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Agenda

1. Aim and context for the training 

2. VCS Templates

3. VCS/CCB Templates 

4. Questions 
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

Poll #1
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

Context
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Voluntary Carbon Market Size by 
Value of Traded Carbon Credits
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Request types

Project Status Request 2021 2022

Pipeline listing requested (under 
development)

299 804

Pipeline listing requested (under 
development)

92 418

Registration and Verification approval 
requested

49 203

Registration requested 99 200

Verification approval requested 466 589
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VCS project cycle: Verified Carbon Standard

Project 
monitoring

Third party 
verification (VVB)

Registration process

Issuance process

VCU issuance on 
Verra registry

Project 
registration

Third party 
validation (VVB)

Project 
listing

Methodology 
selection VCUs issued after abatement is verified

Crediting periods: 10 years or 3x7 years 
(between 20 and 100 years for land projects)

Independent Validation and Verification Bodies (VVBs) are 
accredited under UNFCCC (CDM) and ISO standards

Verra 
review

Verra 
review

Verra 
review
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

Poll #2
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

VCS Templates
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Where to find VCS requirements & templates
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Important documents to know:

VCS Standard, v4.4

Registration and Issuance 
Process, v4.3

VCS Program Definitions, 
v4.3

Summary of Effective 
Dates as part of the 

December 2022 update

Project Description

Validation Report

Monitoring Report

Verification Report

Pipeline Listing

Registration/Credit Period 
Renewal

Verification
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How templates relate to the standard

Project Description

VCS Standard, v4.4
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Searching for rules and requirements
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VCS Project Description Template: Completeness and Accuracy



16

VCS Project Description Template: Project Details
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards
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VCS Project Description Template: Application of Methodology
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards
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Tips for success
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

VCS/CCB Templates
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Where to find the templates
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VCS/CCB Joint Template
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The CCB Standards

Template CCB 
Standard 
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Section 1.1: Unique Project Benefits

 Benefits uncaptured by the standardized table in the next section should be summarized here.
 These should be quantifiable outcomes/impacts and the sections corresponding to further details 

about these sections should be mentioned in the “Section reference” column.
 These should be aligned with the project’s ‘theory of change’ in Section 2.1.11 of the CCB & VCS 

Project Description.
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Section 1.2: Standardized Benefit Metrics

 This section captures the quantifiable information that is common across all CCB projects.
 The project may insert “not applicable” where the metric does not apply and “data not 

available” where the metric does apply but there are no means of quantification. 
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Section 2.1.8 & 2.1.9: Stakeholder Identification and 
Description

 Section 2.1.8 should include the process used to identify stakeholders affected by the 
project.

 Stakeholder identification and analysis should include an assessment of rights, 
interests, and relevance to the project for each stakeholder group.

 Grouped Projects: Such projects should identify communities that may join the project in 
this section. More information in G1.10- G1.13
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Section 2.1.11: Project Activities and Theory of Change 

Project 
Activity

Expected 
Outputs

Expected 
Outcomes

Expected 
Impacts

Predicted 
Project 
Benefits



30

Section 2.3: Stakeholder Engagement

 Refer to the Climate Community and Biodiversity Standard v3.1, G3 for details.
 Access: projects need to demonstrate that project documents are accessible by 

stakeholders, information related to the project has been disseminated to communities 
and informational meetings are held and publicized. 
Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2 & 2.3.3.

 Site Visit: projects need to ensure that the stakeholders have information about the 
validation and verification and the auditor’s site visit. 
Sections 2.3.5, & 2.3.6
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 Consultations: the influence of stakeholders on project design, and their constant 
participation through inputs and comments should be ensured through effective 
consultation methods.
Sections 2.3.7, 2.3.8, 2.3.9 & 2.3.10

 Grievance Redressal: the project should have an effective grievance redressal 
procedure, and this should be publicized and accessible. 
Sections 2.3.12 and 2.3.13.

Section 2.3: Stakeholder Engagement
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Section 2.5: Legal Status and Property Rights

 The project needs to demonstrate that all property rights are recognized, respected, and 
supported.

 A detailed description of free, prior, and informed consent obtained from those whose 
property rights are affected by the project through a transparent, agreed process should 
be provided in the document. Any deeds or legal documents related to it can be 
attached in the Appendix.

 A fair description of how property rights holders have not been removed or relocated 
involuntarily/forcefully and if relocated, fair compensation is provided.

 Any ongoing disputes over property that are unaffected by the project activities should 
be listed. 

 All national and local laws that are being complied with should be listed.
 The project should list that it has approval from the relevant authorities for conducting 

the project activities.
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Section 3: Climate

 Same as the VCS template. 
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Section 4: Community

Descriptions 
of 
Communities 
at Project 
Start 

Without 
Project 
Scenario

Net Positive 
Community 
Impacts

Community 
Impact 
Monitoring 
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Section 5: Biodiversity 

Without 
Project 
Scenario

Net 
Positive 
Biodiversity 
Impacts

Offsite 
Biodiversity 
Impact

Biodiversity 
Impact 
Monitoring 
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CCB Gold Level

Climate Gold
• Section 3.4
• CCB Standard GL1: 

Support to assist 
communities and/or 
biodiversity in adapting to 
impact of climate change

Community Gold
• Section 4.5
• CCB Standard GL2: The 

project is 
smallholder/community-led 
and implemented on land 
that they own or manage 
and/or is explicitly pro-poor 
in terms of targeting 
benefits to globally poorer 
communities.

Biodiversity Gold
• Section 5.5
• CCB Standard GL3: 

Conserve biodiversity at 
sites of global significance 
selected based on the Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) 
framework of vulnerability 
and irreplaceability
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

Request Denials
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Denials as part of the streamlined review process

Registration Requested

Verra conducts review and determines 
that the quality of project 

documentation unsatisfactory 

Verra denies the review request

[3 months to 1 year later]
Registration Requested

• Document quality is poor, incorrect, or incomplete:
• Clear and obvious errors in GHG ERR calculations or 

applications of the methodology
• Clear and obvious noncompliance with the 

requirements of the respective Verra standard program
• Ineligibility within the scope of the program, project 

activity, or applied methodology
• Pervasive reporting errors or widespread 

noncompliance with program template instructions

• Unresolved findings raised in a project review report that 
have not been satisfactorily addressed after three rounds.

• No VVB response within 60 days
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Denials vs Rejections

Pipeline listing requested (under 
validation)

Project XXXX

Registration requested

Verification approval requested

Requests are 
denied

Projects are 
rejected
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Managing the transparent listing of information for 
approved projects, processing issuance requests, 
and providing customer support for account holders

Poll #3
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Thank You 

Please email info@verra.org should you have any questions.

mailto:info@verra.org
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