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Request types

Pipeline listing requested (under 299 804
development)

Pipeline listing requested (under 92 418
development)

Registration and Verification approval 49 203
requested

Registration requested 99 200
Verification approval requested 466 589
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VCS project cycle: Verified Carbon Standard

Methodology
selection

VCUs issued after abatement is verified

Crediting periods: 10 years or 3x7 years
Verra (between 20 and 100 years for land projects)

review

Verra
review

Project Third party Project Project
listing validation (VVB) - registration monitoring

l ’ verification (VVB)
Registration process

Third party

VCU issuance on Verra

Verra registry review

Independent Validation and Verification Bodies (VVBs) are l |
accredited under UNFCCC (CDM) and ISO standards

Issuance process
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Where to find VCS requirements & templates

RULES AND REQUIREMENTS

The VCS Program rules define the standards and processes that all projects
must follow in order to be certified and are set out in a suite of documents:

Requirements, Procedural, Templates, and Guidance.

These documents are updated periodically. Please check this page to ensure you

are using the latest version of a given document.

Requirements +
Procedural +
Templates and Forms +
Guidance +

VERRA
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Important documents to know:

Pipeline Listing

Registration/Credit Period
Renewal
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1 INTRODUCTION .......ccovrreeneerreernnennnd
, VCS Standard, v4.4

1.1 Version...
1.2 LaNQuUAQGE ....ccveeeeiieiieeee e

2 VCS PROGRAM SPECIFIC ISSUES.......oioeieeieeeieeeceeeence e eeseeeeseeeenanesseassan e snennnas 2
2.1 Scope Of the VCS PrOQraM ....cc.uv e e s et ne e ee e e 2
2.2 [Tl ] (=3 TP 4
2.3 Timing of Crediting .4
2.4 AFOLU and GCS Non-Permanence Risk and Pooled Buffer Accounts................. 5
2.5 AFOLU LeaKOGE ASSESSMENTS.....ciceiieeieeieeiieeeeeerieseeseeeeieesneeensesseesssessssenseessaeessenssenss O

3  PROJECT REQUIREMENTS ........cooiiiirinicnirniennssreessae s e nessnssssnsssnssessesssnnsssesssssnessnssanes 7
3.1 General REQUINEMENTS........ici et r e e e e 7
3.2 AFOLU-Specific Matters . ..8
3.3 ODS-Specific Matters .. .15
3.4 GCS-Specific Matters.. e 17
3.5 Project DOCUMENTATION .......oiiii et e e e 18
36 Prain~t Dacicn '|9
3.7 Ownership
3.8 Project STAr DATE .......coveiies ettt ee et ens e enens e ennenaeenes 26
3.9 Project Credifing Period ...l ..o ettt e e e e e 27
3.10 Project Scale
31T ProjeCt LOCOHON wouveiiiiiieeiid ettt ettt cere s e e e etae e se e s sra e e sreena 30
3.12 Tt Y . . e e et e et et e e e et 33
3.13 Baseline Scenario ........... .34
3.14  Additionality......cccceeeneen .34
3.15  Quantification of GHG Emission Reductions and Removals.. ... 35
316 MONITOMNG ettt e 39
3.17 Sustainable Development Contributions . 39
T T o 11T U] oo [OOSR
3.19  Methodology DEeVIATONS ........coutiiieit ettt ettt ettt et et eee e
3.20 Project Description Deviations
3.21  Methodology Grace PEHOAS .......ccceveeieecvierieieienrienreecnneesseerseeneeenesnseessnesneeesnneens 46
3.22 Parficipation under Other GHG Programs.........cooueeiceeeeeetenieeeeeeeeeieeseeese e 47
3.23 Other Forms of Credit and Supply Chain (Scope 3) Emissions.. ... 50
3.24  VCU LODEIS...cuiciiriesie ettt e s e e 52
3.25 Records and INfOrMGION. .. ..ottt e e e 53

How templates relate to the standard

PROJECT DETAILS

1.1 Summary Description of the Project

1.2 Sectoral Scope and Project Type

1.3 Project Eligibility.
1.4 Project Design

1.5  Project Proponent

1.6 Other Entities Involved in the ProieCt ...

Ownership

Project Start Date
Project Crediting Period

Project Scale and Estimated GHG Emission Reductions or Removals ... [.................

Description of the Project Activity

Project Location

1.13  Conditions Prior to Project Initiation

1.14  Compliance with Laws, Statutes and Other Regulatory Frameworks.............cc.u..

1.15  Participation under Other GHG Programs

O N0 M V0N N N NN oo n 0

1.16  Other Forms of Credit

1.17  Sustainable Development Contributions
1.18  Additional Information Relevant to the Project

SAFEGUARDS
2.1 No Net Harm
2.2 Local Stakeholder Consultation................

2.3 Environmentadl IMmpact. ...
2.4 Public Comments .......c.cwiimiiiicnnneinnas
2.5  AFOLU-Specific Safeguard:

APPLICATION OF METHODOLOGY

3.1 Title and Reference of Methodology

3.2  Applicability of Methodology

3.3  Project Boundary
3.4  Baseline Scenario
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Searching for rules and requirements

Non-AFOLU Projects

38.1

Non-AFOLU projects shall complete validation withinf the project start date.
Additional time is granted for non-AFOLU projects to complete validation where they are

applying a new VCS methodology. Specifically, projects using a new VCS methodology and
completing validation within two years of the approval of the methodology by Verra may
complete validation within four years of the project start date.

VERRA
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VCS Project Description Template: Completeness and Accuracy

VCS PROJECT DESCRIPTION TEMPLATE

This template is for the design of projects using the VCS Program.

Instructions for Completing the Project Description

TITLE PAGE: Complete all items in the box on the title page using Arial or Century Gothic 10.5 paint,
black, regular (non-italic) font. This box must appear on the title page of the final document. Project
descriptions may also feature the project title and preparers’ name, logo and contact information more
prominently on the title page, using the format below (Arial or Century Gothic 24 point and Arial or
Century Gothic 12 paint, black, regular font).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Instructions for completing the project description template are under the
section headings in this template. Adhere to all instructions, as set out in the VCS Standard.
Instructions relate back to the rules and requirements set out in the VCS Standard and accompanying

template. |

Note: The instructions in this template are to serve as a guide and do not necessarily represent an
exhaustive list of the information the preparer must provide under each section of the template.

Unless applying a merited deviation, please complete all sections using Arial or Franklin Gothic Book
105 point, black, regular (non-italic) font. Where a section is not applicable, explain why the section is
not applicable (i.e., do not delete the section from the final document and do notf only write “not
applicable”). Submit the project description as a non-editable PDF.

Delete all instructions, including this introductory text, from the final document.

VERRA 15




VCS Project Description Template: Project Details

CONTENTS

1

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6
1.7
1.8
1.9
1.10

1.13
1.14
1.15
1.16
1.17

PROJECT DETAILS ... iiictene et eess st s s ee s s s s sem s s st s s aaaaasssassasnnes 5
Summary Description of the Project.... ... 5
Sectoral SCOPE ANA PrOJECT TYDE ..cuiiiiiiieiicisieer et beiebe e et ats s nes e e b esesne s e 5
PrOJECT EGIDIITY ..cvvicviveiriiiieieciit ettt ettt s es bbb e cr et e sassaes bbb enene s ans 5
PrOJECT DESION 1.ttt ettt e ettt e beaseba et bbb s b ebsassaasabnesbebbaabeenene et ans 6
PrOjECT PrOPONENT ..ottt ettt et es e e ee e et ans e snes s enseseene e ans 6
Other Entities Involved in the Project ... 6
OWNEISIID . ... ettt e et e et e e eee e e iae e e e eaeeesseeeseseanssrsseeasaeaseesneearesanseaes 7
PrOJECT STAM DIATE ..ottt ettt ettt bbb s h bt st sas et bbb en e b e b an 7
Project CredifiNng PEIHOM. .. ...ttt cn et s sassnes bbb esesne s e 7
Project Scale and Estimated GHG Emission Reductions or Removals .........c.ceeeeenis 7
Description of the Project ACTVITY ... e 8
PrOJECT LOCQTION ..ottt ettt ettt en et er e 9
Conditions Prior 10 Project INation...........ooii e 9
Compliance with Laws, Statutes and Other Regulatory Frameworks..........cccveeeine. 9
Participation under Other GHG Programs .......... v ieceeieioinieeeieesasissiesseesseesesnessans 9
Other FOIMS Of Creit.... e ettt sttt s s e 10
Sustainable Development ContribUHONS ... e 12
Additional Information Relevant to the Project ... 12
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards

2 SAFEGUARDS ...ttt cresssssesnsansssnesser s erans e nssasasasanessaessasssassaans 13
2.1 NO NET HOMN L.ttt s b e sa e s st e b s be et st s e 13
2.2 Local Stakeholder ConSUTATON.......cc.iov it s e 13
2.3 ENVIroNmMENTAl IMPACT...... oottt sr e eaesraaeer s easees e esneaseersenanas 13
2.4 PUDIC COMMENTS ..ottt ettt st eb bbb et b bbb eae bbb e e 13
2.5  AFOLU-SpeCIfic SOfEQUANTS.......coviiiiiiiiieiiieiie ettt 13
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VCS Project Description Template: Application of Methodology

3 APPLICATION OF METHODOLOGY .....cccieriiiininiinnisnneeninisniesissisnisssessssssssssssans 14
3.1 Title and Reference of MEthOOIOGY .....c..oiiiiieueiricecicieecee ettt v eee e 14
3.2  Applicability of METhOOIOGY ...ceeuiiiiiieieceiee ettt et ere s s b enes e 14
3.3 PrOJECT BOUNGUNY c.eeeiitietieeeie ettt et cae et st eas s eaess e et e e e enser st e eaessenssnsessnssassnensenans 14
3.4 BOSEINE SCENAMO .ottt st s ettt est st ese et et 15
3.5 AAIONGNTY vttt et er e eaa e eer e e re et aa e e aeenser b e e esesrnensenes 15
3.6 MethOOIOGY DEVICIONS ..c..euieeiiericiecieieee ettt ie et ev et e eaebseassesesssssasasnensesans 16
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards

4

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

QUANTIFICATION OF GHG EMISSION REDUCTIONS AND REMOVALS .......... 16

B OIS ElINE ENISSIONS ..eieeieeeieeeeeeieeeeeesseaesaneeasee s sesss sanessesessnssssessssnsssnnnssnsssnnsnnsnsssnsssesssssens

PrOJECT EMISSIONS ....veeveieieeiesiesieeieeseeseeeiesiesseeseseesiasss gt e snesasassassnssaassnesassnsassnsnssssessnean

LEAKOGE. ... ittt ettt se e saae e e sees S s e et s ae e e e s ae et e ensaeneaneean

Net GHG Emission Reductions and Removals

Year A (DD-
Month-YYYY-
- DD-Month-

Yyyy)
Year B

Year C

Year...

Total

Estimated
baseline
emisslons or
removals (tCO2€)

Estimated project
emissions or
removals (tCO2¢)

Estimated
leakage
emissions
(tCOz¢e)

Estimated net
GHG emission
reductions or
removals (tCOze)
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VCS Project Description Template: Safeguards

5.1

5 MONITORING ... ceesse s sesseessessassseans,
5.1 Data and Parameters Available at Validation...................
5.2
5.3

Data and Parameters Monitored .......coooeeveeeeeeveeceeeeeeeeeeeeennn

MoNITOMNG PlAN ...t e eaee

APPENDIX AR R R R R R R R AR R R R R R R E R R R R R R R R R R R R R BB R

Data and Parameters Available at Validation

Complete the table below for all data and parameters that are determined or available at
validation. and remain fixed throughout the project crediting period (copy the table as
necessary for each data/parameter). Data and parameters monitored during the operation of
the project are included in Section 5.2 (Data and Parameters Monitored) below.

Data / Parameter

Data unit

Description

Source of data

Value applied
Justification of choice of
data or description of

measurement methods
and procedures applied

Indicate the unit of measure

Provide a brief description of the data/parameter
Indicate the source(s) of data

Provide the value applied

Justify the choice of data source, providing references where
applicable. Where values are based on measurement, include a
description of the measurement methods and procedures
applied (e.g., what standards or protocols have been followed),
indicate the responsible person/entity that undertook the
measurement, the date of the measurement and the
measurement resuits. More detailed information may be
provided in an appendix.

Indicate one of the following:
» Determination of baseline scenario (AFOLU projects only)
e Calculation of baseline emissions
e Calculation of project emissions

e Calculation of leakage

Provide any additional comments

VERRA
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Tips for success
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Where to find the templates

ON THIS PAGE

PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

RULES AND REQUIREMENTS

SECTORAL SCOPES

METHODOLOGIES

VALIDATION AND VERIFICATION

VERRA REGISTRY

THE VCS IN COMPLIANCE MARKETS

GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT

COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS POLICY

RULES AND REQUIREMENTS

The VCS Program rules define the standards and processes that all projects
must follow in order to be certified and are set out in a suite of documents:

Requirements, Procedural, Templates, and Guidance.

These documents are updated periodically. Please check this page to ensure you

are using the latest version of a given document.

Requirements +
Procedural +
y
Guidance .

VERRA
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VCS/CCB Joint Template

1 Summary of Project Benefits .........cccccuemiieiiiimncscce s e s e 4
1.1 Unique Project BENEItS .......c.cuiiiiiciiie ettt ettt e s e s e e e raaes 4
1.2 Standardized Benefit MetriCs ..........oo it e aan 5

B € 1 T - | 8
2.1 Project Goals, Design, and Long-Term Viability .........cccccoooiiiiiiiiciiiii e 8
2.2 Without-project Land Use Scenario and Additionality............cccoeoiieee i 13
2.3 Stakeholder ENQagemMENt ............ooiiii i ee et e e e ee e et e e e s aaeee e e e e e e nrae s 14
24 Management CapaCity .........c..uiciiieeiie et s e e e e e e e e e et na e e e et ee e e e e ernnaeae e anns 17
25 Legal Status and Property RIGNtS .......ooooiiiei e e 18

B 0 ) - |- Y 20
3.1 Application of Methodology ........ e e e e e e ee e e e e e e eae e e e nenn 20
3.2 Quantification of GHG Emission Reductions and Removals ..........ccc.ocoocviiiiiiiii e 22 . gn .
TR T Y 1o 11 (o] T TSRS 23 2'1 '8 Stakahﬂldar ldentlflcatlun {G1 '5)
3.4 Optional Criterion: Climate Change Adaptation Benefits..........occooiiiiiiiiinii e 26

S 0o T4 Ty ¥ T T 26
4.1 Without-Project Community SCENATO ......coiieiii et e 26
4.2 Net Positive Community IMPactsS ......coooi e 27
4.3 Other Stakeholder IMPAacES ... e et 28
4.4 Community IMmpact MONITOFING .......cooiiiii et et e e s 28
4.5 Optional Criterion: Exceptional Community Benefits ...........ccceiciiiee i 29

LI = Lo o [T = SO 31
5.1 Without-Project Biodiversity SCENANO ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiiic ittt e 31
5.2 Net Positive Biodiversity IMPactS........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e enes 31
5.3 Offsite Biodiversity IMPacts.......c...uiii i e e nbae s 33
5.4 Biodiversity Impact MONItOFING ........ooiiiiiiiiii e e e s e s b e e e snes 33
5.5 Optional Criterion: Exceptional Biodiversity Benefits............ccccoiviee i 34

T =T T - 36
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The CCB Standards

2 GENERAL i e ik e ettt
G1. Project Goals, Design and Long-term Viability ............ccooiiriiieiiieiie e s
G2. Without-project Land Use Scenario and Additionality...........cc.eecceeeoiiiiinniec e s
G3. Stakeholder ENGagemeENnt............cui oottt e st s e e s sseesmnen e e esanssasananeannn
G4. Management CapaCIty .......ccceiiieeie e e e eeie et eee e e aesr e essees e e saessseesnen s e e s e ssaesnneanneensnssasenansanns

G5. Legal Status and Property RIGNES ........ccooiiiioie ettt e e s e sne s meesan s ssesnneanan

B 0 B | I LGN A NS R P S A M S
CL1. Without-Project Climate SCENEAIO ..........cceeiiiieiiee e seeese ettt e e srae e rae e eearsasssensnsens e ensaasanen
CL2. Net Positive Climate IMPactS .........cceci ettt et e e e s e sae e anne
CL3. Offsite Climate IMpacts (LEAKAGE) .......coiiverieeeee et et seeete e srae e e enae e e e ersaesmseensans e enssananes
CL4. Climate Impact MONIEOTING ... ...cciee et ee st e se e e e e eesaaes e assaeenseernsaesseeassassnsensnsansseenssasanen

GL1. Climate Change Adaptation BENEfits ...........cccoouieeiiiie e e

4. COMMUNITY . e i s s it aa s
CM1. Without-Project CommUNIty SCENAIO .....ccciveiiee e ireeciie s siee s sreessieeeste s sraeesse s ssneessessrsasensessasenssessssasanes
CM2. Net Positive Community IMPACES ........cooieiieeiiee et ee e e ee e srae e e reae e eearsasssensnsensseensnasanes

CM3. Other Stakeholder IMPactS..........cce it e e e ae e e e sa s s s aens e e asnasanen

14

16

20

21

25

25

27

29

30

31

33

33

35

37

CM 4. Community Impact MONMOING.......ccooiieeeeee et e e s e e e e ssases e e sae s eaeesmeeesnanesrnnn

GL2. Exceptional Community BENEFItS ........cccceeeie e ete e e e s me e sr e e s sraeene e s

0 BlIODIN RS Y
B1. Biodiversity WithOUt—PrOJECt SCENAMIO ............ve.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeesess et eessesseseeseeseeseeesrenes
B2. Net Positive Biodiversity IMPACES ..........oo ettt s eee e e
B3. Offsite Biodiversity IMPacES .........cci it et e e e e e e e e e e ae e enne e s
B4. BiodiVrsity IMPACE MONIOMNG . ..........veeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeseeeseesseseeeeeseesesteesessessesesseseeseeessenee

GL3. Exceptional BiodivVErsity BENEFILS ........cciceeriieiireeiiie st serscrrae s sme e see s seeesres s sraaessnsssnas s e eessansssressnseees

Template

CCB
Standard

38

39

41
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43

45

46

47
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Section 1.1: Unique Project Benefits

Outcome or Impact Estimated by the End of Project Lifetime

Section
Reference

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

= Benefits uncaptured by the standardized table in the next section should be summarized here.

= These should be quantifiable outcomes/impacts and the sections corresponding to further details
about these sections should be mentioned in the “Section reference” column.

= These should be aligned with the project’s ‘theory of change’ in Section 2.1.11 of the CCB & VCS
Project Description.

VERRA 2%




Section 1.2: Standardized Benefit Metrics

Estimated by the End

Category Metric of Project Lifetime

Section
Reference

Net estimated emission removals in the project area,
measured against the without-project scenario

GHG
emission

Net estimated emission reductions in the project
area, measured against the without-project scenario

reductions
or removals

For REDD? projects: Estimated number of hectares
of reduced forest loss in the project area measured
against the without-project scenario

For ARR? projects: Estimated number of hectares of
forest cover increased in the project area measured
against the without-project scenario

Forest' cover

= This section captures the quantifiable information that is common across all CCB projects.

= The project may insert “not applicable” where the metric does not apply and “data not
available” where the metric does apply but there are no means of quantification.

VERRA 7




Section 2.1.8 & 2.1.9: Stakeholder |dentification and

Description

=  Section 2.1.8 should include the process used to identify stakeholders affected by the
project.

2.1.8 Stakeholder Identification (G1.5)

= Stakeholder identification and analysis should include an assessment of rights,
interests, and relevance to the project for each stakeholder group.

= Grouped Projects: Such projects should identify communities that may join the project in
this section. More information in G1.10- G1.13

VERRA
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Section 2.1.11: Project Activities and Theory of Change

Activity description Expected climate, community, and/or biodiversity Relevance to
Outputs Outcomes Impacts project’s objectives
(short term) (medium term) (long term)
Project Expected Expected Expected P;,“;g!gﬁd
Activity Outputs Outcomes Impacts B enJefit S

VERRA 2




Section 2.3: Stakeholder Engagement

Refer to the Climate Community and Biodiversity Standard v3.1, G3 for details.

Access: projects need to demonstrate that project documents are accessible by
stakeholders, information related to the project has been disseminated to communities

and informational meetings are held and publicized.
Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2 & 2.3.3.

Site Visit: projects need to ensure that the stakeholders have information about the
validation and verification and the auditor’s site visit.
Sections 2.3.5, & 2.3.6

VERRA
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Section 2.3: Stakeholder Engagement

= Consultations: the influence of stakeholders on project design, and their constant
participation through inputs and comments should be ensured through effective
consultation methods.
Sections 2.3.7, 2.3.8, 2.3.9& 2.3.10

= @Grievance Redressal: the project should have an effective grievance redressal
procedure, and this should be publicized and accessible.
Sections 2.3.12 and 2.3.13.

VERRA
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Section 2.5: Legal Status and Property Rights

= The project needs to demonstrate that all property rights are recognized, respected, and
supported.

= A detailed description of free, prior, and informed consent obtained from those whose
property rights are affected by the project through a transparent, agreed process should
be provided in the document. Any deeds or legal documents related to it can be
attached in the Appendix.

= A fair description of how property rights holders have not been removed or relocated
involuntarily/forcefully and if relocated, fair compensation is provided.

= Any ongoing disputes over property that are unaffected by the project activities should
be listed.

= All national and local laws that are being complied with should be listed.

= The project should list that it has approval from the relevant authorities for conducting
the project activities.

VERRA 2




Section 3: Climate

Same as the VCS template.

VERRA
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Section 4. Community

y

Community
Impact
Net Positive Monitoring
Community
Without Impacts

Project
Descriptions Scenario
of
Communities
at Project
Start

VERRA
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Section 5: Biodiversity

y

Without
Project
Scenario

Biodiversity
, Impact

Offsite Monitoring
Biodiversity

Net Impact

Positive

Biodiversity

Impacts
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CCB Gold Level

Climate Gold
e Section 3.4

Biodiversity Gold

* Section 5.5
« CCB Standard GL3:

Community Gold

» Section 4.5
« CCB Standard GL2: The

« CCB Standard GL1:

Support to assist
communities and/or
biodiversity in adapting to

impact of climate change

project is
smallholder/community-led
and implemented on land
that they own or manage
and/or is explicitly pro-poor
in terms of targeting
benefits to globally poorer
communities.

Conserve biodiversity at
sites of global significance
selected based on the Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA)
framework of vulnerability
and irreplaceability
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 Document quality is poor, incorrect, or incomplete:

* Unresolved findings raised in a project review report that
have not been satisfactorily addressed after three rounds.

* No VVB response within 60 days

Denials as part of the sfreamlined review process

Clear and obvious errors in GHG ERR calculations or
applications of the methodology

Clear and obvious noncompliance with the
requirements of the respective Verra standard program
Ineligibility within the scope of the program, project
activity, or applied methodology

Pervasive reporting errors or widespread
noncompliance with program template instructions

VERRA
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Denials vs Rejections

Project XXXX

Pipeline listing requested (under
validation)

Registration requested

Verification approval requested

VERRA
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Thank You

Please email info@verra.org should you have any questions.

Photo: FUNDAECO / REDD C(;)‘hservation Coast Project
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