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ABOUT VERRA

Verra sets the world’s leading standards for climate action and sustainable development. We build
standards for activities as diverse as reducing deforestation, to improving agricultural practices, to
addressing plastic waste, and to achieving gender equality. We manage programs to certify that these
activities achieve measurable high-integrity outcomes. And we work with governments, businesses, and
civil society to advance the use of these standards, including through the development of markets.
Everything we do is in service of increasingly ambitious climate and sustainable development goals -
and an accelerated transition to a sustainable future.

Verra’s certification programs include the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) Program and its Jurisdictional
and Nested REDD+ (JNR) framework, the_Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards (CCBS)
Program, the Sustainable Development Verified Impact Standard (SD VISta) Program, and the Plastic
Waste Reduction Program.

Intellectual Property Rights, Copyright, and Disclaimer

The intellectual property rights of all materials in this document are owned by Verra or by entities that
have consented to their inclusion in this document.

The use of these materials in the establishment or operation of a project in a Verra certification
program is permissible (“Authorized Use”). All other commercial use of these materials is prohibited.
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, viewing, downloading, modifying, copying, distributing,
transmitting, storing, reproducing, or otherwise using, publishing, licensing, transferring, selling, or
creating derivative works (in whatever format) from this document or any information obtained from this
document other than for the Authorized Use or for personal, academic, or other non-commercial
purposes is prohibited.

All copyright and other proprietary notices contained in this document must be retained on any copies
made under the Authorized Use. All other rights of the copyright owner not expressly addressed above
are reserved.

No representation, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made in this document. No
representation, warranty, or guarantee express or implied is made that the information provided is
accurate, current, or complete. While care is taken in the collection and provision of this information,
Verra and its officers, employees, agents, advisers, and sponsors will not be liable for any errors,
omissions, misstatements, or mistakes in any information or damages resulting from the use of this
information, or any decision made, or action taken in reliance on this information.
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http://www.verra.org/project/ccb-program/
http://www.verra.org/project/ccb-program/
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1 INTRODUCTION

The VCS Program allows VCUs to be designated with Labels. See the VCS Program and the VCS Labels
websites for details on label requirements and processes.

This document explains how Verified Carbon Units (VCUs) under the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)
Program may receive labels to indicate that they meet the requirements of the Core Carbon Principles
(CCPs) published by the Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon Market (ICVCM)

ICVCM CCP labels are optional under the VCS Program.

This document may be updated to align with VCS Program updates and the Integrity Council for the
Voluntary Carbon Market’s Assessment Framework, including but not limited to future clarifications by

the ICVCM. Readers must ensure that they are using the most recent version of this document.

2 BACKGROUND

The ICVCM Core Carbon Principles (CCPs) are a global benchmark for high-integrity carbon credits that
set rigorous thresholds on disclosure and sustainable development.

The principles were developed by the ICVCM with input from hundreds of organizations throughout the
voluntary carbon market. ICVCM has established the CCP Assessment Framework as the basis for
assessing applicant carbon-crediting programs and methodologies. The assessment results are
periodically published on the ICVCM website. The ICVCM assesses which carbon-crediting programs are
approved to label credits with a CCP Label, as well as which credit types are eligible for CCP labels.

The ICVCM has also published an ICVCM Tagging Manual for CCP Eligible Programs. This guidance
document details the VCS Program’s requirements for CCP labels in accordance with the manual.l

The ICVCM approved the VCS Program as CCP Eligible on April 25, 2024.

A VCU may hold a CCP label if it meets all eligibility requirements, set out in Section 3.

1 Note that other labels available for VCUs are independent of CCP labels and are not considered CCP
Attribute tags.
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https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/vcs-program-details/
https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/verified-carbon-units-labels/
https://icvcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CCP-Foreword-V2-FINAL-6Feb24.pdf
https://icvcm.org/the-core-carbon-principles/
https://icvcm.org/assessment-framework/
https://icvcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ICVCM-CCP-Tagging-Manual-version-1-May-2024.pdf
https://icvcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GB_P-VCS_2024-5.pdf

v VCS

3 CCP LABEL ELIGIBILITY

Eligible Methodologies

ICVCM assessment status and decisions for Carbon Credit Categories are published on the ICVCM
website. To be eligible for CCP labels, VCUs must have been issued to projects using the eligible
methodologies and conforming with any additional criteria listed on the VCU Labels webpage under
“Market Labels” or on the respective methodology webpage.

Demonstrating Eligibility for CCP Labels

Projects must demonstrate alignment with all applicable additional criteria in the Project Description or
Monitoring Report, and have this information confirmed by the validation/verification body (VVB)
reviewing such reports. During its verification of the project, the VVB must complete a CCP Eligibility
Verification Report Checklist Template and include it as an appendix to the verification report or
requantification verification report.2 Pre-filled versions of this template are available for certain
methodologies, as indicated on the VCU Labels webpage under “Market Labels” or on the respective
methodology webpage. VVBs must assess the project’s conformance with any additional criteria for
CCP label eligibility and issue a verification opinion in the “Verification Conclusion” section of the

verification report.

Where projects are using methodologies in a digital format on the Verra Project Hub, any fields related
to applicable additional criteria for CCP eligibility must be completed. Where VCUs have been issued
from projects using multiple methodologies, only VCUs from projects solely using CCP-approved
methodologies are eligible for CCP labels.

Retired VCUs are eligible to receive a CCP label if all other eligibility criteria are met.

4 CCP LABEL PROCESS

Obtaining CCP Labels

Verra may automatically label eligible VCUs with CCP labels where sufficient information is available to
confirm eligibility at the time of issuance.

Project proponents may request CCP labels during a project's verification approval request, or at any
time thereafter, through the Verra Registry under ‘Additional Certifications’ on the project’s Verification

2 A Requantification Verification Report Template is used when a project is applying the Methodology Change and
Requantification Procedure.
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https://icvcm.org/assessment-status/
https://icvcm.org/assessment-status/
https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/verified-carbon-units-labels/
https://verra.org/documents/appendix-ccp-eligibility-verification-report-checklist-template/
https://verra.org/documents/appendix-ccp-eligibility-verification-report-checklist-template/
https://verra.org/programs/verified-carbon-standard/verified-carbon-units-labels/
https://projecthub.verra.org/?_gl=1*rbwp9b*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3Mjk4MTc1ODIuQ2owS0NRanc0T2U0QmhDY0FSSXNBRFEwY3Nua1JYR05ZeWZCejk1Rkl2N2hraC0wU2kwWlVLTDFpODN0Z2c2eFNGR284MjJMVTNILWFFOGFBcHFXRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*MTcxMTU2MzY2Mi4xNzI3MDk3NDU0*_ga*MTU5MjI2OTQ5OC4xNjk2NDIwMjU3*_ga_2VGK901B6P*MTczMzc4NjEwNy43MzMuMS4xNzMzNzg2MjM0LjAuMC4w
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-methodology-change-and-requantification-procedure-v4-0-1/
https://verra.org/documents/vcs-methodology-change-and-requantification-procedure-v4-0-1/
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Summary page.3 The project proponent may apply for a CCP label for each verification period for which
VCUs are eligible.

A CCP label request will be assessed after the project’s relevant verification is approved for VCU
issuance. Verra assesses whether the VVB has issued a positive opinion that all eligibility criteria listed
on the VCU Labels page are met before approving or rejecting the CCP label(s). Approved CCP labels
are applied to VCUs at the time of issuance.

Questions regarding CCP labels can be directed to registry@verra.org.

Approved CCP labels for VCUs will be publicly visible on the Verra registry.

S5 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

Verra shall not be liable with respect to any claims whatsoever arising out of any CCP or Article 6
labeling within the Verra Registry, whether for consequential, special, punitive, or exemplary damages
or otherwise, including without limitation losses resulting from claims of any nature (including in
respect of any erroneous labeling) brought against Verra by registry account holders, project
proponents, VVBs, or any other third party.

3 A digital form will be available for CCP label requests in 2025, at which point we will update these procedures.
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APPENDIX T DOCUMENT HISTORY

15 April 2025 Minor revision to require the use of the CCP Eligibility Verification Report
Checklist Template to demonstrate CCP label eligibility

This update is effective for any verification approval request received on or after

15 July 2025

12 December The initial version of the CCP Label Guidance released
2024
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