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SD VISta Methodology Template
This template is for the development of methodologies and methodology revisions under the SD VISta Program.
Instructions for Completing the Methodology Template
TITLE PAGE: Complete all items in the box on the title page using Arial or Century Gothic 10.5 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. This box must appear on the title page of the final document. Methodologies may also feature the project title and preparers’ name, logo and contact information more prominently on the title page, using the format below (Arial or Century Gothic 24 point and Arial or Century Gothic 12 point, black, regular font).
METHODOLOGY: Instructions for completing the methodology template are under the section headings in this template. Adhere to all instructions, as set out in the SD VISta Program Guide. Instructions relate back to the rules and requirements set out in the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard and accompanying SD VISta Program documents. The preparer will need to refer to these documents in order to complete the template. Note that the instructions in this template are to serve as a guide and do not necessarily represent an exhaustive list of the information the preparer must provide under each section of the template. 
Methodology authors must use clear, logical, concise and precise language, to aid readability and ensure consistent application by intended users. In order to keep the methodology concise, authors should use appendices to provide detailed background, explanation and justification of key methodological components, though short summaries within the body of the methodology can be useful to help the reader follow the logic of the methodology. Authors are advised to remember that the applicability conditions specify the types of project activities eligible under the methodology and the procedures throughout the rest of the methodology must work for all possible types of project activities eligible under the methodology.  
The methodology must use key words “must,” “should,” and “may” appropriately. Consistent with best practice, “must” is to be used to indicate a firm requirement, “should” is to be used to indicate a (non-mandatory) recommendation, and “may” is to be used to indicate a permissible or allowable option. The term “shall” is reserved for SD VISta Program documents and is generally not appropriate for methodologies.
Unless applying a merited deviation, please complete all sections using Arial or Franklin Gothic Book 10.5 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. Where a section is not applicable, explain why the section is not applicable (i.e., do not delete the section from the final document and do not only write “not applicable”). 
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Delete all instructions, including this introductory text, from the final document.
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[bookmark: _x84r14w3g9r7][bookmark: _houq13783nr7]Methodology TITLE
Logo (optional) 
Document Prepared by (individual or entity)
Contact Information (optional)

	Title 
	Name of the methodology or methodology revision

	Version
	Version number of this document

	Date of Issue
	DD-Month-YYY this version of the document issued

	Type
	Methodology or methodology revision

	Associated Sustainable Development Goal
	Indicate the Sustainable Development Goal(s) that projects using the methodology will contribute towards 

	Asset
	Indicate the name and unit of the asset that projects using this methodology will generate

	Prepared By
	Individual or entity that prepared this document

	Contact
	Physical address, telephone, email, website




[bookmark: _Toc535492837][bookmark: _Toc535493049]Relationship to Approved or Pending Methodologies
Provide justification for the proposed methodology (i.e., demonstrate that no approved or pending methodology under the SD VISta Program, or another relevant program, could reasonably be revised to meet the objective of the proposed methodology). Note that methodologies may be revised to include new, similar asset types.
[bookmark: _Ref368995392][bookmark: _Ref368995330]Approved and pending methodologies under the SD VISta Program, and other relevant programs, that are applicable to similar project activities and/or aim to achieve similar sustainable development benefits were reviewed to determine whether they could be reasonably revised to meet the objective of this proposed methodology. <X> methodologies were identified, and are set out in Table 1 below.
[bookmark: _Ref368995295]Table 1: Similar Methodologies
	Methodology
	Title
	Program
	Comments

	SD00XX
	…
	SD VISta
	…

	---
	Publication, tool or guidance document
	---
	…

	...
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[bookmark: _Toc38884597][bookmark: _Toc267652402][bookmark: _Toc268164822][bookmark: _Toc268165404][bookmark: _Toc277142723][bookmark: _Toc277174422][bookmark: _Toc382836582][bookmark: _GoBack]Sources
Indicate key methodologies, documents and/or projects upon which the proposed methodology is based. For methodology revisions, identify the methodology, and the associated other program (where relevant), upon which the revision is based. 
Identify any modules or tools used by the methodology. Include information on the author of the methodology, if desired. 
This methodology is based on the following methodologies:
· <SD00XX “Title of the methodology” (Version X)>
The following have also informed the development of the methodology:
· <Project name, location and description> 
· <Other sources, documents, etc.>
This methodology uses the latest versions of the following <modules/tools>:
· <SDM00XX Title of the module>
· <SDT00XX Title of the tool>
[bookmark: _Toc38884598]Summary description of the Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc38884599]Methodology Description
Provide a brief summary description of the proposed methodology, including a brief description of the project activity(s) to which the methodology would apply. The summary should be concise.
[bookmark: _Toc38884600]Asset Description
Identify the specific sustainable development benefit(s) that will be measured, monitored and ultimately issued as SD VISta assets. Indicate whether the assets may be used for offsetting using Table 1 below. Copy the table below as needed if more than one type of asset may be created by projects using the proposed methodology.

Table 1: Asset Description
	<Asset Name>

	Asset Description
	Description of the specific sustainable development benefit that will be issued as an asset

	Unit
	Unit of measure of the asset

	Sustainable Development Goal(s)
	Identify the Sustainable Development Goal(s) to which the asset relates

	Assets can be used for offsetting 
	<Yes/No>

	Comments
	


[bookmark: _Toc38884601][bookmark: _Toc277142726][bookmark: _Toc277174425][bookmark: _Toc382836585]Asset Crediting Period
Identify and justify the crediting period for each SD VISta asset that can be generated under this methodology. Indicate whether, and how many times, the crediting period may be renewed. 
[bookmark: _Toc38884602]Definitions
Using the format in the example below, provide, in alphabetical order, definitions of key terms and acronyms that are used in the methodology. Ensure all defined terms are used in the methodology. Do not include terms already defined under the SD VISta Program.
Turbidity 
A measure of the degree to which water loses its transparency due to the presence of suspended particulates
[bookmark: _Toc38884603]Applicability conditions
Describe the project activity(s) to which the methodology applies. Then, set out specific applicability criteria that define project eligibility, such as geographic location, technology type, historical land use, and any other conditions under which the methodology is applicable. 
Authors should keep the following in mind when writing the applicability conditions:
· Applicability conditions must be specified clearly, and in a manner that allows easy determination of whether an activity being undertaken by a potential project proponent is eligible. 
· Applicability conditions must not contain procedures or obligations upon the project proponent. Rather, they must be conditions against which project eligibility can be determined at the time of validation and must not require the project proponent to undertake ongoing actions to ensure continued eligibility.
· The list of applicability conditions may contain exclusions (i.e., may describe types of project activities to which the methodology does not apply).
This methodology applies to project activities that…
This methodology is applicable under the following conditions:
· <Condition>
· …
This methodology is not applicable under the following conditions:
· <Condition>
· …
[bookmark: _Toc38884604]Project Boundary
The project boundary should identify all impacts which need to be monitored in order to quantify the asset. Additionally, if the project activity is likely to cause direct negative impacts, such impacts must be identified for monitoring and mitigation purposes.  
All project activities will impact one or multiple entities (i.e., a stakeholder group, species, ecosystem service, ecosystem characteristic, etc.). The table below must be completed to be as broadly applicable as possible to account for the range of socioeconomic and environmental conditions that projects may operate within.
Use Table 3 below to identify the impact(s) and corresponding impacted entity of the project activity. Specify whether the impact is primary or secondary, intended or unintended, and required or optional. Where a single impact affects multiple entities, include a row for each entity. Where a project activity will impact several entities, any of which could be used for measuring the impact, the methodology may include such entities in the project boundary as optional. Provide a justification as to why each impact must be, or may be, included in the project boundary. 
The first row of Table 3 provides instruction on the type of information required and the next three rows serve as examples. Please delete the contents of the first four rows. Add or delete rows as necessary.
Include any procedures and/or diagrams, as appropriate.

The extent of the project boundary encompasses…

[bookmark: _Ref368996305][bookmark: _Ref368988441]The entities impacted by project activities, and that are included in the project boundary, are shown in Table 3 below. 
Table 2: Impacts and entities included in the project boundary
	Impact
	Entity
	Primary or Secondary Impact
	Intended or Unintended
	Required or Optional
	Justification

	Describe the impact of the project activity.
	Identify the entities that will be impacted by the project activity.
	Primary impacts are those that are the direct result of the project activity; all others are secondary.
	Intended impacts are those that are for the purposes of generating the asset.
	Impacts are required for inclusion in the project boundary if they are necessary for the quantification of the assets or if the impact is negative and needs to be monitored for mitigation purposes.
	Provide a justification for why the impact is required or optional for monitoring purposes.

	[Example]: Improved water quality in the target waterway
	Stakeholders that rely waterways for drinking water 
	Secondary
	Intended
	Required
	A key impact to monitor for asset quantification

	[Example]: Improved water quality in the target waterway
	Aquatic invertebrates in the waterways 
	Secondary
	Intended
	Optional
	May be included as a representation of water quality in specific circumstances

	[Example]: Increased vegetative cover in riparian areas
	Riparian ecosystems
	Primary
	Intended
	Optional
	The increase in vegetative cover is one of the methods available to reduce sediment flow into waterways 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc38884605][bookmark: _Toc382836587][bookmark: _Toc268165408][bookmark: _Toc277142727][bookmark: _Toc277174426][bookmark: _Ref366073950]Baseline Scenario
Provide instructions for how projects will determine the baseline scenario. Instructions should include steps for determining alternative scenarios and processes for determining which scenario is most likely to occur in the absence of the project activity, taking into account:
· The identification of all areas of effect included in the project boundary
· Existing and alternative project types, activities and technologies providing equivalent type and level of activity of products or services to a project
· Data availability, reliability and limitations
· Other relevant information concerning present or future conditions, such as legislative, technical, economic, socio-cultural, environmental, geographic, site-specific and temporal assumptions or projections
Where appropriate, identify whether certain scenarios must be considered as a potential baseline scenario. Identify also whether certain tools must be used for determining the most likely baseline scenario. Note that the baseline scenario may be determined through a combination of the elimination of unlikely scenarios or the selection of the most likely scenario. 
[bookmark: _Toc38884606]Additionality
Use the table below to indicate (marking the column to the right with an ‘X’) whether the asset generated by this methodology may be used for offsetting. 
Table 3: Offsetting Optionality
	Offsetting

	Assets generated under this methodology may be used for offsetting
	

	Assets generated under this methodology may not be used for offsetting
	


Where assets generated from this methodology may be used for offsetting, complete the remainder of Section 7. Where assets generated from this methodology may not be used for offsetting, the remainder of Section 7 is optional. Where the demonstration of additionality is optional and the methodology developer chooses to not include a procedure for the demonstration of additionality, delete the remainder of Section 7.
Where the methodology will apply a project method for demonstrating additionality, follow the instructions under ‘Project Method’ below.  Where the methodology will apply a positive list for demonstrating additionality, follow the instructions under ‘Positive List’ below.
Project Method:
This option is to be used for methodologies applying a project method for demonstrating additionality. Where used, delete the text under ‘Positive List’. 
Step 1: Regulatory Surplus
Project proponents must demonstrate regulatory surplus in accordance with the rules and requirements regarding regulatory surplus set out in the latest version of the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard. 
Step 2: Implementation Barriers
Describe the procedures by which projects must demonstrate that they face one or more distinct barrier(s) compared with barriers faced by alternatives to the project activity(s), such as investment barriers, technical barriers, or institutional barriers.
<or>
Positive List:
This option is to be used for methodologies applying a positive list for demonstrating additionality. Where used, delete the text under ’Project Method’ above.
The methodology may pre-determine additionality for given classes of project activities using a positive list, as represented by the applicability conditions of the methodology. Projects that implement activities on the positive list are automatically deemed as additional and do not otherwise need to demonstrate additionality. For methodologies that develop a positive list approach, describe the approach that was used to establish the positive list below and include a justification for the positive list as an appendix to this methodology. 
Step 1: Regulatory Surplus
Project proponents must demonstrate regulatory surplus in accordance with the rules and requirements regarding regulatory surplus set out in the latest version of the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard. 
Step 2: Positive List
The applicability conditions of this methodology represent the positive list. The project must demonstrate that it meets all of the applicability conditions, and in so doing, it is deemed as complying with the positive list.
The positive list was established using…...

[bookmark: _Toc38884607]Quantification of Sustainable Development Impacts
[bookmark: _Toc38884608]Baseline Impacts
[bookmark: _Toc267652403][bookmark: _Toc268164823][bookmark: _Toc268165411]Describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for the quantification of the sustainable development impact for the baseline scenario. 
Ensure equations are provided to cover all spheres of influence set out in the Section 5 (Project Boundary) above, including spheres of influence that the project proponent may optionally include. Include summary information to describe the context of equations, and use an appendix for any lengthier explanations.
[bookmark: _Toc277142732][bookmark: _Toc277174431][bookmark: _Toc382836593][bookmark: _Toc38884609]Project Impacts
[bookmark: _Toc277142733][bookmark: _Toc277174432][bookmark: _Toc382836594]Describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for the quantification of the sustainable development impact for the project scenario. Project impacts must include the positive and negative, direct and indirect impacts.
[bookmark: _Toc277142734][bookmark: _Toc277174433][bookmark: _Toc382836595][bookmark: _Toc38884610]Net Sustainable Development Impacts
Describe the procedure for quantifying net sustainable development impacts, as a function of baseline and project impacts. Where relevant, include equations for estimating uncertainty. 
[bookmark: _Toc277142735][bookmark: _Toc277174434][bookmark: _Toc382836596][bookmark: _Toc38884611]Monitoring
[bookmark: _Toc268165412][bookmark: _Toc277142736][bookmark: _Toc277174435][bookmark: _Ref367817309][bookmark: _Toc382836597][bookmark: _Toc38884612]Data and Parameters Available at Validation
Complete the table below for all data and parameters that will be determined or available at validation, and remain fixed throughout the project crediting period (copy the table for each data/parameter). Data and parameters monitored during the operation of the project are included in Section 9.2 (Data and Parameters Monitored) below. 
Ensure that all data and parameters used in the equations for quantification of sustainable development impacts in the methodology are included in this section (Data and Parameters Available at Validation) or the following section (Data and Parameters Monitored). 
Where the methodology establishes default factors which may become out of date (i.e., default factors that do not represent physical constants or otherwise would be expected to change significantly over time), make note of same in the Comments field.
	Data / Parameter
	

	Data unit
	Indicate the unit of measure

	Description
	Provide a brief description of the data/parameter

	Equations
	List the equation(s) that use this data/parameter

	Source of data
	Indicate the source(s) of data

	Value applied
	Provide the value applied

	Justification of choice of data or description of measurement methods and procedures applied
	Justify the choice of data source, providing references where applicable. Values based on measurement shall include a description of the measurement methods and procedures applied (e.g., what standards or protocols have been followed), indicate the responsible person/entity that undertook the measurement, the date of the measurement and the measurement results. More detailed information may be provided in an appendix.

	 Purpose of Data
	Indicate one of the following: 
· Determination of baseline scenario 
· Calculation of baseline impacts
· Calculation of project impacts

	Comments
	Provide any additional comments


[bookmark: _Data_and_Parameters][bookmark: _Toc268165413][bookmark: _Toc277142737][bookmark: _Toc277174436][bookmark: _Ref366077128][bookmark: _Ref368656628][bookmark: _Toc382836598]
Example:
	Data / Parameter
	TurbidityBaseline,,j

	Data unit
	NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units

	Description
	Baseline water turbidity at location j

	Equations
	1

	Source of data
	Direct measurement

	Value applied
	N/A

	Justification of choice of data or description of measurement methods and procedures applied
	Water turbidity can be used as an estimate for total dissolved solids in the waterway. The number of baseline days that the total dissolved solids is above 900 mg/liter is a key indicator of the methodology. A nephelometer or turbidimeter is the preferred measurement tool. but a secchi disk may be used if calibrated in the waterway with turbidimeter readings.

	 Purpose of Data
	Calculation of baseline water quality

	Comments
	N/A



[bookmark: _Toc38884613]Data and Parameters Monitored 
Complete the table below for all data and parameters that will be monitored during the project crediting period (copy the table as necessary for each data/parameter). Data and parameters determined or available at validation are included in Section 9.1 (Data and Parameters Available at Validation) above. 
Parameters that are not directly monitored themselves (i.e., are calculated, using monitored data/parameters and the equations provided in the methodology) do not need to be included in this section.
	[bookmark: _Toc268165414][bookmark: _Toc277142738][bookmark: _Toc277174437]Data / Parameter:
	

	Data unit:
	Indicate the unit of measure

	Description:
	Provide a brief description of the data/parameter

	Equations
	List the equation(s) that use this data/parameter

	Source of data:
	Indicate the source(s) of data

	Description of measurement methods and procedures to be applied:
	Specify the measurement methods and procedures, any standards or protocols that must be followed. Include any relevant information regarding the accuracy of the measurements (e.g., accuracy associated with meter equipment or laboratory tests).

	Frequency of monitoring/recording:
	Specify measurement and recording frequency

	[bookmark: _Ref374433126][bookmark: _Toc382836599]QA/QC procedures to be applied:
	Describe the quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) procedures to be applied, including the calibration procedures where applicable

	Purpose of data:
	Indicate one of the following: 
· Calculation of baseline impacts
· Calculation of project impacts


	Calculation method:
	Where relevant, provide the calculation method, including any equations, used to establish the data/parameter.

	Comments:
	Provide any additional comments


[bookmark: _Toc382836600]
Example:
	Data / Parameter:
	NTU,i,j

	Data unit:
	NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units

	Description:
	Water turbidity sample i from location j

	Equations
	1

	Source of data:
	Direct measurement

	Description of measurement methods and procedures to be applied:
	A nephelometer or turbidimeter is the preferred measurement tool but a secchi disk may be used if calibrated in the waterway with turbidimeter readings.

	Frequency of monitoring/recording:
	Once a week, and within 2 to 6 hours after a precipitation event (>2 mm)

	QA/QC procedures to be applied:
	Samples must be collected within a 2-meter radius of an identifiable permanent marker. Samples must be collected at the same time of the day, within 3 hours. The technician collecting the sample must demonstrate competency on the use and calibration of a turbidimeter. The turbidimeter must be calibrated once every 3 months or as per the manufacturer’s specifications. 

	Purpose of data:
	Estimation of total dissolved solids

	Calculation method:
	N/A

	Comments:
	


[bookmark: _Toc38884614]Description of the Monitoring Plan
Describe the criteria and procedures for obtaining, recording, compiling and analyzing monitored data and parameters set out in Section 9.2 above, including:
· Purpose of monitoring; 
· Monitoring procedures, including estimation, modelling, measurement or calculation approaches; 
· Procedures for managing data quality; and, 
· Monitoring frequency and measurement procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc267652404][bookmark: _Toc277065473][bookmark: _Toc277088122][bookmark: _Toc277142739][bookmark: _Toc277174438][bookmark: _Toc277065474][bookmark: _Toc277088123][bookmark: _Toc277142740][bookmark: _Toc277174439][bookmark: _Toc277065475][bookmark: _Toc277088124][bookmark: _Toc277142741][bookmark: _Toc277174440][bookmark: _Toc277065476][bookmark: _Toc277088125][bookmark: _Toc277142742][bookmark: _Toc277174441][bookmark: _Toc277065477][bookmark: _Toc277088126][bookmark: _Toc277142743][bookmark: _Toc277174442][bookmark: _Toc277065479][bookmark: _Toc277088128][bookmark: _Toc277142745][bookmark: _Toc277174444][bookmark: _Toc277065480][bookmark: _Toc277088129][bookmark: _Toc277142746][bookmark: _Toc277174445][bookmark: _Toc277065481][bookmark: _Toc277088130][bookmark: _Toc277142747][bookmark: _Toc277174446][bookmark: _Toc38884615][bookmark: _Toc267652406][bookmark: _Toc268164825][bookmark: _Toc268165420][bookmark: _Toc277142748][bookmark: _Toc277174447]References
[bookmark: _Toc382836612]Include any references relevant to the methodology.
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[bookmark: _Toc38884616]Appendix
Use appendices for supporting information. Delete this appendix (title and instructions) where no appendix is required. Additional appendices may be added as necessary.
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