﬁ y the host
country for its UNFCCC national inventory accounting and applied consisten the crediting
period. Live fine roots (of less than the threshold diameter limit for below@pun mass) are included

with soil organic matter where they cannot be distinguished from it erﬁQ |ca§eln organic soils, soil
organic carbon encompasses the entire depth of the organic layer i he depth of the mineral
substrate). In the case of peatland, this depth can be several m &(b

Standardized Method \} &O

A methodological approach that standardizes elements&)ad? ality and/or the crediting baseline, for
a given class of project activity, via a performance ctivity method

Storage Site KOQ 6@

The surface facilities, wells, subsurface, ge formations that allow pore spaces in a geologic
reservoir to be assessed and used for qeﬁwanéﬁx CO2 storage in a GCS project

Storage Site Closure \% sQ

A milestone at the end of a G é\pr Je@@ lifecycle, denoted by the end of CO2 injection and demarcating
the time when closure actj S | te Storage site closure is determined by the regulating authority in
the jurisdiction where th\ gésite(s) is/are located

N2
Storage Site Operzg@ A

The person(s) G&Jrg tlon ) that have approval for drilling, constructing, and operating a storage site
issued fronk re ting authorlty in the jurisdiction where the GCS site(s) is located

Subna@c@al \Q{Bdlctlon

mlr@broa%lve or other sub-unit within a country, such as a state, province, region, department,
(@trl@r an eco-region or other defined area, specified in the jurisdictional program description

S\L&%Iy Chain

/QQ Q@A network of organizations (e.g., manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, and retailers) involved in the
\Q’{.\' production, delivery, and sale of a product or service to the consumer. Supply chain entities include
organizations upstream and downstream of the goods and services whose GHGs are impacted by project
activities.

0
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Sustainable Development (SD) Contribution

A demonstration of how project activities, or additional activities implemented by the project proponent,
contribute to sustainable development, as defined by and tracked against the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Tool

. . " . 4
A type of module that provides a procedure for performing a specific analysis %(b 0\?\
Uncertainty OQ\ ,&Q)
Uncertainty is a parameter associated with the result of measurement that characterlzegfﬂ\e q;sﬁ%rsion
of the values that could be reasonably attributed to the measured amount Q %'
Underground Source of Drinking Water (USDW) Kg(\ &Q\

An aquifer or source of water with a quantity sufficient to supply a water sys@a\ fo&dg al use cases, and
for human consumption with less than 10,000 mg/L total dissolved SO'JE@ \fb

Validation X /

The independent assessment of the project by a validation/verj tio&’l&bdy that determines whether the
project conforms with the VCS Program rules and evaluates t bleness of assumptions,
limitations, and methods that support a claim about the Qtﬁéom{?f future activities

Validation Report <Q QO%

The written report of validation prepared by the at,g{%/enﬂcation body in accordance with the VCS
Program rules which contains the validatio i0

Validation Representation (.)(o \(b

relates, containing a unilaté€ral esentation that it has validated the project’s conformance
with the applicable V8§ rules, and which is prepared using the VCS Validation Deed of

4
Representation T«iqwgat$

e The deediss é}% valldatlon/verlflcatlon body, referencing the validation report to which it
relates, cogtaini unilateral representation that it has validated the jurisdictional baseline’s or
progra co ance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is prepared using the
VCS B ne Validation Deed of Representation Template or the VCS JNR Program
V t/O@%ed of Representation Template, respectively

Vallg(iﬁon/\@\ﬁcanon Body (VVB)

@&%tlon approved by Verra to act as a validation/verification body in respect of providing
Qahdqﬁ n and/or verification services in accordance with the VCS Program rules

X I Program
L& 9\2&

\5& The GHG program operated by Verra which establishes rules and requirements that operationalize the
A Q) VCS Standard to enable the validation of GHG projects and programs, and the verification of GHG
emission reductions and removals

e The deed issued by the vgal'g\\l §§®$\ﬂcatlon body, referencing the validation report to which it
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VCS Program Rules

The rules and requirements set out in the VCS Program Guide, the VCS Standard and the other VCS
Program documents; such rules and requirements may be updated from time-to-time

VCU Conversion Representation QQ\'
The unilateral representation issued by the project proponent, prepared using the applicable VCS - Q)((\
Program template and made in respect of cancelation of GHG credits under another GHG program’bnd/@\&
conversion of GHG credits issued under an approved GHG program into VCUs Q
N\
VCU Issuance Levy ‘\ b’
&

The fee charged by Verra at the time of VCU issuance to cover the administration cosig%‘ft K%S
Program

NS
D
Verification \§K® \2@(&

The periodic ex-post independent assessment by a vaIidation/verificatior@ody@e GHG emission
reductions and removals that have occurred as a result of the project&( in monitoring period. The
assessment is based on historical data and information to determit\g.wh er the claim is materially
correct and conforms with specified requirements and is cond(u(\ i ordance with the VCS Program
rules

o &o@

Verification Period

The time period specified in a verification report du 1@‘ &‘m he GHG emission reductions or removals
were generated and have been verified by a vahgg‘t%n/\ cation body

Verification Report Q\O

The written report of the verification p ed tﬁo\the validation/verification body in accordance with the
VCS Program rules Q)

QO

&
Verification Representation ‘Q 0(0

e The deed issued e Vi tlon/verification body, referencing the verification report to which it
relates, contai % teral representation that it has verified the relevant GHG emission
reductions or\F@mo &bclaims in accordance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is
prepa resd\ g the VCS Verification Deed of Representation Template; or

e The isqﬁd by the validation/verification body, referencing the verification report to which it
r S, ining a unilateral representation that it has verified the relevant GHG emission
fedu <ms or removal claims in accordance with the applicable VCS Program rules, and which is

,&\Qpre& ed using the VCS JNR Program Verification Deed of Representation Template

@\r'lfle{eglgrbon Unit (VCU)

A%Qg’( issued by and held in the Verra Registry representing the right of an account holder in whose

X count the unit is recorded to claim the achievement of a GHG emission reduction or removal in an
o"amount of one (1) metric tonne of CO2 equivalent that has been verified by a validation/verification body
in accordance with the VCS Program rules. Recordation of a VCU in the account of the holder at the Verra
Registry is prima facie evidence of that holder’s entitlement to that VCU
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Verra Registry

The platform that records all projects and programs (listed and registered) and VCUs issued under the
VCS Program. Provides public access to all project, program and VCU information, including retirement

and tracking of the AFOLU and jurisdictional pooled buffer accounts, and provides project and Q’\,"9
jurisdictional proponents with the ability to list and register projects and programs, and issue, hold and (%)
retire VCUs X ((\

’b . \@)
Verra Unit % O\?

A unit issued or assigned by and held in the Verra Registry representing the right of an accoe§t\h dér in
whose account the unit is recorded to claim the achievement of a specific type of enviroiﬁ social
benefit (i.e., SD VISta Asset, Verified Carbon Unit, Waste Collection Credit, or Waste R&@mlln @édit)

Verra Website Q\
& o

The Verra website: www.verra.org \} \

Vertically Integrated Project \(b

A GCS project in which the operator of the storage site(s) and the enure holder is the project
proponent and is the controlling entity for all the capture S|te(s r§rt infrastructure associated
with the project

o P
Vintage 60

The set of GHG emission reductions or removals gg@ 8t59a project or program during a single
vintage period Q (b
NIRS,

| | | | ) > .
The time period for which a particular @ be@emssmn reductions or removals generated by the
project or program are verified, whi ay e&ny subset of a verification period

& O
Wetland ‘Q\ 0(0
Land that is inundated o @rat y water for all or part of the year (e.g., peatland), at such frequency
and duration that unde Qgtbondltlons they support organisms adapted to poorly aerated and/or
saturated soil. Wetlamﬁs in ing peatlands) cut across the different AFOLU categories. Project activities
may be speC|f|ct r may be combined with other AFOLU activities

Wood Produ 2@0 {b

Products@}rlve@oo‘?n wood harvested from a forest, including fuelwood and logs and the products
denve@fron&\&m such as sawn timber, plywood, wood pulp and paper

W Buf@ Zone

A d@rete geographic area within or outside the project area of a WRC project that is established to
‘Q\ igate potential negative impacts to the hydrology in the project area

Vintage Period Q

%0
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3 ACRONYMS

ACoGS
AFOLU
ALM
ANS|
AOR
APC
APDD
APWD
ARR
AUC
AUDD
AUWD
CcCs
CDM
CGLC
CID
Ciw
CAR
CORSIA
CRT
DBH
DSH

3 Acronyms
(s\\"o
((\@

Avoiding Conversion of Grasslands and Shrublands (5\ \&Q
Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use \% 0\?
Agricultural Land Management \OQ bﬂg
American National Standards Institute Agﬁg ,"b(\
Area of Review Q\ Q\QCO
Avoiding Planned Conversion \§&® \)gé(\
Avoiding Planned Deforestation and Degradation @) ’%-o
Avoiding Planned Wetland Degradation &‘(\Q CQ}(O

Afforestation, Reforestation and Revegetation Q\' ((\'
Avoiding Unplanned Conversion ((\Q OOJ{O
Avoiding Unplanned Deforestation and éﬂac‘j;l{%ﬁﬁ
Avoiding Unplanned Wetland Degradation AO
Carbon Capture and Storage Q{b \é
Clean Development Mech:Q&Q (\6(0
Cropland and Grassla nd—u’g‘e(bConversions
Climatic Impact DriVek OQI
Conservation Q@%acgg;%ands
Climate ActiGh I?eéﬁfve
Carbo%@;etil% and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
C@Se %{&a@rve Tonne

am§%\r at Breast Height
@eter at Stump Height

ERA @O \QExtended Rotation Age
EOR'l,}\S\ 0\ Emission Reduction Unit

o

GHG
GWP
ICM

Fao \&Q”

Food and Agriculture Organization
Geologic Carbon Storage
Geologic Carbon Mineralization
Greenhouse Gas

Global Warming Potential

Improved Cropland Management
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3 Acronyms
IFM Improved Forest Management
IGM Improved Grassland Management
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change \"O
ISO International Organization for Standardization @Q
JI Joint Implementation program . @6\
&
JNR Jurisdictional and Nested REDD+ \% 0\?
ICER Long-term Certified Emission Reduction . OQ 6,\6
N
LtHP Low-productive to High-productive Forests 6\% (0(\
/
LtPF Logged to Protected Forests Q\'A \@6
oDS Ozone-Depleting Substances Kﬁg \)gé(\o
PDT Peat Depletion Time @C)Q &%
PIAP Post-Injection Assessment Period &‘(\ bé}
PISC Post-Injection Site Care Q\' ((\'
REDD Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and ada%(nb
RIL Reduced Impact Logging OC) &O
4
RS Remote Sensing @6 0"0
RWE Restoring Wetland Ecosystems {b' \6\
SDT Soil Organic Carbon Deplet; &Qmeob
tCER Temporary Certified E %&ctmn
U
UNFCCC United Nations Framéwork@‘uvention on Climate Change
usbw Underground S@}as @)rmkmg Water
VVB Vahdann/\@\flc%@n Body
VCS Verlfleckcgb%{%tandard
VCU Ve&@%d CXQ‘\)on Unit
WRC &Vetla@ Restoration and Conservation
& S
@) Q&
@ Q&
&
O *
N4
O W
@ .\
& &
R
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Appendix 1 Document History

APPENDIX 1T DOCUMENT HISTORY

19 Sep 2019

20 Jan 2022

I 22 un 2022

.

Initial version released under VCS Version 4. (b' \>\K®
Q

\9
Revised definition of ‘approved GHG program’ as follows:
A GHG program that has been approved by the Verra Board, throug @a %&s

as demonstrating alighm
Program principles and requirements. The VCS Program Gwd;’qp V, andard

further set out the implications of being an approved GHG

Added definition of ‘Sustainable Development (SD) Co&t&ut@

Main updates (all effective on issue date, unles %@rw%@ated)

1) Incorporated revised definition of ‘starsqagte fr larification to VCS Program
Rules and Requirements, v4.0, publj ‘@ll and updated 21 April 2022,

as follows (effective 19 April 202%(\.

* The date on which the pro'e@egzs\gnerating GHG emission reductions or

removals; equal to “Projec, ditj eriod Start Date”. Also referred to as
“Project Start Date”; or

emission reducti vals; equal to “Project Crediting Period Start Date”.

* The date on wh ej ctlonal REDD+ program began generating GHG
Also referrerQ‘e “ @ Start Date”

2) Rewsec@j@wmo ‘project crediting period start date’ as follows:

/
The dake on @ﬁ:h the project began

@atin{@ﬁe emission reductions or removals; equal to “Project Start Date”
N

Os\Ad d»gbfinitions for ‘Climate Impact Driver,” ‘Label (VCU Label, Verra Unit

Q 1_ ,” ‘Project Longevity Period,” and ‘Verra Unit’

O &

\b&am updates (all effective on issue date, unless otherwise stated):

Definitions for terms related to Table 1 in the VCS Standard Section 2.1. have

been added and/or edited, including ‘Grid-Connected Electricity Generation,’

‘Micro-grid,” ‘Distributed mini-grid,” ‘Power Plant,” ‘Aboveground Biomass,’ ‘Agro

and Forest Residue,” and ‘Capture flare or vent gas.’

2) Definitions related to GCS projects have been added to support new program
requirements related to GCS projects seeking to register under the VCS program.

3) Definition for ‘Blue Carbon’ has been added.

4) Definitions for terms related to leakage area, leakage belt, leakage management
area, project area, project boundary, project zone, and reference region have
been added and/or updated for greater clarity.

5) Definition for ‘GHG statement’ has been added.

6) Definition of ‘Harvesting activities’ has been added.

7) Definitions related to double-counting of scope-3 emissions have been added,
including: impacted goods and services, Scope 3 emissions double claiming,
Scope 3 inventory emissions, and supply chain.

8) Definitions pertaining to the new Methodology Development and Review Process,
v4.2 have been added and/or updated.
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9) Definition for ‘Non-Permanence Risk-* has been added.
10) Definition for 'Regulatory Surplus’ has been added.
11) Definitions related to ‘Validation’ and ‘Verification” have been added and/or

updated in line with updated definitions and content in Section 4.1 of the VCS
Standard to align with ISO 14064-3:2019. \6

12) Definition for ‘WRC Buffer Zone’ has been added. @Q
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