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Loss Event Report Template, v5.0
This template is for notifying Verra of a loss event for projects participating in the VCS Program. Once available on the Verra Project Hub, project proponents must use the digital loss event report template to submit loss event reports. 
Instructions for Completing the Loss Event Report
FILE TYPE: Submit the loss event report as a non-editable PDF.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all sections of this template using size 10.5, black, regular (non-italic) Franklin Gothic Book font.
If an entire section or subsection is not applicable, explain why the section is not applicable (i.e., do not delete the section from the final document and do not only write “not applicable”).
Delete all instructions (including footnotes) and guidance from the final document. Tables which are not applicable to the project type may also be deleted. 
ABOUT THIS TEMPLATE
Instructions for completing each section of the loss event report template:
· are provided under the section headings and are formatted in gray italics. 
· relate back to the rules and requirements set out in the VCS Standard and other VCS Program documents.
· indicate what must be included to demonstrate conformance to the VCS Program rules.
· do not necessarily represent an exhaustive list of information that must be provided under each section of the template.
Preparers must refer to the VCS Program documents to gain a full understanding of the VCS Program rules.
New versions of these templates are released when there is a change to the underlying VCS Program rules. Preparers must ensure that they are using the most recent applicable version of the templates by reviewing the list of available templates on the Verra website and the effective dates of updated template versions when they are released. 
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Loss Event Report: [Project ID, loss event ID] 
Logo (optional) 
Document Prepared by [individual or entity]
Contact Information (optional)

	Project name 
	State the name of the project. 

	Version
	State the version number of this document.

	Loss event ID
	State a unique loss event ID number for this loss event as follows: 
[ProjectID]_LE[Loss event #]
Example: 6001_LE1

	Document completion date
	State the date of completion of the submitted version of the document DD-MMM-YYYY

	Project ID
	State the Verra project ID.

	Monitoring period start
	DD-MMM-YYYY 

	Monitoring period end
	DD-MMM-YYYY

	Prepared by
	State the name of the individual, their organization, and their role that prepared this document.

	Contact
	State the physical address, telephone, email, and website of the preparer.
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[bookmark: _Toc534724021][bookmark: _Toc231475844]Loss Event Details
[bookmark: _Toc231475845]Summary Description of the Loss Event
[bookmark: _Toc223000547]Include a summary description of the loss event (i.e., an event that has resulted in an unexpected loss of carbon stocks in the project scenario).[footnoteRef:2] Where the loss event resulted from an instance leaving a grouped project or a non-grouped project with multiple activity instances, state which instances left, when, and their sizes. [2:  Not all losses of carbon stocks constitute a loss event (e.g., planned harvesting or other losses anticipated under the project scenario do not qualify as a loss event).] 

[bookmark: _Toc231475846]Date of Loss Event
Fill out the table below to indicate the date or date range when the loss event occurred, adding rows as needed. The date of discovery refers to the date on which the project proponent first became aware of the loss event. 
	Date of the loss event
	Date of discovery
	Size (hectares impacted)

	DD-MMM-YYYY
	DD-MMM-YYYY
	Example: 10 000 ha


[bookmark: _Toc231475847]Location of Loss Event
State the location and geographic boundaries (if applicable) of the loss event. Include the following:
· The centroid GPS coordinates (latitude and longitude) of the area affected by the loss event. Where the loss event affected multiple discrete areas, include separate coordinates for each affected area.
· A KML file delineating the polygon(s) of the affected area. The KML file must be prepared in accordance with the Geolocation File Requirements, v5.0.
[bookmark: _Toc231475848]Likelihood of Reversal
Where the loss event report is submitted in advance of a verification report, fill out the table below: 
	Is the loss event likely to qualify as a reversal?
	☐   Yes			 ☐   No 

	Justification 
	Justify whether the loss event qualifies as a reversal, including whether it is an avoidable or unavoidable reversal (see the VCS Program Definitions). 


[bookmark: _Ref229991606][bookmark: _Ref229991644][bookmark: _Toc231475849]Data and Parameters
[bookmark: _Toc231475850]Data and Parameters Monitored in Affected Area
Describe the relevant data and parameters available at validation and monitored that are relevant to quantifying the loss event, using the following table (copy and paste the table for each data/parameter). Such data and parameters must correspond to the procedures used to estimate carbon stocks in the project.
	Data/Parameter
	State the name of the data/parameter used.

	Data unit
	State the unit of measure.

	Description
	Briefly describe the data/parameter.

	Source of data
	State the source(s) of data.

	Description of measurement methods and procedures to be applied
	Describe the measurement methods and procedures, any standards or protocols to be followed, and the person/entity responsible for the measurement. Include any relevant information regarding accuracy of the measurements (e.g., accuracy associated with meter equipment or laboratory tests).

	Frequency of monitoring/recording
	State the measurement and recording frequency.

	Value applied 
	State the value of the data/parameter.

	Monitoring equipment
	Include a list of the equipment used to monitor the data/parameter including type, accuracy class, and serial number of equipment, as appropriate.

	QA/QC procedures to be applied
	Describe the quality assurance and quality control (QA/QC) procedures to be applied, including the calibration procedures where applicable.

	Purpose of data
	Choose an item.

	Calculation method
	Where relevant, state the calculation method, including any equations, used to establish the data/parameter.

	Comments
	Include any additional comments.


[bookmark: _Toc231475851]Description of Impact on Project Activities and Monitoring Plan
Describe impacts on the project and the monitoring plan following the loss event. Include the following:
· Any changes to the planned project activities resulting from the loss event
· Any adjustments to the monitoring plan, such as changes to sampling frequency, sampling design, or the carbon pools being monitored
· Any impacts on the project's ability to meet its stated objectives over the remainder of the crediting period
Any changes to the project activities or monitoring plan identified above must be reported as a project description deviation during the next verification, in accordance with the VCS Program rules.
[bookmark: _Toc231475852]Quantification of Estimated Loss
See the VCS Program Definitions for the definition of a loss event. Quantification of a loss event must be estimated in accordance with the applied methodology. See Appendix 1 for examples of loss events across different project types.
[bookmark: _Toc231475853]Baseline Carbon Stock after Loss Event
Estimate the carbon stock of the project in the baseline scenario following the loss event in accordance with the applied methodology. 
Include all relevant equations here, labeled consecutively based on order of appearance (i.e., as Equation 1, Equation 2, etc.). Include a list of all data and parameters used in the equations, ensuring the name and description of each is consistent with those given for the data/parameter in Section 2. 
[bookmark: _Toc228204499][bookmark: _Toc229990576][bookmark: _Toc229990667][bookmark: _Toc231475854]Project Carbon Stock after Loss Event
Estimate the project carbon stock following the loss event in accordance with the applied methodology and based on monitoring of the full area affected by the loss event.
Include all relevant equations here, labeled consecutively based on order of appearance (i.e., as Equation 1, Equation 2, etc.). Include a list of all data and parameters used in the equations, ensuring the name and description of each is consistent with those given for the data/parameter in Section 2. 
[bookmark: _Toc231475855]Summary of Estimated Loss Event
Fill out the table below: 
	Carbon stock change resulting from the loss event (tCO2e)

	Include an estimate of the cumulative carbon stock loss resulting from the loss event, expressed as the net difference between project and baseline carbon stocks following the loss event and calculated in accordance with the applied methodology. 

	Previously verified net reductions and removals (tCO2e)
	State the project’s cumulative net reductions and removals based on the project’s most recently approved verification report.

	Magnitude of loss (%) 


	Include the magnitude of the loss to demonstrate that the loss qualifies as a loss event as follows:





	Guidance on loss events 
A loss event refers only to a loss of carbon stocks from pools within the project boundary that were expected to be maintained under the project scenario. For example, the following does not qualify as a loss event in the VCS Program:
· Planned harvesting anticipated under the project’s management plan
· Planned thinning or silvicultural treatments
· Anticipated crop rotations or biomass removal in agricultural land management projects
· Planned land use changes that were accounted for in the project description


[bookmark: _Toc231475856]Additional Information
Attach any raw data from monitoring or additional information used in estimating the loss event, such as documentation or diagrams of activities conducted to monitor the loss event. 
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[bookmark: _Toc231475857]Appendix 1: Examples of Loss Events 
Delete this appendix from the final report.

Box 1. Example of a loss event in an ARR project
	A project proponent implementing an ARR project detects a loss of carbon stocks due to a fire in the project area. In all monitoring periods to date, VVBs have verified that the planted trees sequestered 1000 tCO2e in net carbon dioxide removals. 
The project proponent determines that the fire impacted 6 ha of the project, with each hectare estimated to contain 10 tCO2e in net carbon stocks according to the applied methodology. The fire destroyed all standing carbon stocks in the impacted area, resulting in a net loss of project carbon stock equivalent to 60 tCO2e (6 ha × 10 tCO2e/ha). As this amount is greater than 5% of the previously verified net reductions and removals in the project, the event qualifies as a loss event.
	Carbon stock change resulting from the loss event (tCO2e)
	60

	Previously verified net reductions and removals (tCO2e)
	1000

	Magnitude of loss (%) 

	 = 6%







Box 2. Example of a loss event in a REDD project
	A project proponent implementing a REDD project identifies a loss of carbon stocks expected to be maintained in the project scenario due to illegal logging occurring within the project area. Across all monitoring periods to date, VVBs have verified that the project generated 100 000 tCO2e in net GHG emission reductions from avoided deforestation. 
Upon detection of the event, the project proponent determines that the illegal logging activity impacted 120 ha of the project area. To estimate the net carbon stock loss attributable to the event, the project proponent assesses the impact on both project and baseline carbon stocks.
For baseline carbon stocks, the project proponent considers whether the affected 120 ha would have been deforested under the baseline scenario during this monitoring period. In this instance, the project proponent determines that in the baseline, this area would have experienced a deforestation rate equivalent to 20 tCO2e per hectare during the same period, representing a baseline carbon stock loss of 2400 tCO2e (120 ha × 20 tCO2e per ha) that would have occurred regardless of the illegal logging event.
For project carbon stocks, the project has an established emission factor of 100 tCO2e per hectare, representing the carbon stocks maintained within the project area under the project scenario. The project proponent estimates a loss of project carbon stocks of 12 000 tCO2e (120 ha × 100 tCO2e/ha).
The net carbon stock loss attributable to the illegal logging event is therefore calculated as the difference between the project carbon stock loss and the baseline carbon stock loss: 12 000 tCO2e − 2400 tCO2e = 9600 tCO2e.
	Carbon stock change resulting from the loss event (tCO2e)
	9600

	Previously verified net reductions and removals (tCO2e)
	100 000

	Magnitude of loss (%) 

	 = 9.6%






Box 3. Example of a loss event in an ALM grouped project
	An instance leaves a grouped project implementing improved ALM activities. Rather than continue to monitor the instance, the project proponent elects to assume a loss of all previously verified reductions and removals associated with the instance. 
Across all monitoring periods to date, VVBs have verified that the project generated 40 000 tCO2e in net reductions and removals from improved practices. The VVBs verified that the leaving instance generated a total of 8000 tCO2e. It is assumed that baseline carbon stocks are unchanged. As such, the project proponent reports a loss of 8000 tCO2e from the project. As this amount is greater than 5% of the previously verified net reductions and removals in the project, the event qualifies as a loss event.
	Cumulative carbon stock loss (tCO2e)
	8000

	Previously verified net reductions and removals (tCO2e)
	40 000

	Magnitude of loss (%) 

	 = 20%
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