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SD VISta Nature framework Grouped project 
batch inclusion form

For grouped projects under the Nature Framework, a project activity instance is referred to as a project activity location (PAL). A PAL is the discrete polygon in which project activities take place and biodiversity outcomes are monitored, and a group of PALs is referred to as a batch. This form is used to add a new batch of grouped project activity locations under Verra’s SD VISta Nature Framework methodology (SDVM002).
Instructions for Completing the Form
The digital version of the SD VISta Nature Framework Grouped Project Batch Inclusion Form, and the interpretation of the same, shall take precedence over any hard copy version. The digital form is optimized for preparation and submission in Verra’s Project Hub online and must be submitted as an appendix to the project's monitoring report. This version of the form is intended primarily for developing content for digital submission. 
This form captures the geographic location details, hectares, ecosystem type(s), and ecosystem Condition data (i.e., selected Condition indicators, reference values set, and starting Condition measurements) for all PALs in the new batch being added at verification.
Please note that under the Nature Framework methodology, a project’s biodiversity outcomes are quantified for the specific monitoring period in which they are produced. In grouped projects, this time-boundedness in quantification means that although a new batch of PALs must be added via a monitoring report at verification, the quantification of outcomes for that batch will only begin in the subsequent monitoring period.   
Specific instructions (i.e., guidance) for completing each section of the form are located under the section headings. 
The form should be digitally submitted to Verra in the Project Hub online, as an appendix to the relevant project monitoring report. 
If digital submission is not possible, the hard copy form should be an appendix (in non-editable PDF format) to, and submitted with, the project's relevant monitoring report. In the case of hard copy submission, delete all instructions, including the introductory instructions, from the final document. Unless deviations are merited, complete all sections using Arial 10.5 point or Century Gothic 10.5 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. 
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nature framework grouped project batch inclusion:
project TITLE
Logo (optional) 

	Grouped Project Title 
	Name of project 

	Grouped Project ID
	Verra Project ID number

	Monitoring Period
	DD-Month-YYYY to DD-Month-YYYY (i.e., the period covered by the monitoring report to which this form is an appendix)

	Original Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYYY is the date the relevant monitoring report was completed (following the completion of the VVB audit)

	Most Recent Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYYY is the date on which the relevant monitoring report was most recently submitted

	Version
	Version number of this document

	SD VISta Nature Framework Version
	Version number of the SD VISta Standard and Nature Framework methodology used by the project

	Other Certification Programs
	List other certification programs currently in use by the project (e.g., Verified Carbon Standard, Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards); include project identification number in those programs, if possible

	Prepared By
Email Address
	Individual and organization that prepared this document 
Email address at which the preparer can be contacted
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[bookmark: _Toc510796404][bookmark: _Toc534724041][bookmark: _Toc214544389]Grouped Project Activity Locations 
Using the table provided below, define the spatial delimitations of each discrete project activity location (PAL) in the batch being added. Provide the number of hectares contained in the PAL and at least four geodetic points for the PAL. Copy-paste the table as needed, using one table for each PAL in the new batch.
	Unique ID of New Batch
	Grouped-X (i.e., Grouped-1 was the initial batch of PALs included in the validated PD, Grouped-2 is the second batch of PALs added with a subsequent monitoring report, Grouped-3 is the next batch added, and so on)

	Unique ID of Project Activity Location (PAL)
	Use the following naming convention for each PAL: Gr-Xx
(For example, if Grouped-2 is the unique ID for the batch, then each PAL in that batch should be Gr-2a, Gr-2b, Gr-2c, and so on) 

	Hectares
	 (i.e., the number of hectares in this discrete PAL)

	GPS Coordinate 
	 (i.e., the latitude and longitude of the geodetic point)

	GPS Coordinate 
	 (i.e., the latitude and longitude of the geodetic point)

	GPS Coordinate 
	 (i.e., the latitude and longitude of the geodetic point)

	GPS Coordinate 
	 (i.e., the latitude and longitude of the geodetic point)


[bookmark: _Toc214544390]application of methodology
[bookmark: optional-sd-vista-claims][bookmark: optional-sd-vista-assets][bookmark: _Toc510796408][bookmark: _Ref514083655][bookmark: _Ref514083925][bookmark: _Toc534724042][bookmark: _Ref535491559][bookmark: _Ref535491578][bookmark: _Toc535493070]For the new batch of project activity locations (PALs), the project must complete Steps 1 to 4 of the Nature Framework methodology Section 7 Quantification of Biodiversity Outcomes for those PALs. For practical reference, these steps are also found in the Nature Framework project description template in the Application of Methodology Section 6.1 Quantification of Biodiversity Outcomes.
Note that for each new batch of PALs added to the project, Year 0 in the quantification steps refers to the year in which the batch’s quantification (i.e., crediting period) begins and starting Condition measurements are applicable. Therefore, Year 0 should be replaced with Year t, where t = the first year of the batch’s crediting period.  
[bookmark: _Toc214544391]Quantification of Biodiversity Outcomes
[bookmark: concept-11][bookmark: indicators-11]Step 1. Ecosystem type and Extent
For the batch being added, define all ecosystem types using the IUCN GET Level 3 (i.e., functional group) classifications and the tool accessed via this link: https://global-ecosystems.org/analyse. Where applicable, stratify land uses within each ecosystem type defined. Indicate the Extent (in hectares) for each ecosystem type defined and in total. 
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	 Total Extent: 




Step 2. Condition indicators
For the batch being added, provide, at a minimum, 3 composition indicators and 2 structure indicators per ecosystem type (and per land use, if applicable). Use one table per indicator, adding as many tables as necessary. 
	Ecosystem Type(s)
	Identify the ecosystem(s) within the project Extent for which the indicator will be used 

	Condition Component
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressure

	Indicator Name
	Provide a brief name for the indicator

	Indicator Description
	Provide a description of the indicator

	Metric and Unit
	Provide the metric and unit of measure for the indicator

	Data Source
	Indicate if the indicator’s measurement data will be collected by the project or if it will be sourced externally from a third party; if sourced externally, provide the data source 

	Method of Data Collection
	Provide the method by which the indicator is to be measured


	Justification
	Justify the indicator’s appropriateness for the ecosystem and the project activity(ies)



Step 3. Define reference values for Condition indicators 
Describe the process, methods, and provide details of sources included in the comprehensive inventory of available information and data for setting reference values. Provide evidence of the documented inventory. 
For the batch being added, provide a reference value for each of the project’s Condition indicators selected in Step 2. Where a given Condition indicator decreases with improvement, that indicator’s threshold value should also be provided per Section 7.4.7(2) of the methodology. Complete the table below for each reference value set, adding additional tables as necessary. 
	Ecosystem Type(s)
	Identify the ecosystem(s) within the project Extent for which the indicator will be used 

	Condition Component
	i.e., Composition, Structure, Function, or Pressures

	Indicator Name
	Provide the indicator name

	Reference Value
	Provide the reference value set for the indicator 

	Threshold Value
	If relevant, provide the threshold value set for the indicator

	Justification
	Provide justification for the reference value set, including any references

	Data Source
	If sourced externally, provide the verifiable data source 

	Approach Used 
	i.e., reference site, statistical, historical reference state, other

	Justification for Approach Used
	Describe the actual approach used to set the reference value and justify its appropriateness  
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Step 4. Measure Condition indicators at year t (i.e., the year the batch is added and quantification begins) 
Note: Condition indicator data is considered valid for one year or less from the project year for which it is used in quantification. For example, a panel of data is valid for one year or less from the start date (year 0) or from the end of the monitoring period at verification (year t). 
For the batch being added, report the measured value of each Condition indicator at year t and provide an assessment of the value’s statistical uncertainty. Stratify by ecosystem type, if applicable. Use the table below and add rows as necessary.
	Ecosystem
	Condition Component
	Indicator Name
	Value at Year t
	Statistical Uncertainty
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