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SD VISta Nature framework  monITOring report TEMPLATE

This template is used for monitoring projects as part of the verification stage of the certification process under Verra’s Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard (SD VISta) Program and the Nature Framework methodology (SDVM002).
Instructions for Completing the Monitoring Report
The digital version of the Nature Framework monitoring report (MR) template, and the interpretation of the same, takes precedence over any hard copy version. The digital version is optimized for digital preparation and submission in the Verra Project Hub online. This version of the MR template is intended primarily for developing content for digital submission. 
Note that data from the project’s validated digital project description (PD) template will be automatically carried over (i.e., populated) in the project’s first digital MR. Subsequently, data from the PD and the prior MR will be automatically populated in the project’s next MR. To enable automatic data population, it is only possible to create a new MR once the PD has been submitted in the Verra Project Hub. As such, projects pursuing joint validation and verification must first complete and submit their digital PD online before attempting to create their digital MR.   
Instructions for completing the MR (i.e., the guidance text) are found under the section headings throughout this template. Note that the instructions in this template serve as a guide and do not necessarily represent an exhaustive list of the information the preparer must provide under each template section. Adhere to all instructions, referring also to the rules and requirements set out in the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard (SD VISta), the accompanying SD VISta Program documents, and the Nature Framework methodology. Where a section of the template is not applicable, explain why the section is not applicable (i.e., do not simply delete the section from the template or write only “not applicable” unless instructed to do so). 
The MR should be digitally submitted to Verra in the Project Hub online. Use the following naming convention for all files uploaded with the digital MR:  
SDV_NF_MR_IDXXX_SecX.X_description
For example, if Project ID 123 is submitting evidence in response to the MR section 2.1.5 Information to Stakeholders on Validation and Verification Process, the file name would be:  
SDV_NF_MR_ID123_Sec2.1.5_evidence stakeholders advised
If digital submission is not possible, the MR should be submitted to Verra via email as a non-editable PDF using the following file name format:
SDV_NF_MR_Proj IDXXX_DDMMYYYY
Note that the DDMMYYYY should be the document’s original issue date, as reported on the title page. If revised documents are submitted later, update the date to the most recent date of issue and add to the end of the file name ‘_round#_track’ or ‘_round#_clean’ to indicate the relevant round of review (i.e., 1, 2, or 3) and whether it is the track changes or clean version of the document.
Where hard copy submission is relevant, the following additional instructions apply:
TITLE PAGE: Complete all items in the box on the title page using Arial or Century Gothic 10.5 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. The box must appear on the title page of the final document. MRs may also feature the project title and preparers’ name, logo, and contact information more prominently on the title page using the following format: Arial or Century Gothic 24 point and Arial or Century Gothic 12 point, black, regular font.
DOCUMENT: Delete all instructions, including the introductory instructions text, from the final document. Unless deviations are merited, complete all sections using Arial 10 point or Century Gothic 10.5 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. 
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MONITORING REPORT TITLE
Logo (optional) 

	Project Title 
	Name of project 

	Project ID
	Verra Project ID number

	Monitoring Period
	DD-Month-YYYY to DD-Month-YYYY

	Original Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYYY is the date the monitoring report was completed (following the completion of the VVB audit)

	Most Recent Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYYY is the date on which the document was most recently submitted

	Version
	Version number of this document

	SD VISta Nature Framework Version
	Version number of the SD VISta Standard and Nature Framework methodology used by the project

	Other Certification Programs
	List other certification programs currently in use by the project (e.g., Verified Carbon Standard, Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards); include project identification number in those programs, if possible

	Prepared By
Email Address
	Individual and organization that prepared this document 
Email address at which the preparer can be contacted
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[bookmark: _Toc214294941][bookmark: _Toc534724021]PROJECT DETAILS 
[bookmark: _Toc214294942]Summary Description of the Project’s Implementation Status
Provide a summary description of the project’s implementation status (no more than one page in length), including the following:
· A summary of the project activities’ implementation status
· Any changes to the project's sustainable development objectives and contributions (clearly identifying which relate to biodiversity) based on the project’s implementation status
· The net biodiversity outcomes generated in the monitoring period
· For grouped projects[footnoteRef:2], a summary of the new batch of grouped project activity instances (hereafter referred to as project activity locations or PALs) being added with this monitoring (if relevant) [2:  Under the Nature Framework methodology, a project’s biodiversity outcomes are quantified for the specific monitoring period in which they are produced. In grouped projects, this time-boundedness in quantification means that although a new batch of project activity locations must be added via a monitoring report at verification, the quantification of outcomes for that batch will only begin in the subsequent monitoring period.  ] 

[bookmark: _Toc214294943]Audit History
Using the table below, provide details of the project’s audit history. This should include all monitoring periods, including the period reflected in this report.
	 Audit Type 
	 Period 
	 Program 
	 Validation/verification Body (VVB)  
	 Number of years 

	e.g., Validation or verification 
	(DD-Month-YYYY-- DD-Month-YYYY) 
	SD VISta Nature Framework
	VVB name 
	One year 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 


[bookmark: _Toc214294944]Project Proponent(s)
If the contact information for the project proponent(s) has changed since validation, provide the updated contact information using the table below. Copy and paste the table as needed. 
	Organization Name
	

	Contact Person
	

	Title
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	




[bookmark: _Toc214294945]Other Entities Involved in the Project 
If there have been changes since validation to the entities involved in the project, provide new or updated contact information and indicate the roles/responsibilities for any other entities involved in the project, where relevant. Copy and paste the table as needed.
	Organization Name (Other)
	

	Role in the Project
	

	Contact Person
	

	Title
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	


[bookmark: _Toc214294946]Project Start Date
Provide the project start date and its justification.
	Project start date  
	DD-Month-YYYY

	Justification 
	Justify how the project start date conforms with the Nature Framework requirements


[bookmark: _Toc214294947]Project Crediting Period
Indicate the project crediting period:
· Twenty years, renewable up to four times
· Other
If ‘Other’, state the project crediting period in years and justify how it conforms with the Nature Framework requirements.
Indicate the start and end dates of the crediting period (e.g., DD-Month-YYYY to DD-Month-YYYY).
[bookmark: _Toc214294948]Project Location
Using the table below, indicate the project's geographic location (i.e., country, state/province, city/region).
	Project Design
	(i.e., Single, Multiple (not grouped), or Grouped)

	Country Name
	

	State/Province Name
	

	City/Region
	

	Extent
	(indicate the total project Extent in hectares)



[bookmark: _Toc214294949]Additional Information Relevant to the Project
Transparency and Traceability 
Describe how all records of project activities, including mitigation measures and their costs, were maintained and made publicly available during the monitoring period.
Commercially Sensitive Information
Indicate whether any commercially sensitive information has been excluded from the public version of the monitoring report and briefly describe the items to which such information pertains. Provide justification for why the information is commercially sensitive and confirm that it is not otherwise publicly available. Include appendices in the Appendix section of this template, as needed.  
Note: Information related to the baseline scenario, demonstration of additionality, and estimation and monitoring of biodiversity outcomes (including operational and capital expenditures) cannot be considered commercially sensitive and must be provided in the public versions of the project documents. 
[bookmark: _Toc214294950]Double Counting, Double Claiming, and Participation under Other Biodiversity or Nature Programs
Indicate whether this Nature Framework project sought, is seeking, received, or is planning to receive credits for the same biodiversity outcomes under any other certification program or methodology. Provide justification for the response given, and if necessary, provide evidence of no double counting and/or double claiming.
[bookmark: _Toc214294951]Stakeholder engagement 
[bookmark: _Toc214294952]Stakeholder Engagement
Stakeholder Identification
If the identified stakeholder makeup has changed since validation, or if some stakeholders were not yet identified at validation (e.g., because they were engaged as part of adding new grouped project activity locations), projects should use the table below to provide the current stakeholder list. 
Where relevant (e.g., when new stakeholders were identified during the monitoring period), describe how the project worked with local communities, NGOs, or other organizations to identify those stakeholders, which stakeholder identification methods were used (including their local appropriateness), and provide details of the identification process undertaken.
List any identified barriers to stakeholder engagement, indicate how they were, and if relevant, how they will continue to be addressed.
[image: ]	Monitoring Report: SD VISta Nature Framework, v1.0

17
Using the table, provide the required information for any new stakeholder(s) identified during the monitoring period. For existing stakeholders, update the information if changes have occurred during the monitoring period. Add rows to the table as necessary.
For stakeholders’ anticipated impact categorization, refer to Nature Framework, v1.0 Section 5.5.2. For stakeholder groups, refer to Nature Framework, v1.0 Sections 5.5.4 to 5.5.5. For marginalized or vulnerable groups, refer to the Nature Framework definitions. If a stakeholder has rights to resources or land, specify the legal or customary tenure or access rights to territories, the location of specified land or resources, and, where relevant, the location of impacted rights holders. 
	Stakeholder Name
	Anticipated Impact category
	Stakeholder Group
	Description of Relevance to Project
	Marginalized or Vulnerable 
	Rights to Resources or Land

	

	(i.e., impacted, critical, influential, or interested)
	

	

	

	





[bookmark: _Ref514083341]Stakeholder Consultation, Participation, and Continued Consultation
For any new stakeholders identified during the monitoring period and captured in the table in prior Section 2.1.1, describe the consultation process undertaken with those stakeholders. Wherever new stakeholders were consulted as part of adding a new batch of grouped project activity locations, clearly state this. Include the methods used for information sharing and seeking input, the timing and location of consultations, details of the consultation content, who participated, and how participants were engaged. 
Describe (and provide evidence for) the process and outcomes of ongoing communication and consultation conducted with stakeholders prior to verification (including new stakeholders engaged and consulted). Provide details of: 
· How and when updated information about the project's benefits and risks was shared with each stakeholder group
· How stakeholder input was sought on an ongoing basis and how such input was given due account in project implementation 
· How project information was shared with stakeholders in terms of timeliness, cultural appropriateness, comprehensibility, transparency, and language accessibility
· How the continued consultation process was respectful of local values and institutions, provided vulnerable stakeholders the opportunity to self-identify, and was gender- and inter-generationally sensitive
Grievance Redress Procedure and Accessibility 
Using the table below, describe the grievances (i.e., disputes or complaints) raised during the monitoring period. Include the steps taken by the project to resolve such grievances, including details of the resolution implemented and its outcome. Where no grievances were raised, indicate this with N/A.  
	Grievances Received  
	 Resolution and Outcome(s) 

	Summary of the grievance raised during the monitoring period
	Describe the steps taken to resolve the grievance, including the resolution’s outcome(s)

	 
	


Where new stakeholders were identified after validation (e.g., as part of adding a new batch of grouped project activity locations), describe how the grievance redress procedure was socialized among such stakeholders.
Demonstrate that the grievance procedure is easily accessible for all stakeholders for ongoing consultation. 
[bookmark: _Project_Proponent]Stakeholder Access to Project Documentation 
Describe how the project description and any other project documentation were made available to all stakeholders during the monitoring period.
[bookmark: _Other_Entities_Involved][bookmark: _Hlk214280271]Information to Stakeholders on Validation and Verification Process 
Describe how and when impacted stakeholders were advised in advance of Validation/Verification Body (VVB) site visit(s). Describe how communication occurred between stakeholders and VVBs during site visit(s).
[bookmark: stakeholder-identification][bookmark: threat-management-and-long-term-viabilit][bookmark: _Toc515476653][bookmark: stakeholder-engagement][bookmark: _Toc214294953]Public Comments
Using the table below, indicate the dates of public comment periods held, provide a summary of each comment received as part of stakeholder consultation and from the public comment period, as well as any other comments received outside of the public comment period. Include details of when the comment was received and any resulting updates to project design or demonstrate the comment’s insignificance or irrelevance. Use one row per comment received, adding rows to the table as needed.
Dates of Public Comment Period:	DD-MM-YYYY to DD-MM-YYYY 
	Summary of Comments Received 
	Actions Taken 

	Summary of each individual comment received 
	Provide a summary of actions taken and any project design updates or justify why updates were not necessary or appropriate

	
	


[bookmark: _Toc214294954]Benefit Sharing
With reference to the validated benefit sharing mechanism, describe its implementation prior to verification and include a summary of the resulting outcomes.
Describe how, and which, updated financial information was transparently shared with the impacted, critical, and influential stakeholders prior to verification. Describe how the benefit-sharing mechanism was made publicly available to all stakeholders throughout the monitoring period in terms of its form, manner, and language. 
Where new stakeholders were added at verification (for example, as part of adding a new batch of grouped project activity locations), provide details of how such stakeholders were informed of, and consulted about, the benefit sharing mechanism. 
Provide details of any stakeholder input provided regarding the benefit sharing mechanism during the monitoring period and how such input was given due account. If stakeholders re-negotiated or opted out of the mechanism during the monitoring period, describe any such changes. 
[bookmark: consultation][bookmark: _Toc510796384][bookmark: _Ref514076231][bookmark: _Ref514076278][bookmark: _Ref514082989][bookmark: _Ref515463042][bookmark: _Ref515463484][bookmark: _Ref515463929][bookmark: _Ref515476140][bookmark: _Ref515476359][bookmark: _Toc534724027][bookmark: _Toc214294955][bookmark: stakeholders-at-project-start][bookmark: concept-4]CAUSAL CHAIN ANALYSIS Update
[bookmark: _Toc214294956]Sustainable Development Context Update
With reference to the sustainable development context described at project start, describe any relevant changes that occurred during the monitoring period for each of the categories in the table. Where such changes are or were related to new grouped project activity location being added, clearly state this.  
	Category
	Sustainable Development Context
	Changes During Monitoring Period

	1) Resource rights and tenure
Detail property rights in the project boundary and project Extent, including the length of tenure, access to resources for livelihoods, resource governance or ownership, uses and exploitation of natural resources, and any land conflicts.
	
	


	2) Governance
List the critical national, regional, and local regulations, and statutory and regional frameworks, and describe why they are relevant to the project. Describe any identified criminal activities or corruption and any non-land-related conflicts.
	
	

	3) Human rights
Describe impacted stakeholders' conditions regarding the International Bill of Human Rights and other applicable universal human rights instruments.
	
	

	4) Socioeconomic status
Describe impacted stakeholders' age, gender, occupation, income, education, cultural background, means of subsistence, economic and cultural diversity, both within and between impacted stakeholder groups.
	
	

	5) Equality
Describe the conditions related to impacted stakeholders' gender, marginalized groups, and other power dynamics.
	
	

	6) Cultural rights
Describe any culturally significant sites, local customs and traditions, and cultural heritage.
	
	

	7) Habitats and ecosystem services
Describe the climate change vulnerabilities to which the project is exposed and how that could impact biodiversity (including natural and anthropogenic impacts), ecosystem services, fauna and flora species (including alien, native, rare, threatened, and invasive), existing habitats, and ecosystem conversion.
	
	

	8) Land use and drivers of biodiversity loss 
Describe the relevant biodiversity loss rates (e.g., deforestation, coral bleaching, habitat loss from land use change) and the main pressures or threats to biodiversity (e.g., hunting, logging, agricultural expansion).
	
	

	9) Pollution
Describe the status of air, water, or other natural resource pollution.
	
	

	Optional
Other categories relevant to the sustainable development context in the project boundary
	
	




[bookmark: impact-on-stakeholders][bookmark: _Toc510796388][bookmark: _Ref514084288][bookmark: _Ref514084352][bookmark: _Ref515463306][bookmark: _Toc534724029][bookmark: _Ref535491995][bookmark: _Ref535492005][bookmark: _Toc535493057][bookmark: _Toc214294957]Causal Chain Update 
Assumptions
Based on the project’s implementation status at the end of the monitoring period, provide an updated assessment of the assumptions reflected in the causal chain analysis at validation. List the main assumptions identified at project start, identify which have remained the same and which have changed. For the former, provide justification for no change. For the latter, provide details of what has changed, why, and how the change was accounted for.  
Where a new batch of grouped project activity locations (PALs) is being added with this monitoring report, provide justification that the causal chain analysis and its assumptions are applicable to those PALs. 
[bookmark: _Toc534724030][bookmark: _Toc535493058]Implementation Barriers
Describe any barriers to activity implementation (e.g., financial, technical, conflict-related) and any threats to the anticipated sustainable development benefits that were identified during the monitoring period.  
Project Management Plan
Provide a summary of the project management plan’s progress and its status at the end of the monitoring period. Following adaptive management principles, and clearly identifying learnings derived from implementation, describe any changes made to the project management plan. Where relevant, clearly identify changes made as part of adding new grouped project activity locations.  
[bookmark: _Toc214294958]Durability
[bookmark: monitoring-of-impact-on-stakeholders][bookmark: concept-6][bookmark: benefits-to-the-planet][bookmark: _Ref535491390][bookmark: _Toc510796394][bookmark: _Ref514076243][bookmark: _Ref514083159][bookmark: _Ref515463098][bookmark: _Ref515463124][bookmark: _Ref515463581][bookmark: _Ref515463660][bookmark: _Ref515463955][bookmark: _Ref515464313][bookmark: _Ref515475862][bookmark: _Ref515475988][bookmark: _Ref515476117][bookmark: _Toc534724032][bookmark: _Ref535491403][bookmark: _Toc534724037][bookmark: _Toc510796404]If the project initiated a concurrent certification process under Verra's Verified Carbon Standard during the monitoring period, confirm that the project will monitor biodiversity outcomes, and account for and report reversals, for a minimum 40-year project longevity. If the project is still seeking certification under the SD VISta Nature Framework only, respond with the statement “No change to project longevity since validation”.
[bookmark: _Toc214294959]safeguards risk assessment update
[bookmark: _Toc214294960][bookmark: _Toc534724038]Risk Assessment and Mitigation Plan Update
During each monitoring period, the project must monitor its validated social and environmental safeguards risks and their associated mitigation measures. At verification, identified risks must be updated (and recalibrated, where relevant) in response to the outcomes of mitigation measures, changes to the sustainable development context, and/or the project’s implementation status (e.g., when adding a new batch of grouped project activity locations).
For example, if a risk was initially self-assessed as ‘Low’ but a change in the sustainable development context during the monitoring period increased that risk, the project must update the risk assessment and mitigation measure(s) accordingly. If an implemented mitigation measure was inadequate in producing the intended mitigation outcome(s), the project must consider alternative measures for that risk and update the mitigation plan accordingly. 
[bookmark: _Ref535491609][bookmark: _Toc534724041]Based on the safeguards risk assessment at project start (i.e., Sections 4.1 – 4.8 of the project description at validation), and including any new risks identified during the monitoring period, complete the table below for each category and subcategory. Copy-paste the table as needed.

	Safeguard Category 
	e.g., Resource Rights and Tenure 

	Safeguard Sub-category
	e.g., Respect and recognition of land tenure

	Description of Identified Risk at Project Start
	

	Self-Assessed Degree of Risk at Validation
	i.e., None, Low, Low-Medium, Medium, Medium-High, High

	Updated Degree of Risk at Verification
	

	Justification for Change in Degree of Risk 
	

	Updated Justification for No Risk or Quantitative Assessment for High Risk
	If no risk was identified for this category and/or sub-category, justify why this is so. If a high degree of risk was identified, provide a quantitative assessment and a qualitative justification for the risk.

	Risk Classification
	i.e., direct, indirect, intended, and/or unintended

	Physical Location of Risk
	i.e., within project Extent, within project boundary, and/or adjacent to project boundary 

	Level of Mitigation Hierarchy Applied 
	i.e., avoid, minimize, or mitigate

	Description of Mitigation Actions Planned at Validation
	

	Results of Mitigation Actions Implemented
	

	Updated Mitigation Actions
	


[bookmark: _Toc214294961]Implementation status
[bookmark: _Toc214294962]Status of Project Activity
Describe the implementation status of the project activity(s), including information on the following:    
· The operation of project activities during the monitoring period, including a description of the measures, methods, and technologies that were employed
· The direct impacts of project activities on all stakeholder groups, natural capital, and ecosystem services affected by the project 
· Any events that may have, or are likely to, impact the project’s intended sustainable development benefits, biodiversity outcomes, and/or monitoring
· Any other changes that occurred during the monitoring period (e.g., changes to the project proponent or other entities involved, new grouped project activity locations added) 
Where no new project activities were implemented during the monitoring period, demonstrate that previously implemented project activities continued to be implemented during the current monitoring period.  
Report any loss of biodiversity or sustainable development benefits that occurred during the monitoring period. Provide the date of the loss(es), date of discovery(s), and magnitude of the loss. In the case of lost biodiversity outcomes, quantify the loss and specify whether it meets the definition of a loss event and/or reversal. If it does meet the definition, justify how the project complies with Nature Framework requirements related to loss events and reversals.
[bookmark: _Toc214294963]Deviations
Project Description and Methodology Deviations
In applying adaptive management principles and requirements, projects may deviate from a validated project description for the following reasons:
1) In response to stakeholder input
2) To mitigate safeguard risks that arise after validation
3) To improve the project’s positive impacts or mitigate its negative impacts on the sustainable development context
4) To enhance biodiversity outcomes (e.g., include new project activities, add Condition indicators, improve monitoring methods, change the crediting baseline method)
Describe and justify any project description and methodology deviations applied during the monitoring period (and any previous monitoring period, if applicable). Provide an explanation and, where relevant, evidence of the following:  
· Whether and how the deviation impacts the applicability of the methodology, the project additionality, or the appropriateness of the baseline scenario
· Where deviation(s) relate to the requirements for quantification of biodiversity outcomes, that the deviation(s) do not negatively impact the conservativeness of the outcomes quantified 
· The results of any deviations applied 
[bookmark: _Toc214294964]Grouped Project Batch Inclusion
For grouped projects under the Nature Framework, a project activity instance is also referred to as a project activity location (PAL). A PAL is the discrete polygon in which project activities take place and biodiversity outcomes are monitored. A group of PALs is referred to as a batch. 
Grouped projects should refer to the SD VISta Standard (Section 2.6 Grouped Projects) and the Nature Framework, v1.0 methodology (Section 5.4 Grouped Projects) to comply with relevant requirements for expanding project activities subsequent to validation (i.e., adding a new batch of grouped PALs in the monitoring report at verification). 
Please note that under the Nature Framework methodology, a project’s biodiversity outcomes are quantified for the specific monitoring period in which they are produced. In grouped project scenarios, this time-boundedness in quantification means that although a new batch of PALs must be added via a monitoring report at verification, the quantification of outcomes for that batch will only begin in the subsequent monitoring period (see Section 5.4.5 of the methodology).
Important: When adding a new batch of grouped PALs, projects must complete the SD VISta Nature Framework Grouped Project Batch Inclusion form. The completed form must be included as an appendix to this monitoring report.  
For grouped Nature Framework projects, use the table below to provide the relevant information for the new batch of grouped PALs being added at verification.   
	Project Design
	 Grouped

	Unique ID of New Batch
	 Grouped-X  (i.e., Grouped-1 was the initial batch of PALs included in the validated PD, Grouped-2 is the second batch of PALs added with a subsequent monitoring report, Grouped-3 is the next batch added, and so on)

	Batch Inclusion Date
	DDMMYYYY (Note: This date must not be prior to the end date of the monitoring period)

	Batch Crediting Period Start Date
	DDMMYYYY (Note: This date must not be prior to the first date of the subsequent monitoring period and must be within one year or less of when the new batch’s starting (year t) ecosystem Condition measurements were taken) 

	No. of Project Activity Locations (PALs)
	 (i.e., the total number of discrete project activity locations being added in the new batch)

	Hectares in the New Batch
	 (i.e., the total number of hectares contained in all discrete project activity locations being added in the new batch)

	Project Type and Eligibility
	Describe and justify how the new batch of PALs conforms with the project’s validated activity type(s) and is not excluded per requirements in Section 4.3.1 of the methodology 

	Project Activity Implementation
	Describe and justify how the project activity(s) in the new batch of PALs will be implemented in the same manner as specified in the project’s validated PD

	Ownership
	Provide evidence of project ownership and right to implement and claim in accordance with requirements in Section 4.2 of the methodology

	Baseline Scenario
	Describe and justify how the new batch of PALs is subject to the same processes, assumptions, and context for the project’s validated baseline (i.e., without-project) scenario 

	Additionality
	Describe and justify how the new batch of PALs conforms with the project’s validated demonstration of additionality



Provide an updated map of the project boundary, identifying all existing and new project activity locations (PALs) within it. Clearly distinguish grouped batches of PALs by labeling them using their unique identifier. For example, PALs included in the initial grouped batch (i.e., Grouped-1) should be labeled Gr-1a, Gr-1b, Gr-1c, and so on. PALs added in the second grouped batch (i.e., Grouped-2) should be labeled Gr-2a, Gr-2b, Gr-2c, and so on. 
Using the table provided below, demonstrate and justify how the new batch of grouped PALs meets the eligibility criteria validated in the project description, addressing each criterion separately.
	Eligibility Criterion 
	Justification 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


[bookmark: _Toc214294965]Baseline Reassessment
Did the project undergo baseline reassessment of the without-project scenario during the monitoring period in compliance with Sections 5.7.5 – 5.7.7 of the methodology?
  ​☐​   Yes			 ​☐​   No 
If yes, provide a summary of the without-project baseline reassessment applied during the monitoring period using the categories in Sections 5.7.2 – 5.7.3 of the methodology. Include the following:  
· Details of the use and applicability of the latest approved version of the methodology  
· Sections in the project description that have been updated to reflect the changes in the reassessed baseline
· Where relevant, the impact of new relevant national and/or sectoral policies and other circumstances on the validity of the baseline scenario   
Indicate whether the previous baseline scenario is still valid and appropriate for the current sustainable development context. If it is no longer valid, document and justify the new baseline scenario (following the requirements in Section 5.7 of the methodology) in a revised project description, which must be subsequently validated. Include the percentage change between the estimated biodiversity outcomes provided in the revised project description and the previous project description’s outcomes estimate.  
[bookmark: _Toc214294966]application of methodology
To satisfy the replicability of any models developed for quantification (e.g., Condition indicator indices, the calculated crediting baseline), the project must: 
· Prepare a detailed spreadsheet showing the workflow of model calculations, including references to the specific equations used, and 
· Provide a public GitHub repository with the code and instructions to reproduce the analysis and arrive at the values described. The GitHub link should be included in the associated documents (e.g., project description, monitoring report) so that it is publicly accessible.  
Please see the following link for an example of how a project shared code and data to satisfy the requirement by showing the workflow of calculations publicly: https://www.kuamut-pipeline.permianglobal.com/ 
[bookmark: optional-sd-vista-claims][bookmark: optional-sd-vista-assets][bookmark: _Toc510796408][bookmark: _Ref514083655][bookmark: _Ref514083925][bookmark: _Toc534724042][bookmark: _Ref535491559][bookmark: _Ref535491578][bookmark: _Toc535493070][bookmark: _Toc214294967]Quantification of Biodiversity Outcomes
Note: In the digital MR, the project’s responses to Steps 1 – 8 of this section will be automatically carried over from the project’s validated digital project description. Where this MR will be submitted in hard copy, the project should ensure that the data captured in Steps 1 – 8 here match the data in the validated project description. 
[bookmark: concept-11][bookmark: indicators-11]Step 1. Ecosystem type and Extent
	[bookmark: _Hlk197359814] Realm
	 Biome
	 Ecosystem
	 Extent (in ha)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 Total Extent: 


 
Step 2. Condition indicators
	Ecosystem Type(s)
	Identify the ecosystem(s) within the project Extent for which the indicator will be used 

	Condition Component
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressures

	Indicator Name
	Provide a brief name for the indicator

	Indicator Description
	Provide a description of the indicator

	Metric and Unit
	Provide the metric and unit of measure for the indicator

	Data Source
	Indicate if the indicator’s measurement data will be collected by the project or if it will be sourced externally from a third party; if sourced externally, provide the data source 

	Method of Data Collection
	Provide the method by which the indicator is to be measured


	Justification
	Justify the indicator’s appropriateness for the ecosystem and the project activity(ies)



Step 3. Define reference values for Condition indicators 
	Ecosystem Type(s)
	Identify the ecosystem(s) within the project Extent for which the indicator will be used 

	Condition Component
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressures

	Indicator Name
	Provide the indicator name

	Reference Value
	Provide the reference value set for the indicator 

	Threshold Value
	If relevant, provide the threshold value set for the indicator

	Justification
	Provide justification for the reference value set, including any references

	Data Source
	If sourced externally, provide the verifiable data source 

	Approach Used 
	i.e., reference site, statistical, historical reference state, other

	Justification for Approach Used
	Describe the actual approach used to set the reference value and justify its appropriateness  



 
Step 4. Measure Condition indicators at project start (year 0) 
	Ecosystem
	Condition Component
	Indicator Name
	Value at Project Start
	Statistical Uncertainty

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Step 5. Standardize Condition indicators
	Ecosystem
	Condition Component
	Indicator Name
	Standardized Value (year 0)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Step 6. Calculate Condition at project start (year 0)
	[bookmark: _Hlk197514785]Ecosystem
	Composition Indicators
	Structure Indicators
	Condition (year 0) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Step 7. Calculate area-adjusted Condition at project start (year 0)
Note: In grouped project scenarios, the area-adjusted Condition must be independently calculated for each batch of grouped project activity locations and then summed.
Step 8. Calculate the crediting baseline
Indicate which method was used for calculating the crediting baseline:
· Matched control method
· Habitat conversion risk method 
· Ecoregional rate of change method
Note: The crediting baseline requirements for each method are presented for completion in Section 7 of this template. 
	Realm
	Biome
	Ecoregion

	
	
	




In the table below, provide the required details for the indicator(s) used to calculate the crediting baseline at validation, including the indicator's ‘Actual Update Year’.  
	Purpose of Indicator
	Crediting baseline indicator

	Indicator Name
	Provide the indicator name

	Indicator Description
	Provide a description of the indicator

	Metric and Unit
	Provide the metric and unit of measure for the indicator

	Data Source
	Indicate the source of the crediting baseline indicator (i.e., measurement data will be collected by the project or sourced externally from a third party); if sourced externally, provide the data source and justify its credibility 

	Method of Data Collection
	Provide the method by which the indicator is to be measured


	Historical Coverage
	Provide the indicator’s years of historical coverage prior to the project start (YYYY to YYYY)

	Number of Data Points 
	Provide the total number of data points available in the indicator’s dataset

	Coverage
	Provide justification that the indicator’s data has coverage across the relevant reference region    

	Resolution
	Provide the indicator’s spatial resolution (e.g., 300m by 300m)

	Planned Update Year
	Indicate the year (YYYY) of the indicator’s next planned update 

	Actual Update Year
	Indicate the year (YYYY) of the indicator’s actual update during the monitoring period

	Proxy Indicator
	Indicate if the indicator is used as a proxy substitute for a target Condition indicator monitored in the project Extent

	Justification
	Justify the indicator’s use as a suitable proxy in compliance with the requirements in Section 7.5.3 of the methodology



Provide the calculated crediting baseline parameter value B (i.e., dynamic value at verification) per the selected crediting baseline method’s requirements.

 
Step 9. Monitor project impacts
Repeat Steps 4 to 7 as instructed to calculate project impacts for the monitoring period.
Repeat Step 4. Measure Condition indicators at year t
For each complete panel of Condition indicator data collected during the monitoring period, report the measured value of each Condition indicator and provide an assessment of the value’s statistical uncertainty, using the table below and adding rows as necessary. Stratify by ecosystem type, if applicable. Use a new table for each distinct panel of monitoring data. Clearly label each complete table with the applicable panel year t (e.g., if that panel’s measurements were collected in project year 2, label the table Panel Year 2).  
	Ecosystem
	Condition Component
	Indicator Name
	Value at Year t
	Statistical Uncertainty

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Table: Panel Year t


Repeat Step 5. Standardize Condition indicators
Using the reference values set in Step 3, standardize each Condition indicator's measured value at year t using its respective reference value (and its threshold value, where applicable). Report values in the table below, showing all calculations and adding rows as necessary. Stratify by ecosystem type, if applicable. Use a new table for each distinct panel of monitoring data. Clearly label each complete table with the applicable panel year t (e.g., if that panel’s measurements were collected in project year 2, label the table Panel Year 2).

Table: Panel Year t
	Ecosystem
	Condition Component
	Indicator Name
	Standardized Value (year t)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	












Repeat Step 6. Calculate Condition at year t 
Calculate the arithmetic mean for each panel’s set of combined standardized composition and structure indicators (stratified per ecosystem type, where applicable), then calculate their aggregated mean. Report the values in the table below, showing all calculations, and adding rows as necessary. Clearly label each complete table with the applicable panel year t (e.g., if that panel’s measurements were collected in project year 2, label the table Panel Year 2). Finally, calculate and report the overall mean Condition value across all panels, showing the stepwise calculation.
Table: Panel Year t
	Ecosystem
	Composition Indicators
	Structure Indicators
	Condition (year t)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	












 

Repeat Step 7. Calculate area-adjusted Condition at year t 
Note: In grouped project scenarios, the area-adjusted Condition must be independently calculated for each instance and then summed.
Multiply the total ecosystem Extent (in hectares) by the mean Condition at year t (i.e., the end of the monitoring period) calculated at the end of the previous step. Report the value, showing the calculation.

Step 10. Determine leakage
Using the Nature Framework leakage tool, provide the value determined at verification for unmitigated negative impacts on biodiversity that project activities are expected to cause outside the project Extent. If the value is unknown at the time of submission because the tool is not yet available, enter 0.

Step 11. Calculate net biodiversity outcomes
Note: In grouped project scenarios, net biodiversity outcomes must be independently calculated for each instance and then aggregated.
Calculate the net biodiversity outcomes at the end of the monitoring period for each ecosystem type in the project Extent using the formula in the methodology. Report the value, showing all calculations. 

Step 12. Calculate Nature Credits resulting from project activities
Calculate Nature Credits by multiplying the net biodiversity outcomes by a scaling factor of 100 per the formula in the methodology. Report the value, showing the calculation. 

Step 13. Calculate project-specific buffer pool contribution
Determine the buffer pool contribution by multiplying the total Nature Credits by 20%. Report the value, showing the calculation.

Step 14. Calculate net Nature Credits issuance
Calculate the net Nature Credits issuance by subtracting the buffer pool contribution from the total Nature Credits. Report the value, showing the calculation.
[bookmark: _Toc214294968]Biodiversity Significance
Where changes to the project’s contributions to the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) targets have occurred since validation, provide an updated description of and justification for those contributions.  
[bookmark: _Toc214294969]crediting baseline
Using the crediting baseline method selected and applied at validation, apply the stepwise requirements for using the selected method to calculate the dynamic crediting baseline at verification. Delete the requirements for the other two methods not applied. 
Use the following naming convention for all files uploaded for this section:  
SDV_NF_MR_IDXXX_SecX_stepXX
For example, if Project ID 123 is using the matched control crediting baseline method and submitting data for the monitoring report section 7, step M7, the file name would be:  
SDV_NF_MR_ID123_Sec7_stepM7

Matched Control Method
Step M11. Calculate dynamic crediting baseline at verification
Provide the dynamic crediting baseline parameter, which must be calculated by repeating Steps M7 to M10 below using the observed monitoring data in the project's respective sample and control sites during the monitoring period.
Repeat Step M7. Standardize Condition indicators
Using the dataset of Condition indicator(s) and covariates from Step M5 at validation, provide each Condition indicator's standardized mean value (calculated using the reference value set for that indicator and the formula in Step M7 of Section A1.1 of the methodology) across all available time-steps in the monitoring period for each control site and each sample site.
Repeat Step M8. Generate a composite Condition indicator
Using the dataset of Condition indicator(s) and covariates from Step M5 at validation, provide a composite Condition indicator value across all available time-steps in the monitoring period for each control site and each sample site. This must be calculated using the formula in Step M8 of Section A1.1 of the methodology.
Repeat Step M9. Calculate area-adjusted composite Condition value for control sites
Using the dataset of Condition indicator(s) and covariates from Step M8 above, provide the area-adjusted composite Condition indicator value across all available time-steps in the monitoring period for each control site. This must be calculated using the individual site's Extent in hectares and using the formula in Step M9 of Section A1.1 of the methodology.
Repeat Step M10. Calculate dynamic crediting baseline
Using the dataset from Step M9 above, provide the dynamic crediting baseline parameter, which must be calculated using ordinary least squares regression per the formula in Step M10 of Section A1.1 of the methodology.


Habitat Conversion Risk Method
Step H12. Calculate dynamic crediting baseline at verification
Step H12(1a)
Using the dataset submitted for Step H3 at validation, provide an updated dataset containing the structure indicator's new observations (i.e., including the updated observations since validation). Submit an Excel (.xls or .xlsx) file, including the raw data and any formulas for data processing.
Step H12(1b)
Using the high-risk exclusion criteria raster layer generated in Step H5 at validation, provide a raster layer wherein each high-risk pixel across the reference region, the project Extent, and the buffer zone contains the most recent observed value at year t (i.e., the end of the monitoring period). The raster layer must be uploaded as a single compressed float32 GeoTIFF (.tif or .tiff) file. Nodata values must be set to -1. Spatial resolution must be set to no more than 300m by 300m per the methodology's requirements.
Step H12(2)
Using the updated high-risk exclusion criteria raster layer and the formula in Step H12(2) of Section A1.2 of the methodology, provide a raster layer wherein each high-risk pixel outside of the project Extent and buffer zone contains the difference between the indicator's observed value at year t (i.e., the end of the monitoring period) and the observed value at year 0 (i.e., project start). The raster layer must be uploaded as a single compressed float32 GeoTIFF (.tif or .tiff) file in the same projection as the digital map file(s) submitted in Step H1 (i.e., covering the entire reference region, project Extent, and buffer zone). Nodata values must be set to -1. Spatial resolution must be set to no more than 300m by 300m per the methodology's requirements.
Step H12(3)
Using the formula in Step H12(3) of Section A1.2 of the methodology, provide the value of the indicator's average observed change across all high-risk pixels outside of the project Extent and buffer zone at the end of the monitoring period. Include all calculations.
Step H12(4)
Using the formula in Step H12(4) of Section A1.2 of the methodology, provide the standardized, area-weighted value of the indicator's average observed change across all high-risk pixels outside of the project Extent and buffer zone at the end of the monitoring period. Include all calculations.
Steps H12(5) and H12(6)
Using the formula in Step H12(4) of Section A1.2 of the methodology, provide the standardized, area-weighted value of the indicator's average observed change across all high-risk pixels outside of the project Extent and buffer zone at the end of the monitoring period. Include all calculations.

Ecoregional Rate of Change Method
Step E7. Calculate dynamic crediting baseline at verification
Using the dataset submitted for Step E4 at validation, provide an updated dataset containing all available observations at the end of the monitoring period (i.e., the previously submitted observations and the new observations updated during the monitoring period). 
Using the updated dataset, repeat Step E4 of the method to provide the standardized Condition indicator(s) values for each available time-step in the historical and monitoring periods. Using the updated dataset, repeat Steps E5 and E6 to provide the dynamic crediting baseline parameter (i.e., the Condition indicator(s) updated linear rate of change over time). Include all calculations for each repeated step.
[bookmark: _Toc214294970]Monitoring
[bookmark: _Toc214294971]Data and Parameters Available at Validation
The tables in this section must contain all data and parameters determined or available at validation and remaining fixed throughout the project crediting period, in accordance with the methodology. The content in these tables should match the content captured in the Application of Methodology section of the project description at validation, where Condition indicators, reference values, and crediting baseline indicator(s) were defined. 
	Data/Parameter
	Provide a brief name for the indicator

	Purpose of Data
	i.e., Condition indicator or crediting baseline indicator 

	Indicator Type
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressure 

	Metric and Unit
	Provide the metric and unit of measure for the indicator

	Description
	Provide a brief description of the data/parameter

	Source of Data
	Indicate if the indicator’s measurement data will be collected by the project or if it will be sourced externally from a third party; if sourced externally, provide the data source  

	Method of Measurement
	Provide the method by which the indicator is to be measured 

	Justification for Indicator
	Justify the indicator’s appropriateness 

	Value at Validation 
	Provide the value measured at year 0 

	Statistical Uncertainty
	Provide an assessment of statistical uncertainty for the value measured at year 0

	Reference Value Set
	Provide the reference value set for the indicator

	Threshold Value 
	Provide the threshold value set for the indicator (if applicable)

	Source of Reference Value Data
	If sourced externally, provide the verifiable data source  

	Method of Measurement
	Provide the method by which the reference value was measured

	Justification for Reference Value 
	Provide justification for the reference value set, including any references 

	Approach Used
	i.e., reference site, statistical, historical reference state, other 

	Justification for Approach
	Describe the actual approach used to set the reference value and justify its appropriateness   

	For Crediting Baseline Indicators
	The fields below should only be completed for crediting baseline indicators. They are not relevant or required for Condition indicators. 

	Years of Historical Coverage
	Provide the indicator’s years of historical coverage prior to the project start (YYYY to YYYY) 

	Available Data Points
	Provide the total number of data points available in the indicator’s dataset 

	Years Encompassed in Available Data Points
	Indicate the total number of years encompassed in the available data points

	Coverage 
	Provide justification that the indicator’s data has coverage across the relevant reference region  

	Resolution
	Provide the indicator’s spatial resolution (e.g., 300m by 300m) 

	Planned Update Year
	Indicate the year (YYYY) of the indicator’s next planned update  

	Proxy Indicator
	Indicate if the indicator is used as a proxy substitute for a target Condition indicator monitored in the project Extent; if so, justify the indicator’s use as a suitable proxy in compliance with the requirements in Section 7.5.3 of the methodology



[bookmark: _Toc214294972]Monitored Data and Parameters 
The tables in this section must contain all data and parameters that are monitored throughout the project crediting period, including all relevant data and parameters available at validation that are monitored, in accordance with the methodology. 
	Data/Parameter
	Provide a brief name for the indicator

	Purpose of Data
	i.e., Condition indicator or crediting baseline indicator 

	Indicator Type
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressure 

	Metric and Unit
	Provide the metric and unit of measure for the indicator

	Description
	Provide a brief description of the data/parameter

	Source of Data
	Indicate if the indicator’s measurement data will be collected by the project or if it will be sourced externally from a third party; if sourced externally, provide the data source  

	Method of Measurement
	Provide the method by which the indicator is to be measured 

	Justification for Indicator
	Justify the indicator’s appropriateness 

	Value at year t
	Provide the value measured at year t

	Statistical Uncertainty
	Provide an assessment of statistical uncertainty for the value measured at year t


[bookmark: _Toc214294973][bookmark: claims-and-assets-from-other-programs][bookmark: validation-and-verification-requirements]Monitoring Plan
Safeguards risks and sustainable development benefits
Describe the process and schedule followed during the monitoring period for monitoring the project's:
· Stakeholder identification and categorization
· Safeguards risk assessment and risk mitigation plan
· Activities and assumptions linked to the causal chain analysis and elaborated in the project management plan
Include details on the following:
· The methods employed for evaluating the elements specified above during and at the end of the monitoring period (i.e., at verification)
· The organizational structure, responsibilities, and competencies of the personnel who carried out monitoring activities for the elements above
· The procedures implemented for record-keeping, internal auditing, and quality assurance/control
· Any non-conformances with the validated monitoring plan and the procedures implemented for addressing them
Biodiversity outcomes
Describe the process and schedule followed during the monitoring period for obtaining, recording, compiling, and analyzing data for quantifying the project's biodiversity outcomes. Provide details of the following:
· The sampling protocol employed for all Condition indicators monitored (i.e., the defined spatial scale and sampling area(s), the representative set of sample sites identified (including GPS coordinates and maps thereof), the sampling frequency and effort, and the data collection method(s) used)
· Where new grouped project activity locations (PALs) are being added at verification, how the new PALs were integrated into the validated monitoring plan (i.e., for establishing their starting ecosystem Condition and for ongoing monitoring to quantify biodiversity outcomes) 
· The organizational structure, roles, responsibilities, and competencies of the personnel who carried out monitoring activities for the project’s biodiversity outcomes
· Any non-conformances with the validated monitoring plan and the procedures implemented for addressing them
· [bookmark: _Toc535493072][bookmark: _Toc534724044]How the sampling protocol was evaluated at the end of the monitoring period per adaptive management requirements 
Demonstrate that the standard operating procedures were followed for consistently monitoring biodiversity outcomes (i.e., data capture methods and formats, training procedures for staff collecting, capturing, and processing data, steps and code used in processing and analyzing data, quality management and quality control procedures for auditing and assuring the integrity of data collected).
[bookmark: _Toc214294974]Appendix
Use appendices for supporting information (e.g., Commercially Sensitive Information, Nature Framework Grouped Project Batch Inclusion form). 
Where no appendix is required, delete this section (i.e., title and instructions).
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