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INTRODUCTION

About Verra

requirements are informed by ISO 14064-2 and are designed to be flexible and transparent to enable
conformance to developing corporate emissions accounting, reporting, and target-setting standards.

Document Organization and Formatting

e Layout: The main section of this document (“Definitions”) contains the full list of all defined
terms, presented in alphabetical order. Appendix 1 provides figures that illustrate GHG

e Sources: Definitions are drawn from the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) Program, GHG Protocol
(GHG-P), ISO 14064-2, and other sources. Source references are given in footnotes.

e Updates: This document is updated periodically. Readers shall ensure they are using the most
recent applicable version of the document.

e Formatting:

o Defined terms are identified using a dotted underline. Within this document, this

applies where a definition references another defined term, linking to the
corresponding entry.

o Italicized document titles are underlined when hyperlinked.

1 Such as the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) Corporate Net-Zero Standard (CNZS) v2, the Greenhouse Gas
Protocol (GHG-P) Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard, the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG-P) Actions
and Market Instruments (AMI) Framework, the Advanced and Indirect Mitigation (AIM) Platform, and the Task
Force for Corporate Action Transparency (TCAT)

2 Carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, sulfur hexafluoride, and nitrogen
trifluoride

4
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DEFINITIONS

Accession representation

of Accession in Respect of S3S Program Listing Deed of Representation Template, Deed of Accession
in Respect of S3S Program Registration Deed of Representation Template)

Activity implementer

Afforestation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Afforestation, reforestation, and revegetation (ARR)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Agricultural land management (ALM)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Agriculture, forestry, and other land use (AFOLU)

15 (agriculture)

Agroforestry

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Allocation3

via parent products, co-products, and by-products,* and excluding waste

3 Adapted from ISEAL. 2025. Chain of Custody Models and Definitions, v2.0
4 As the terms “co-products” and “by-products” are defined in ISEAL. 2025. Chain of Custody Models and
Definitions, v2.0



https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#afforestation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#afforestation, reforestation, and revegetation (ARR)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#agricultural land management (ALM)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#agroforestry
https://isealalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource/2025-07/ISEAL_Chain%20of%20custody%20models%20and%20definitions%202025_V7_1.pdf
https://isealalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource/2025-07/ISEAL_Chain%20of%20custody%20models%20and%20definitions%202025_V7_1.pdf
https://isealalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource/2025-07/ISEAL_Chain%20of%20custody%20models%20and%20definitions%202025_V7_1.pdf
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Attribution®

rights
Biodiversity

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Biomass

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Carbon crediting program

any form of GHG crediting mechanism that issues carbon credits)

5 Adapted from ISEAL. 2025. Chain of Custody Models and Definitions, v2.0



https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#biodiversity
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#biomass
https://isealalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource/2025-07/ISEAL_Chain%20of%20custody%20models%20and%20definitions%202025_V7_1.pdf
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Carbon pool

Carbon stock

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Carbon stock outcome

Child labor

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Claim
Statement made by an entity such as a company, organization, or country

Co-claiming

Commercially sensitive information

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Competing claims to land or resource rights (Competing claims)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Cropland

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Customary rights

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

greater impact than that experienced in the atmosphere.


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#carbon stock
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#child labor
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#commercially sensitive information
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#competing claims to land or resource rights (Competing claims)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#cropland
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#customary rights
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Date of project inactivity

Deforestation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Distribution

Double issuance

Situation in which a reduction or removal is issued as a GHG_instrument more than once in a manner

Double selling

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Durability

and not be emitted through a loss event
Ecosystem

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Ecosystem conversion

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.



https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#deforestation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#double selling
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#ecosystem
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#ecosystem conversion
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Ecosystem degradation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Ecosystem integrity

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Ecosystem restoration

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Eligibility area

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Excess claiming

Finding

Issue or non-conformance identified by Verra during its review that must be addressed before a request
can be approved

Focused-scope verification

Forced labor

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Forest

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Forest degradation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

information.


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#ecosystem degradation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#ecosystem integrity
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#ecosystem restoration
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#Grouped project eligibility area (Eligibility area)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#forced labor
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#forest
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#forest degradation
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Free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Full-scope verification

(GO), renewable energy certificates (RECs), renewable thermal certificates (RTCs), environmental
attribute certificates)

GHG instrument system

term interacts with related terms.

GHG statement

Grassland

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Grievance redress mechanism

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

information.

10 Adapted from Verra. 2026. VCS Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0.
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https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#grassland
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#grievance redress mechanism
https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Geolocation-File-Requirements-v5.0.pdf

w Scope 3
} Standard Program

Grouped project

Human trafficking

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Impacted product

products that have economic value and are transferred between departments or divisions within a
company)it

Impacted product group

metric may be physical (e.g., mass, volume, distance, energy, number of standardized units) or
economic (e.g., average sale price, actual market value, added market value, production cost).

Implementing partner

Improved forest management (IFM)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Inactive

may be ongoing. It does not reverse or negate registration (i.e., as rejection does) and is triggered by
Verra when:

e no verification report has been submitted within 10 years.

Indigenous Peoples (IPs)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Models and Definitions).
11


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#human trafficking
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#improved forest management (IFM)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#Indigenous Peoples (IPs)
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Initial issuing period start date

Invasive species

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Inventory integration12

emissions report

Issuance representation

Representation Template

Issuing period

Jurisdiction

Administrative unit such as a nation, state, province, region, department, or district, or an eco-region or
other demarcated area

Land or resource rights

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Large project
Large-scale commercial deforestation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

12 Adapted from concepts described by the Value Change Initiative and SustainCERT
12


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#invasive species
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#land or resource rights
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#large-scale commercial deforestation
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Leakage

registration

Listing representation

Template

Local communities (LCs)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Major deviation

Marginalized people

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Materiality

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Methodology

and specifying monitoring procedures
Methodology deviation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

13 Adapted from 1SO. 2019. ISO 14064-3:2019 and 1SO. 2020. ISO 14065:2020.
14 As the term “intended user” is defined in 1ISO. 2019. ISO 14064-3:2019
15 Adapted from 1SO. 2019. ISO 14064-3:2019 and 1SO. 2020. ISO 14065:2020

13


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#local communities (LCs)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#marginalized people
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#materiality
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#methodology deviation
https://www.iso.org/standard/66455.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/74257.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/66455.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/66455.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/74257.html
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Methodology revision

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Minor deviation

Model

Formula or set of formulas that use parameters and input values to estimate the value of one or more
output variables

Module

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Monitoring period

using the S3S Program Monitoring Report Template
Monoculture

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Native species

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Net emission reductions and removals (Net ERRs)

Non-native species

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

On hold

serious outstanding issues

14


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#methodology revision
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#module
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#monoculture
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#native species
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#non-native species
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Original emission factor16

Emission factor considered to characterize emissions for the common practice(s) of production of an

normally derived from life cycle assessments (LCAs) by third-party developers, made available on
lifecycle or emission factor databases.

Other entity

Overlapping claims to land or resource rights (Overlapping claims)

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Peatland

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Performance benchmark

Performance benchmark metric

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Performance method

number of standardized units)

Polygon

Refer to the most recent applicable version of the VCS Geolocation File Requirements.

Production location

produced

Production period

16 Adapted from Waste and Resources Action Program. 2024. “Annex E: Guidance for Including and Adjusting
Emission Factors in Scope 3 GHG Accounting for Food and Drink.” In Scope 3 GHG Measurement & Reporting
Protocols.

15


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#Overlapping claims to land or resource rights (overlapping claims)
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#peatland
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#performance benchmark metric
https://verra.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Geolocation-File-Requirements-v5.0.pdf
https://www.wrap.ngo/system/files/2024-01/WRAP-Scope-3-Protocols-for-UK-Food-and-Drink-Businesses-full-draft-for-consultation-Jan-2024-v2.pdf
https://www.wrap.ngo/system/files/2024-01/WRAP-Scope-3-Protocols-for-UK-Food-and-Drink-Businesses-full-draft-for-consultation-Jan-2024-v2.pdf
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Project

An initiative designed to reduce GHG emissions or remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through

Project description deviation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Project documents

Program Registration and Issuance Process

Project emissions

Project grievance

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

16


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#project description deviation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#project grievance

w Scope 3
} Standard Program

Project longevity

Registration and Issuance Process for additional information on Verra’s review.)
Project scenario
Project start date

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Project status

submit a request).
Project worker

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Proxy

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Reasonable assurancel?

17 Adapted from ISO. 2019. ISO 14064-3:2019.

17


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#project start date
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#project worker
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#proxy
https://www.iso.org/standard/66455.html
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Reduction

GHG emissions
Reference region

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Reforestation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Registered

Representation Template
Regulatory surplus

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Rejected

Remote sensing

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Removal

they originate.

18


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#reference region
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#reforestation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#regulatory surplus
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#remote sensing (RS)
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Reporting company
Reserve-deducted GHG outcome

Carbon stock outcome minus the reversal reserve units that are contributed to the reversal reserve

o Verra identifies significant and pervasive non-conformances to the $S3S Program rules that will

o Verra becomes aware of a legal order or government action related to or affecting the project.

Revegetation

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Rewetting

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Right to GHG outcomes

generated.

Right to operate

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

19


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#revegetation
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#rewetting
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#right to operate
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S3S Program rules

Safeguard

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Scope 1 emissions18

Scope 2 emissions18

Emissions from the generation of purchased or acquired electricity, steam, heating, or cooling

Shrubland

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Site visit

to obtain and evaluate objective evidence to determine the extent to which the applicable Verra
program rules are conformed to

Small project

20


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#safeguard
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#shrubland
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf
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Soil organic carbon

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Sources, sinks, and reservoirs boundary (SSR boundary)

Stakeholder

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Stakeholder engagement

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Stakeholder group

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Stakeholder private and confidential information

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Standardized method

Supply chain

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Tool

A set of criteria and procedures that are used to perform a specific analysis in conjunction with a

Uncertainty

Parameter associated with a measurement result that characterizes the dispersion of values that could
be reasonably attributed to the measured amount. Refer to Figure 1 in Appendix 1 for how this term
relates to other GHG outcome terms.

Unit attribute

21


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#soil organic carbon
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#stakeholder
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#stakeholder engagement
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#stakeholder group
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#stakeholder private and confidential information
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#supply chain
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Unit label
Marker on a Verra unit, representing that the unit:
e has met the requirements of another certification,

e s eligible or approved for use under a national, sectoral, or investor-specific market, or,

opinion

Validation representation

and which is prepared using the S3S Program Validation Deed of Representation Template

Validation/verification body (VVB)

Value chain20
Upstream and downstream activities associated with a company’s operations

Value chain association

VCS Program

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

VCS Program rules

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Verification

20 Adapted from Greenhouse Gas Protocol. 2011. Corporate Value Chain Accounting and Reporting Standard.

22


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#VCS Program
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#VCS Program rules
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf
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Verification report

opinion

Verification representation

Representation Template
Verra Project Hub

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Verra Registry

Violent conflict

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Vulnerable people

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Wetland

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

Withdrawn

Wood products

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

WRC buffer zone

Refer to the VCS Program Definitions.

23


https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#Verra Project Hub
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#violent conflict
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#vulnerable people
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#wetland
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#wood products
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-program-definitions-v5-0/#WRC buffer zone
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APPENDIX 1: GHG OUTCOME-RELATED
TERMS

Figure 1. Relationship of terms associated with GHG outcomes

Project emissions

Baseline emissions
minus
Project emissions

Baseline emissions

Net ERRs

Net ERRs Project emissions
minus minus

Uncertainty Uncertainty

GHG cutcomes Project emissions
outcomes

Note: Non carbon
Carbon stock outcomes RG]
Carbon stock outcomes minus not involved in the

Reversal reserve units reversal reserve

pracess Legend

Defined Term

Calculation

Reserve-deducted GHG Linked defined term and !
outcomes g :

calculation

= Main process

=3  Project emissions
process
Leakage emissions Reported separately

==  Reversal reserve
process
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APPENDIX 2: ACRONYMS

AFOLU Agriculture, forestry, and other land use

ALM
ARR
CDM
ERR
FPIC
GCS
GHG
GWP
IFM
IPCC
IPs
ISO
LCA
LCs
PRR
REDD
rS3u
S3S
S3u
SSRs
VCS
VCu
VVB
WRC

Agricultural land management

Afforestation, reforestation, and revegetation
Clean Development Mechanism

Emission reduction and removal

Free, prior, and informed consent

Geological carbon storage

Greenhouse gas

Global warming potential

Improved forest management
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Indigenous Peoples

International Organization for Standardization
Life cycle assessment

Local communities

Project review report

Reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation
Reportable Scope 3 Unit

Scope 3 Standard

Scope 3 Unit

Sources, sinks, and reservoirs

Verified Carbon Standard

Verified Carbon Unit

Validation/verification body

Wetland restoration and conservation

w Scope 3
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Standard Program
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