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Verra sets the world’s leading standards for climate action and sustainable development. We build 
standards for activities as diverse as reducing deforestation, improving agricultural practices, 
addressing plastic waste, and achieving gender equality. We manage programs to certify that these 
activities achieve measurable high-integrity outcomes. We work with governments, businesses, and 
civil society to advance the use of these standards, including through the development of markets. 
Everything we do is in service of increasingly ambitious climate and sustainable development goals, 
and an accelerated transition to a sustainable future. 

Verra’s certification programs include the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) Program and its Jurisdictional 
and Nested REDD+ (JNR) Framework, the Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards (CCBS) 
Program, the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard (SD VISta) Program, and the Plastic 
Waste Reduction Program.  

Intellectual Property Rights, Copyright, and Disclaimer  
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program is permissible (“Authorized Use”). All other commercial use of these materials is prohibited. 
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, viewing, downloading, modifying, copying, distributing, 
transmitting, storing, reproducing, or otherwise using, publishing, licensing, transferring, selling, or 
creating derivative works (in whatever format) from this document or any information obtained from this 
document other than for the Authorized Use or for personal, academic, or other non-commercial 
purposes is prohibited.  

All copyright and other proprietary notices contained in this document must be retained on any copies 
made under the Authorized Use. All other rights of the copyright owner not expressly addressed above 
are reserved.  

No representation, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made in this document. No 
representation, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made that the information provided is 
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Verra and its officers, employees, agents, advisers, and sponsors will not be liable for any errors, 
omissions, misstatements, or mistakes in any information or damages resulting from the use of this 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Purpose of this document 

This document provides a procedure for project proponents who wish to update their registered Verified 
Carbon Standard (VCS) project to the most recent version of a different methodology1 or the most 
recent version of the currently applied methodology (referred to in this document as the “new 
methodology”) via a project description deviation as described in Sections 3.21.2.(3)–(4) of the VCS 
Standard.2 The procedure provides the steps that a project proponent must follow to complete the 
project description deviation correctly and have it assessed by a validation/verification body (VVB). 

This process differs from the forthcoming VCS Methodology Change and Requantification Procedure, 
as it does not result in the reconciliation of Verified Carbon Units (VCUs). It applies only to projects 
switching their applied methodology for current and future monitoring periods. 

2 PROCESS TO CHANGE PROJECT 
METHODOLOGY  

2.1 Apply the new methodology 
2.1.1 The project shall conform with all requirements of the new methodology and meet all 

applicability conditions.  

2.1.2 The project shall have all the data required to apply the new methodology. Applying a 
methodology deviation to circumvent having the required data is not permitted. 

2.1.3 With respect to baseline scenario and additionality requirements, the following applies: 

1) For projects that are subject to baseline reassessment:3 The project proponent shall 
reassess the baseline in accordance with Sections 3.2.6(1–4) and 3.2.7 of the VCS 

 
1 Projects may switch to a different methodology where permitted or required (see Section 3.21.2.(3) of the VCS 
Standard, v4.7). Permitted or required changes are outlined on the relevant methodology pages or announcements on 
the Verra website. Further methodology-specific guidance on how to use this procedure will be provided on the website 
or may be requested by reaching out to info@verra.org.   
2 Section numbers are based on the VCS Standard, v4.7. Refer to the equivalent sections in future versions of the VCS 
Standard.  
3 Agricultural Land Management (ALM), Avoided Conversion of Grasslands and Shrublands (ACoGS), Improved Forest 
Management (IFM), Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD), and Wetlands Restoration and 
Conservation (WRC) 

mailto:info@verra.org
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Standard. This will reset the applicable timeline for baseline reassessment outlined in 
Section 3.2.5 of the VCS Standard.  

2) For projects that are not subject to baseline reassessment: Where the baseline scenario
requirements in the new methodology are new or revised from the current methodology,
the project proponent shall apply the new methodology to determine the most plausible
baseline scenario and calculate the baseline emissions for the remainder of the crediting
period.

3) Where the new methodology includes a new or revised project or standardized method for
demonstrating additionality, the project proponent shall apply the new methods to
demonstrate additionality from the project start date.

4) Where the project introduces design changes as part of the update, regulatory surplus shall
be reassessed at the time of the methodology change and the project description shall be
updated accordingly.

5) Where the new methodology provides requirements for projects transitioning to the
methodology, such requirements shall be followed as part of this procedure.

2.1.4 The project proponent shall use the most recent versions of data sources to establish default 
values, data, or parameters that are new or monitored throughout the baseline validity period 
or crediting period, as applicable.  

2.2 Complete the project documentation 
2.2.1 To submit the project description deviation for VVB assessment at verification, project 

proponents shall: 

1) Prepare a revised version of the project description using the most recent effective version
of the VCS Project Description Template.

2) Ensure that the monitoring report includes a description and justification of the project
description deviation in Section 3.2 and a description and justification of the project
baseline reassessment, where relevant, in Section 3.4.

3) Prepare an updated ex-ante GHG emission reduction and carbon dioxide removal
calculation spreadsheet for the baseline validity period or entire crediting period, as
applicable.

Note –  Project proponents aiming to receive Core Carbon Principles (CCP) labels for AFOLU 
projects must use the most recent version of the AFOLU Non-Permanence Risk Tool (including 
the 40-year longevity period requirement) to calculate their updated non-permanence risk 
rating.  

2.2.2 Project proponents shall update at least Sections 1.4, 1.11, 1.12, 1.14, 1.15, 3, 4, and 5 of 
the project description.4 Project proponents shall update other sections of the project 
description relevant to the methodology change as needed. Sections that are not revised shall 

4 Section numbers are based on the VCS Project Description Template, v4.4. For projects revising a CCB-VCS Program 
Joint Project Description Template or a Joint Project Description & Monitoring Report Template, refer to the equivalent 
corresponding sections in those templates. 
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be completed with the original content of the project description and previously validated 
project description deviations where applicable.   

2.3 Assessment by a validation/verification body 
2.3.1  The VVB shall assess the project description deviation at verification, as outlined in Section 

3.21 of the VCS Standard. 

2.3.2 The VVB shall ensure the following sections of the VCS Verification Report Template5 are 
completed:  

1) Section 3.2, with an assessment of the project description deviation and a validation of any 
changes to the following, where applicable:  

a) Project eligibility 

b) Project scale and estimated GHG emission reductions and carbon dioxide removals 

c) Conditions prior to project initiation  

d) Title and reference of methodology 

e) Applicability of methodology 

f) Project boundary 

g) Baseline scenario 

h) Additionality 

i) Quantification of GHG emission reductions and carbon dioxide removals 

j) Methodology deviations  

k) Monitoring plan 

2) Section 3.4 where the project activity requires baseline reassessment (see Section 3.2.5, 
VCS Standard, v4.7) 

3) Section 5, with an overall conclusion regarding whether the project demonstrates 
conformance with the new methodology 

   

 
5 Section numbers are based on the VCS Verification Report Template, v4.4. For VVBs using a CCB-VCS Program Joint 
Verification Report Template or a Joint Validation and Verification Report Template, refer to the equivalent 
corresponding section in those templates. 
 



4 

APPENDIX 1: FLOW CHARTS 
Figure 1. Guidance for applying the baseline scenario and baseline emissions requirements of 
the new methodology 
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Figure 2. Guidance for applying the additionality requirements of the new methodology 
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APPENDIX 2: DOCUMENT HISTORY 
Version Date Comment 

v4.0 16 Oct 2024 Initial version released as part of VCS Version 4 
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